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THELINDE, though totally un- 
confcious of the purport of her uncle's 
vifit, was [extremely hurt at the coolnefs 
of h^s manner towards both her brother and 
herfelf. The refemblance he bore to her 
father encreafe4.the pain which his unkind 
conduft gave her; but this regret was con- 
verted, into terror, when Chefterville, to 
whom Sir Edw^49 ^ ^^ fi^ agitation of 
Voi.iv. *B his 
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his fpirks^ had rafhty related ike convecCi* 
tion he had held with him, appeared be- 
fore her, in fpite of Sir Edward's remon- 
flrances and entreaties, an^ with eyes flafti- 
ing fire, and lips trembling with paflion, 
fwore he would that moment go to Lord 
Ha\^khur(t and infift on an apology for 
what he had dared to repeat after Mr. 
Maltravers. For fome moments his rage' 
rendered hiflft fo inrtic^latc - a»d -eonfufcd, 
that Ethelinde could not diftindly com- 
prehend the offence of which he com- 
plained; but when Sir EUiward^onnd him- 
felf compelled to explain it, (he faw at 
once all her apprehenfions realized, and 
even exceeded; tefce die feonftrfiGn ivhidt 
her brother's application to her uhde muft 
of neceffity create, would, inftcad of ftifling 
it report' fo injurious to her^ ttidre "vriddf 
ahA rapidly fpread it*. Gheftervilfc was> 
h(>wever, as deaf to her entreaties as to the 
rembnftrances of Sir Edward, wha infifted 
very warmly that "his imd^poiidon was not 
only necdkfs but improper. An injury 

• deceived 
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UpecciTed from fo near a relation, a ii^ound 
from an hand that (hould have been held 
cmt in friendfhip. Teemed fo ihfupportablc 
to the fiery and vindiftive fpirit of Chefter* 
ville, that he obftinately adhered to hi6 

r 

tefolution of feeing Lord Hawkhurft im- 
mediately u{>oh it ; and all they could ob* 
tain of him was to let Montgomeiy, who 
had fomewhat more influence dn him than 
any other perfori, attend hinii 

The ybting men then went away toge- 
ther; and Ethelinde retiring to her own 
room, Mifs Newcnden and her brdfher 
were left alone. 

« This is a deviUfh bufinefs, Ned,'' faid 
Ihe, after a fliort filence, *^ I am forry, 
I think, that you have perplexed youriclf 
with the Cheftervilles. It makes, I tan 
tell you, U confounded uproar ; arid people 
think Lady Newenden ill ufed/* 

'' What p«6pler' alked Sir Edward. 

•* Oh ! all the world that I meet at the. 

riding houfe or in the parkl They fay that 

it is generally underfteod, that your torn- 

* Bt plaints 
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plaints againft Lady Newcnden are wholly 
groundlefs, and originate folely in your 
wjlhcs to piv her coffin: in her place. 
Thisjilaffure; you, is* the curren^t repqft of 
the world." f 

- *^;l am foriy," cried Sir Edward^ infiig- 
nanlly, " thati^diQ.jpeoplp .youjxall the 
tWiQFld are fo ; malicious and fo fenfelefs; 
jl)ut) if , vf ill makp no diiierence, Ellen, in 
my attention to Mifsj ChefterviUe, whom I 
JioWf myfelf .bound ip honpur to proteft as 
her fath[er.'' 

^* Lopkr ye. Sir 'Edward," cried Mifs 
Kewenden, in her (harp tone and quick 
inailner, *• I know nothing of love,nor of^he" 
fiDefentimental ftuff that fets half the peo- 
ple in the world to make fools of them - 
ftlv<s, fo I don't pretend to be very quick 
' lighted in fuch matters ; but can you,. Ned> 
lay your hand on your heart, and very 
fenoufly and truly affirm that you h^ve no 
mor€ partiality for this girl than for. any 
odier Mifs of your acquaintance ; are you 
no moic interefted for her tlian you would 

have 
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have been for Sophy Carlifle or Lucy Al- 
thorpe if they had been left under your 
carer ' 

^* Certainly I am more interefted," faid 
Sir Edward, with emotion, " certainly I 
am much more interefted. 1 loved the 
Colonel; he had only one fault to detraft 
from a multitude of virtues. He was a 
man of honour ; a man of fenfe ; fome of 
the moft agreeable hours of my life have 
been pafled with him, and ■ " 

** And his daughter, his daughter,'*' 
interrupted Mifs Newenden, ^< inherits aft 
* her father's wifdom and her mother^s^ 
charms.* Come, come, brother, it is io: 
vain to deny your regard for her.'* 

** Nor do I,'* faid Sir Edward, angrily^ 

r 

^* I rather glory in it. I thought, Mifs* 
Newenden, you had more liberality of 
mind than to join with cenforious old wo- 
men, and envious young ones, in tearing-' 
to pieces the charader of an innocent per-* 
fon who never can have offended eithec 
them or you." 

B 3 ** Jjolm 
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«' / jpia mtk the cats aud the 4llan^ 
Mifies^ not } faith; nor Qiould I haf^e 
troubled myfelf to fay fo much about it 
now to you if I did not fee you likely to. 
get into a troublefome fort of entangle- 
ment; with your wife on one hand> and 
this girl on t'other. If you like her, with 
ail my heart. 1 only meant to advife you 
to quiet the people juft at prefent by fend-^ 
ing her fomewhcre elfe. Youll haye old 
Maltravers, and Jiis comely wife, upon you 
open mouthed; and you'll find it beft to 
take my advice. You know well enough 
i^at 1 give it in mere friendlhip, and I'm 
ilire nothing elfe would have made me 
come up to you now, fo don't go to be 
reftivc when I coax you to make yourfelf 
<?afy/V 

She then fancying (he had acquitted her- 
(elf extremely well, left her brother to very 
unpleafant rjciledions. He felt more and 
more the neceflity, for her own fake, of 
parting with Ethelinde; but he could not 
bear tlie thoughts ofpropofing it to her, 

or 
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Of even: of- confencxag i£ (he again propofed 
It. As ke faw no other, rcfource fbr her 
than marryihg Montgomery^ he £stncied 
diat his love was fo difintereded that he 
could fubiuit to any, nay promote any 
plan thac might fecure her h^pinefs ; but 
he pcrftudcd himfelf that in refifting her 
union witk Montgomery, he only oppofed 
what would perpetuate her misfortunes^ 
While contending paffions thus diftraded 
him^ Ethelinde was taking a refolution to 
put ah end to his difEculties, on her ac« 
count, hy quitting him. She had long^ 
fcca the neceflSty of a meafure which Lord 
Hawkhurft's vifit haftened; and though 
(he knew not whither to go, flie deter- 
mtned to JTropofe fcveral plans to his, to* 
Montgomery's, and her brother's confider* 
aiion, and to leave them to decide for hefr ;: 
but to refiife with equal fteadincfs a refi-» 
dence with Sir Edward, or a.marriage witb 
Montgomery* 

Haying broth ght herfdf to dris detcr-f 
Bunatba^.and being convinced it was her 

B 4 duty 



8 ETH£LINDE» O.R . 

duty to adhere to it, (he prepared to meet 
with fortitude the difagreeabie and pain- 
ful recital which flie expected . to bear 
from her brother and Montgomery when 
they returned from their ivifit.. Calamity 
had ftrengthened her mind in regard to her 
own fufFerings, while it had taught her to 
feel with keener fenlibility for every x)ther 
perfon, particularly for • thofe ihe .loved ; 
and in making this refolution the indigence 
and inconvenience to which it was pro- 
bable (he might be expofed wholly efcaped 
her, while (he felt the keeneft anguilh in 
refleding how much her rejedlion of Sir 
Edward's friendfhip might hurt his gene- 
rolity, and how cruelly her feparation froni 
Montgomery muft wound his love. Thefe 
corrofive thoughts (he was obliged to brood 
over in filence, for (he had no female 
friend to (ympathize with and confole her, 
Mifs Newenden had no idea of pity or af- 
fection, and would feel more for a fick 
horfe than for a human being under the 
fevereft preflure of mental cr bodily af% 

flidioB. 



THE K£CLCS£ OF THIS LAKZ. 9 

flidion* Viftorine was gentle, tender 
hearted, and amiable ; but from the differ* 
ence of her education, and the maimers 
(he had been accuflomed to^ (he had no 
conception of the various fpecies of uneifi- 
nefs that preyed on the heart of Etbelindjei: 
aor could be made to comprehend -why Ihc 
would not marry Montgomery whom (lie 
fo piflSonately loved.' The ncceffity^ how- 
ever, of endurance gencraHy ftrengthens 
the power of enduring, (at leaft till the 
mind is quite oveiwhelmed and exhaufted)* 
And Etbetinde, having no breafl on whicb 
to lean, was compelled to exert her owa 
leaibn, and aA from her own principles of 
jreftitiide and propriety* 

In about three^ hours after Cheftervillc 
and Montgomery bad gone out, ihey re*- 
turned together.. • Mon^omery, who kne>^ 
how much the unguarded warmth, of her*- 
brother frequently diftreft her„ deiired to 
4et her atone in the dreffing room where: 
Ae ufuatty fat. She immediately admitted. 
Vim; her* countenance expreffed her anxr 

R5 ictA; 
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iety tO' know the rcfult of the conference 
they had heldi and Montgomery thus £C« 
Uted it. • 

** Be not alarmed,** faid be, tenderly 
t^ing her hand, ^* Cheftervillc behaved 
better than I cxpcdicd ; and upon the wholo 
J am not forry we fiiw Loid Hawkhurft^ 
He received us with, that fort of air whicb 
a gi'eat man aflumes who fufpedts that hjs 
villtbr is come to afk a favour he ha3 no 
inclination to grant. Chefterviile, how* 
ever, foon made him underfta^d that he 
waited not on him with a petiton but witfa^ 
a rcmonft ranee. 

* I came to you, my Loi^,* fajid he, 
• to beg yovi would be pleafed to repeat 
to me what you faid to day to Sir Edward 
Newenden on the information and at the 
tequeft of Mr. Maltravers:' 

* Repeat it to* you, Mr- Chefterville I 
Certainly— 1 will repeat it i but you will 
permit me. Sir, to enquire whether I an) 
to do it at your requeft or at Sir Edward 
Newenden's. 1— I give you my honof 

what 
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whai I iaid was ia pure frlendihip^ and 
djjfikared-srs-I fay, Sir, it was did^ted by^ 
na other motive than my regard to die 
family/ 

: * Well, my Lord, then you can have 
np reafon to decline repealing it, as that 
will double the obligation. The defama- 
tion of my filler is certainljf a very kin<i 
ofiice fjrprp my uncle, and I cogi^ to thaufc.^ 
him as fooa a^ I, am certain of the e:s;tent; 
of hjb kindneli* 

* Really, Mr.. Chefter^e,' cried lus 
Lordlhip, reddening at the vehemence >yith. 
which he was addreffed, ^ this is rather 
lirufyufi;i afid I^ ownp- 1 %. I oiRrn th^,I, 
^m. rather furprifed that Sir Edward New- 
enden: (hould mifur^derftand, or at leaft 
Q^iifreprefent — ^I. fay t rajher wonder he 
^ould conceive that I meant aay other 
thapi tp' ftrve ^t once my veiy good friend^ 
Mr.Maltrayec?,aijd Sir Edward Nevyrenden^. 
for wjionji 1 have a- perfed elleem : 1 fay, 
my meaning, however ill I, have executed 
(py undermkingj moll: uiidoDbtedly was to 

ufc 
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trie my good offices to conciliate die unfor- 
tunate family difference that has arifen> 
and at the fame time, Mr. Chefterville, to 
ferve you and your lifter.* 

'* Here are a great many words, my 
Lord, which, if I unditrftand aright, mean 
very Iktie ; of any intention to ferve me 
and my fitter I own I heard nothing froni 
Sir Edward ; of your Lordfhip's extraor- 
dinary repetition of Maltravers's infamous 
cakimny I heard fo much, as enforces ia 
my mind the neceffity of my noticing it^ 
Mr. Maltravers, my Lord, is very rich ;: 
•your Lordfliip is a peer; and ye are both my 
rundes. Your ages, my Lard, rather tharf 
^itlrer your rank, his riches, or your mutual 
relatiortfhip, prevent my infHting on the 
fatisfaftion which a gentleman rn this cafe 
feels himfelf t)oimd to take; biit though 
that i^ perhaps out of the queftion^, I* hold 
myfelf equally obfiged to demand a re- 
cantation — a public recajjtatron of afler- 
tions, which coming from you, my Lord, 
and from Maitravers, may have double in- 

fluence^ 
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ilucnce, and ire therefore doubly pefhi- 
ClOus. 

^ Good God, Sir V cried his Lordfhip^ 
hi encreafing confufion, * what is it yotf 
would have me fay? How can I unfajr 
what I repeated— ^what I reported, as, faith- 
fully as my rriemory permitted, after Mr* 
Maltravers?* 

■ ^ Well, my Lord, but it was not, I utt-- 
derftand, after Mr. Maltravers cnfy ; fori 
am informed that youi* Lordlhip afferted 
that Sir Edward Newenden^'s having dif- 
carded his wife to receive my fitter in hor 
place was- the common dnd general* cori- 
verfaiion of the town. Now, my Lord^, 
among the multitude of perfon3 wHo afe. 
called the town or the world, fome one- 
may, nay muft, I think, occur tor jroUr fe- 
colleftion, who, in yotir prefence, repeated 
riiat which you were pteafed^-to call the gc-^ 
neral and utiiverial report.** 

*- Some one pcrfoff,' Sir 7 yes I bfeli'eVe 
-r-I rather think many did—lb many that 
juft any one particular per&n may^ not 
^ •' ilrike 
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ft rikc n\? : and I owa i >y^5 -C? biict, tha$^ 
I had no — ^I fay, I was fo hurt at the, kq^ 
port, that I r^thpr wiifc. yy efc^p^ frofn. Tt 
l)ian tjo ren^&j^k. vhq wa§ in. poffcflioiK gJ^ 

* Wfeati if yQur Lordipbip had beci> kic4 
cppu^h, V> bfty? defended die chara<aer of 
your brother*s daughter, at le^fl: till yoi^ 
kpp,W k f^, m^vit;?^jthc gdiiupi.thus thr Oiwn. 
1^]^ it ? Ij:. WQwW liavj& bc.ci> more, cay;' 
]^)r4 to the h^ufii Qjj yo^ fcelijig^^- ajid' 
jQur li^.w^nity than: to^ teyc takea for 
l^njt^d. ^\ th^ ]yCaltr^vcT5 has fo- wickedlji; 
aod. iirtfi?Uy affertedj. and. which the worldr 
eft^er aff^j^r novelty and ^apfied with fcanr- 
d?4j W, xmt^r, an whpjTc. expence, hava 
ijith ^ oiuch, ayidity adqpteid. Bi^t. u^^' 
I^Cftd^ 10/ end. ^ conference which, rpay U? 
flj^ujaay accQUfit3 ynea^y to you, i beg 
jeaye pofijtirejy. tjp givje to^y, pcrjlbn wb^^ 
dares again- repeat thie infamous falfehpo.d,. 
ihe lie d^red,; ^d todeclai^c to you, that 
\f h^nevec I can fipd it in- thp mouth of any^ 
m^n, who has not hja age fpjr his prot^c- 

tiony 



tion, I witt ^y^ km t^ lie to fers l^pi 

and prove h]m this bsireft qf dqCa,G(iei^t^^ 

So fayingi, Ch^ervilk ^ofo; aiK^ IniWfc 

Haiwl^huiil, wiaiQ fe^nifsd by ^n effert^ Kr 

jtittempt 4igeftiftg thi^ uiKOi^tcous. fp^ecfey 

^o£e alfp 1 yi^ nq% ^le^ to detd^iap when 

tber h9 flAoul(l» iQ^JiiCr Qi? refcnt the apg«f 

whiph he c<w)4 i^kof: CQBdffiiW^ he hc£ta^<4 

^ mamentt and theB^ ju(t as we F^cho^ 

^e doer of tb^ ^paPtoiCBfr, ikjd'a-* Mfic 

CbcfterviUc, y€? wtprfwr wpid Tviil^ y^i 

Mr* Mon^omeiy, dpqieibf? fevx)r tq fit 

down foi: a n]K>nient/ Wt r^wrii«d 'mwf 

the n>Qi)n ; andj^^r fbme eflorts: to ipe^ 

whbout: becraykig kh ve^c^tion aod confu*? 

fio9^ Lord tfewkbwflt ihu$ addriefiad youf 

brother-^ 

♦ Perhaps I (bouldf notH-^ fay, perhaps 
I even ougt^ no^ to overlook diis warmdu 
But mtich is duc^^Iiay , mucb eonfideration 
k <lue: to yoor quick fcBfr of horiCMr^ I lliali 
rejoice as iincerely as any c^e^ very iih« 
ccrely, I give you my honor, at the anni^ 
hilation of the report; tmt believe me— 
-? w I have 
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I have had fomc experience in thefe mac- 
ters, and you are a young man— believe- 
me it will- not do to make a noifc about- 
fuch an affair ;. 'twilF not do; let ijie ad-^ 
Tife yoii-^I fay let me advife you — fuller- 
it to die ; the next topic that arifes wilt 
put this by, and in a £tvr weeks it will be 
forgotten. But indeed my dear Sir — it ia 
an intpoffiblc projeft to ftop people's 
mouths— •'tis believe me a labour which 
Hercules himfelf could not atchievc. Well, 
We'll talk of it no more — > hope yoa will 
give y^urfelF no- more concern about it :•- 
but fined I have the pleafure — I fay, fince 
I have the pleafure of feeing you here with 
your friend Mr. Montgomery, give me 
leave to enquire a little into your future 
intentions* You" have fold out of the 
anny -i that was wrong— very wrongs It 
would have been ia my power to- — Ifey, 
if you had remained in the army it might— 
I believe it would — have been poffible to 
liave ferved you/ 

' I fold ont^ my Lord,' £ud Chefter.^ 

xilte 
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▼ille coldly, ^ under no circiImftanccS 
that fliould prevent my pwchding* again/ ^ 
: " Lord Hawkhurft then feemed to feel 
that he had gone too far. Money was re-\ 
quiilte to purchafe; and from moi^cy' it 
was eafy to fee his Lord (hip had no ihcll^ 
nation to part. * You— you have thoughts 
then of entering the army again ?' faid he. 
- * Yes. My friend,— that friend who 
has been fo unjuftly calumniated becaufe 
he has afted fo nobly by my father, by my 
Mer, ^id >by myfelf, is nOw encreaifing hH 
unexampled benefits by treating for a 
company for me in a regiment ftationed in 
Jamaica. Thither I (hall go as foon as 
the negociation is completed, (which will 
probably be in the conrfe of a week j) with 
my wife, whofe -father is one of the moft 
opulent men on the ifland.' 

** At the. mention of this alliance all 
Lord. Hawkhurft's ideas of your brother's 
iituation feemed fuddenly to' change* 
* God blefs me !' faid he, * I am very 
gkd?-i^£ncerely rejoiced indeed«<i>-to under* 
. . iland 



ftm4 that» Very! opiilcm,^ is he ? I hdve 
beea o^finformM thenar to ]ixHir marnage^ 
I qnderftood it was not akogethec fa pru- 
d^nt ^ match* I had an unaccountablb 
iijotianjhat your lady was a Spaniard^ with 
whom you raft ftom.a convent. I am ex^ 
li?^maljf glad your profpefts arc fo nsuch 
pif^re flattering than theji have been reprc-* 
ient^; andlgifveyoti my word of ho- 
Bourt my deiar nephew, that I not oniy 
highly approve your going to Jamaicaj 
but if there is any thing that I can do to 
affift good Sir Edward in fervirtg you, you 
inay freely command me/ 

** Chefterville llightly thanking him, 
ftayed not for a repetition of this new born 
and unexpected kiodnefsj but haftening 
ftom the houfey feid to me-^* Cv^ie on 
his mercenary politics ! Did you. observe 
how civil he grew when he^ learned that I 
was related to opulence ?' The fcllovr will 
lick my f^ if at any time. Ifhouldhe po& 
iibfied of a fortune. Ho^ my fbtal: defpife^ 
hiia! I. will have noac c£ hil fcrviccsl 

But 
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But Montgomery^ I muft, though I caa^ 
not have, it from - him^ have, firom rome-^ 
body, farther fatisfaftion in regard to Ethe^ 
linde. The Maltravers's (hall not go about^ 
juftifying Lady Newenden at the expence 
of my fitter. I will go myfelf to old Mal^ 
travers ' Here you will, I know, par- 
don me for having interrupted your bro* 
ther, and having attempted to difiuad^ 
him from a ftep that in my idea can be abr 
tended with no good confequences. Mal- 
travers, bigotted to his daughter, and in*« 
different to every thing elfe, will be irritated 
but not fiienced. The breach between 
him and Sir Edward will then be fo far 
widened as to become incapable of accom- 
modation, which he is now certainly aim- 
ing at though he h^s miftaken the means* 
It is impoffible to. help lamenting the. un- 
happinefs of Sir Edward; impoBible to 
help wi(king that h^ n^iay have been mif-* 
taken in re^rd to Lady Newenden^s cul- 
pability. Is it npt poffible that this diYifioiQ*^ 
fo &cal to the p^ace of ^1 {:bQ faau}y> map 

be 
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be retrieved and forgotten ? You have an 
heart which would rejoice in fuch an event, 
could it "be brought about." 

" Indeed," anfwered Ethelinde, " it is 
and has, from thcearlieft intelligence 1 had 
of the unhappy mifundcrftanding, been 
my firft wi(h to fee it at an end ; but when- 
ever I have ventured to exprefs that wifh 
to Sir Edward, he has appeared averfe to 
the fubjeft, and has entreated me to drop 
k. Lady Ncwendeii is of a temper fo 
haughty and unbending, that even if (he 
is innocent of the errors Sir Edward im- 
putes to her, (he had rather endure the 
inconveniences that follow his fufpicions 
than deign to enter -into her juftification ; 
and che means Mr, Maltravers has fo in- 
judicioully adopted, of applying to Lx)rd 
Hawkhurft, has made all probability of an 
amicable adjuftment more difficult and 
diftant. One (lep, however, is in ti^ 
power, and that it is my immediate deter- 
mination to take.^-^I will immediately quit 
this houfe ; and, fince I have neither afy- 

lum 
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lum nor fupport, feek for both the ont 
and the other by gettiing into fomc employ- 
ment." : ; . ; , : . 
:** Have yon then no afylum, Ethe* 
linde?" faid Montgomcriy* looking oA her 
with mournful tend^rnefs ; *' aind can,^ny 
other fituat ion be fp cri^ditable^ can any 
fo efFeftually put an en4 to the wiqkednefa 
and folly that has attempt^ to blaft your 
chaiadtery as your taking my mother foy 
your protedrefs, while you conftitute at 
once her happinefs and that of your Mont- 
jgomery ?** , , 

Her deep blufhe^, her eyes filled with 
tears, her filent agitation, combined to in* 
fpire him with an hope that (he heard him 
not reluftantly. Animated by the idea, he 
rapidly urged every argumept. with which 
his pai&onate tendernefs furnifhed him, to 
induce her to confenjt to an immediate mar- 
riage. — ** Oh ! hearme !** cried he; *'foul 
of my exiftence, hear me ! Argue not 
with cold pecuniary prudence againft my 
love. Give me but a right to call you 

mine. 
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mme^ brttoc^hlj mifte, and I will leave 
you in the care of my mother, and go whi- 
therfoevcr that beloved hand (hall point to 
fftC the path of ItoricHirabfle profit. Ah ! 
chink of what a man ftiay be capable who 
kmw6 that his fuccefs is to give afHuence 
to a wife fb adcned, to a liidther fo revered ; 
ati4 that his return will be welcomed by 
two bfcihgs fo worthy of his moft arduous 
iseertioBs. Aniiriatid by a certainty fo en- 
dijaififtg, I (h6uld feel no fetigue! I Ihould 
fear no peril !** 

He was thus proceeding, when Ethelinde, 
fto longer able to conceal what flie felt, 
burft into a paflion of tears. For fome 
time utterance w^ denied her; but at 
kngth (he (aid-^^* Prefs me no more, 
Montgomery, onafubjeft where my duty 
and my wi(hes are already but too much at 
varitece. I ought nbt to" hear yoti, wheh 
I know they can never be reconciled. It 
is? hot merely pettiniary prudence, but ho- 
nor itfelf that fchrbids my liftening to pro- 

•je(5Vs 



jeAs which c«n never be redli^d but at thd 
eacpcncc of your iaterefk.** 
. ^^ Gniciods Jbcaiveti ! icam ^y thing be 
my ceal interefbbut' my happtnefs f Would 
tfaeiiighdft titles^ the taoft iinb&unded af^ 
fluence^ afford me €ven die (hadow of it' 
wlthmit you ? Would not' die humbkft 
cottage, tbtt remotefl obfcurioy, be a ter^ 
neftnal |»radife with you ? iAh ! Eidie^ 
linde ! if y(Mi loved but Half a^ nvelilias Liio^ 
you- could not coldly argi:ie on -prudence . 
and diferecion r* . ^ ^ 
■■ '^ Wbuld to heiveJi thctfe was nc^ ntwO- 
fky foCme ter'^4b I* The n^ommik ^tie^ 
rofity <il^*f|oiar iefearafter, t«id- yout< » i*gattl 
for me, which is, T bett<6ve, - very* flnfe^r*^ 
XK>w fiJMtfce ill Sncoftvcnieriocs difippear 

• 

which' pinid^ct'Bnd TtsSm wmjld-fepw*- 
ient : but I, MoittgOm^iy, have feen. the 
anfguifh tfcit^ f*eyy 06 a noblci ii feelirijg' mmdi 
in beholding i Tjdcived dl^eft ^ipbfed- to 
all the tmcon{f6ttaia*^*cih::umftance9 that 
attend a very narrow fortune. Shall I 
bring on you this -tfalamity ? or cotild t 
> bear 
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bear tothink, that to efcape it you may be 
impelled alike by your tendernefs and cou- 
rage, to. cxpofe yourfelf to a thoiifahd dan- 
gers .Si^hich . you would otherwife . never 
cacounter'? ': No, Montgpmoy ! penny- 
lefs as i am, I will not marry ; I will not 
tab your mothef of the little fupport (he 
now has, nor hazard imbitteriag the life 
of tfaeniian T love widi anguifh and regret. 
Had I millions, I would prfefer you to all 
mankind. Having nothing, I determine 
to tear myfelf from you. Do not, I en- 
treat, you do not agonize my very foul 
^iih inefTe&ual remonilrances. My refo- 
iution may be rendeired doubly painful but 
^t cannot be fli.aken." ' 

*• Impoflible!" faid Montgomery, fix- 
ing his eyes moft expreffively on • her*s^— 
Impoflible ! You cannot h^ve taken fuch 
a rcfolution ; nor can you ierioufly think 
I will fubmit to it/' Thpn the idea of Sir , 
Edward's having , interfered fuddenly oc- 
curred to him, and he added~" I do not 
believe indeed that this oppofition is your 
I . own. 
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o^n. It is not in your nature to be fo i|i- 
confiftent. You deign to own a preference 
for me ; yet are afraid of trufting me with 
your faappinefs^ afraid that the paltry con- 
iideration of money (hould intrude upon 
the felicity of a union fo perfeft as ours 
vrould be, if you are indeed fincere/* 

** j5^ 1 am fincere, Montgomery ?*^ 
Will nothing but that ra(hnefs which mud 
inevitably lay up ftores for repentance, con- 
vince you then of my finccrity ?'* And 
confider who there is hkely to have influ- 
ence enough with me, to make me a mo- 
ment hefitate, if my own reafon did not 
tell me I ought to refufe my aflent to the 
generous but imprudent and impoflibie 
plan you have propofed. Are we to think 
only of ourfelves, Montgomery ? is your 
Mother to be forgotten ?" 

** God forbid V exclaimed he eagerly, 
** for then 1 were indeed unworthy of you. 
No, Ethclinde, I do not forget my mo- 
ther; but in the propofal I muft ftill 
warmly prefs, I think as much of hers as 

Vol. IV. C of 
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•of my owa bappinefs. In leaving yoti ^o 
confole her in my abfencet I (hould leave 
the only perfon who has the power to make 
her with chearfulnefs fuftain it ; in leaving 
you to her tendemefs and affedtion, I 
(hould have no fears either for your com- 
fort or your fafety : ah ! confent then, I 
conjure you, deareft, moft beloved of hu- 
man creatures ! and give not your Mont- 
gomery caufe for a moment to fuppofe that 
you prefer to that dear parent, any other 
guardian ; give me not the pain to " 

*^ Stop ! Montgomery ! This is going 
too far ; and I muft beg yo\i wiU tell me 
what you would allude to by what you juft 
now faid of my being influenced by ^the 
opinion of others ; and have fince named, 
of my preferring any other guardian to 
your mother. Sufpicion, originally formed 
on the llightefl: grounds, is often exagge- 
rated by a warm imagination to a frightful 
extravagance. Let us therefore fufFer no 
fuch fufpicioa to go unexamined. It is 
undoubtedly to Sir Edward you avert. 

.Yet 
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Yet I think I know you too well to fuppofe 
that you can really believe he has on my 
mind any improper influence, pr would 
ufe it if he had. My father, with his lafl 
breath, gave me to the care of that noble 
minded, that difinterefted friend : my ob- 
ligations to him, for all he has done for jny 
father and for my brother, are equalled 
only by what on the fame points I owe ta 
you : I have long been accuftomed to love 
him, and he has every claim to my confi- 
dence, to my regard, and my efteem. 
Shall I go inconfiderately to throw off all 
remembrance of what I owe him, andfeek 
another proiedtion without his concur- 
rence?" 

** Inconfiftent !** faid Montgomery, in- 
terrupting her—" Have you not this mo- 
ment declared that you would quit him in 
order to filence the calumnies invented by 
the family of his wife, and go into fomc 
employment ? Are you fure, then, that 
to fuch degradation he would confent, but 

C % would 
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would oppofe your finding an honourable 
afylum with the mother of your huflband ?" 

Ethelinde, ftruck with this forcible re- 
mark, was unable inftantly^ to reply, and 
' Montgomery thus went on— 

** You fay, deareft Ethelinde, that fuf- 
picion arifes frequently from trifles the 
mod inconfequential. My nature is not, 
I think, fufpicious ; but 

* Who loves, muft fear :* 

** And fure who loves like me, muft greatly 
fear. I will candidly tell you all my 
thoughts. You may fecurely hear them, 
for of -your angelic purity I never could a ^ 
moment doubt. Sir Edward is, I ac* 
knowledge, all you defcribe him to be, 
except that I cannot allow him to be dif- 
interefted : no, Ethelinde, I have feen, 
and fo have many others 1 fear, that he 
loves you ; and his friendftiip f^r your fa- 
ther, his generofity towards your brother, 
was, though not entirely owing to that 
f aflion, certainly gi^eatly influenced by it ; 

perhaps 
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perhaps almoft unknown to himfdf He 
faw anger and impatience rifing in the foft 
eyes and glowing cheeks of his lovely au« 
ditor ; but he would not give her time to 
exprefs either, but took her hand^ and thu$ 
proceeded— 

** Have patience. I mean not, I would 
not for the world offend you ! But believe 
me, Ethelihde, nothing but your innocent 
unconfciouOiers of your own attractions 
could have tnade you fo long blind ta 
what has been vifible enough. Sir Edward 
k but human ; he probably thought not ct^ 
the danger till it was not to be efcaped ; 
and the mifconduft of his wife helped, 
while it put all your perfeftions in too 
flxikickg a contraft, to perfuade him tliat he 
was lefs culpable in indulging the only 
fentiment that fbothed and enchanted him.* 
Far be it from me to fuppofe for a moment 
that Lady Newenden's errors have been 
purpofely exaggerated ; I am pretty well 
convinced that (he has been gready to 
blame^ though I think not to the extent 

C 3 which) 
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which has been reprefented ; but nothing* 
qin perfuade me that in purfuing a divorce 
Sir Edward has not in contemplation a 
future and more happy union/' 

** Gracious God!*' cried ^thelindc> 
burfting into a flood of tears^ ** is it then 
certain that yon— that Montgomery can 
join with the malicious, the invidious 
world, in imputing the moft generous 
aftions to the moft unworthy motives? 
It is time indeed for me to quit the houfe 
of my benefadtor. But believe' me. Sir, 
ydur opinion of him will not make me 
more ready to embrace the propofal you 
have honoured me with, and this (hall be 
our laft conference on the fub|e6t." 

Thus faying, EtheUnde arofe, and ftill 
weeping exceffively, left the room ; whence 
Montgomery, who had already repented 
of having faid what muft give her pain, 
faw hef depart without having courage to 
detain her, or to attempt making his peace. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER II. 



A 



.T the bottom of the ftairs, where Etbe- 
linde arrived almoft without knowing why 
(he went^ or whither (he intended to go, 
ihe met Mifs Newenden. — *' Hey day!'' 
cried the latter, " what*s the matter now ? 
I never faw fuch an houfe in my life. 
There's Chefterville has been talking him- 
felf into a paflion below, and you and 
Montgomery have hQ^nfympatbizing above^ 
It*s altogether exceffively wearing. Do 
have done with diefe perpetual lachrymal*; 
really it hurts even my fpirits to hear of 
nothing but fquabbling and forrowing." 

*^ I am forry," faid Ethelinde, fpeaking 
with great difficulty,. ^^ that we are de- 
ftined to give you fo much trouble, and 
fincerely hope it will foon end." Sir Ed* 
ward, who fat oppofite the parlour door, 
which, a fervant at that moment opened, 

C4 no\f 
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now faw Ethelinde, and heard her fpeak as 
if (he was in tears ; ftarting up, he went to 
her, took her hand, and enquired earneftly 
what had thus diftreffed her, ** Nothing, 
Sir Edward, *tis nothing indeed but low- 
nefs of fpirits,*' replied (he, as (be at- 
tempted to pafs him. 

" Nay,'* added he, *' there is more in it 
than that. It is this wrong headed, fiery 
brother of your*s, whofc violence overcomes 
you ; but be calm ; be fatisfied ; I have at 
length perfuaded him to let Maltravcrs 
alone to me, and to fu(rer groundlefs ca- 
lumny to wear itfelf out. His commiflion 
is (igned : he promifes to think now only of 
his departure." 

Ethelinde now reaflumed prefence of 
mind enough to determine that this hour 
ftiould decide on her leaving Sir Edward i 
therefore fummon(ing all her refolution, 
ftie faid— ^* If you are not already too 
much fatigued by liftening to or arguing 
with my brother, extend your kindneis a 

little 
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fitde farther, and kt me fpeak to you in 
your ftudy." 

He led her thither,, and (hut the doon 
r*-^' Keep me not in fufpenfe/* faid he i 
^ what has thus affefted you ? whence 
are thefe tears, and why do you tremble ?*^ 

To tell him what Montgomery had faid 
was impoffible ;, (he tried therefore to con- 
quer the excefs of her emotion, diried her 
eyes, and fighing,. anfwered that her fitua- 
tion,, taken altogether, which (he had been 
refolutely inveftigating, was fuch as might 
furely account for any concehi flie ex- 
prefledk 

^* And has Mir. Montgomery," afked 
Sir Exi ward,, gravely,. ^^ been affifting you 
in this inveftigation, and leffening or en^ 
creafing your concern ?** 

'* Mr, Montgomery has been with me 
certainly; but my forrows he cannot IcfTen,. 
and I am fure he would not willingly en- 
creafe them." 

The excefs of that tend ernefs (he always 
felt- for Montgomery, had already con- 

C 5 quered 



34 B T H K X r Iff D By OR 

quered her momentary anger; and her heart 
told her, that havmg of late made many 
remarks on the warmth <tf Sir Edward's be- 
haviour to her, (he ought not to be offend* 
ed that the quick lighted and ardent loV6 
of Montgomery (hould have fuggefted th^ 
fame. To give peace to an heart which 
adored her, though (he thought it impofiible 
to give happinefs, fcemed as much her duty^ 
as (he thought it to remove from Sir Ed- 
ward an objeft which (he was afraid he 
faw with too much partiality, and to put 
an end at once to the malice of the worlds 
and the apprehenfions of the Maltravers's, 
who had publicly affirmed that (he was 
to become Lady Newenden as foon as 
their daughter was legally diverted of the 
title. 

Arming her refolution with all theft 
confiderations, (he now prepared to com- 
bat all tlie reafons againft her quitting him, 
which Sir Edward might plead as her 
friend, or^nforce as her guardian. ^* Sir 
Edward^^^ faid (he^ her voice faukering 

through 



though various agitations, '* you have 
already had fo much cmbarrajSment, your 
kind^efs and geaerofity to my family have 
been fo much more than I can cv:er repay,, 
that.I;almoft dread addidg any trouble to. 
what has gone, before^, thcmgh it mud be 
thelaft/.' 

" The laft ! . To what do you allude V 
** To the neceffity there is,^ notwith-< 
Handing . Mifs Newenden's prefence, that 
li (hould. immediately quit this houfe. 
Every thing concurs to make it neceflary ; 
I- am Cure you muft think fo yourfelf ; and 
however your generous wifli to accommo* 
dateL me may make yoYJ unwilling to acr 
knowledge, you cannot fail to fee it^ Suf* 
fer me. then. Sir Edward^ to go— fufier me 
to go immediately and remove what iip- 
pears now to be (however iS^range that it 
ihould be fo) coniidered 93 an impodlf 
ment to youc re^union wjii^ La^y N^r 
coden/* 

** Yes/* anfwered Sir Edward, hia lipi 
trembling as ha. fpoke ; /* gOj, Ed^Undr, 

if 



mi the eyes» of all the: eftimable part ofT 
miankind^t you might \(^thi propriety re--^ 
main; but radieroiim tUatyou wifii to giver 
yourTelf to^ Montgomery ; ; he is- indeed ai 
young man to whom the. fevereft guardiaii^ 
oould nor obje&, had he. a bare compe*- 
tence; or had you a fortune to enable you i 
to overlbok^ the totals deficiency of his*. 
Situatedas you: both.are,. I.appealto youTi 
own reaibn and refte&ion whether.! (houldt 
dtfchargemy duty if L did not. point out tO) 
you the apparent,. tha* unavoidable incon*- 
veniencesofifuchia» union, though to pre*- 
Yicnt! it^ if you are determined^ Lihall:noci 
tvcn attempt.** 

With: downcail^ eyes Ethelind^ heard! 
him ; and then fo reafonable did what ha 
fay appear, that: (he fek^afhamed of: hav»*- 
jng fufpeded he bad ever entertained forr 
her any other than a biotfacrly iregard; yetc 
Jier opinion of the neceflity of her leaving 
him. was notxhangedt^and (he. ftill refolved! 
to adhere to it. 

'I ^or wiU 7- 5ir Edward/' faid (he,. 

^ancmpt 



^* attempt to deny my affcdkion. for Mr;. 
Montgomery, I have told him, what I 
now repeat to fooy that had I onlf a nuK 
derate forttine I wouid be bis rather tham 
Empref^ of the worldf but ta marry; at: 
preient k indeed not in my thoughts > I^ 
have po&iirety refo&d^ I mean fttadily to^ 
refufe all his entreaties; but though I gOs 
not with hicn, I muft ftil^ fblicit your peii> 
miflfion that I may depart;'^ 

Sir Edward, feeing her thus rcfblute^ 
and confcious that (he was right, though> 
iie was yet unwilling to own it even^ to> 
himfelf^ began to» confider how he might: 
at once acquiefce in her determination, and^ 
yet prevent her being under the neceffityv 
of flying for an afylum into the arairoC' 
Montgomery. 

No projed to effeftuatc this Teemed Ib^ 
likely as a propofal that (he fliould go with 
Mil's Newenden, who was, he kn*w, im- 
patient to return into Dorfetlhire, and who, 
though (he cared not for Ethelinde or jfbf 
any body elfe^ was yet willing enough to 

oblige 
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oblige her brother when it neither put her 
to much trouble, or broke in on her fa* 
yorite purfuits.— ** Well, Ethclinde,!' cried 
Sir Edward,, after turning thi& thought a^ 
moflfient in his mind, '^ fince fuch is your 
determination,, will you go- into Dorfet- 
ihire with Eleanor ^ There you will dill 
be under my protection,, though^ at fo' 
many miles diftanoe' fcandal itfelf willi 
hardly be able to make fuch a refideace ap- 
pear improper.. Tell me,, (hall L name it: 
to my filler ?'' 

** 1 am afraid,**" anfwered Ethelindc,, 
^* that my prefence may. not be defirable 
to Mifs Newenden;. k was only a few^ 
moments fince, that fhe complained, as I; 
met her,. of the air o£ grief and calamityv 
that reigned throughout the houfe ^ to her 
my tears- appear ufelefs). and my wretched^ 
nefs will be burthcnromc." 

" You.miftakc her^ I believe," replied 
Sir Edward •, ** Ellen has not a bad heart,, 
though fhe has no great fenfibilicy of tem- 
per,, and may not perhaps enter into ai 

thoufandi 
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thoufand namelefs and uneafy fenfations 
which deprive of reft thofe who have quicker 
and keener feelings ; but I am perfuaded 
flie would be glad to do you any fervicct 
and be much happier to have you with 
her in Dorfetihire than to remain in Lon- 
don, which fhe generally confidecs as a pu- 
nilhroent." 

Ethelinde, without refource, unlefs from 
her own relations^ the family of the Lud« 
fords, to whom Qxe dreaded applying more 
than any evil that could befall her, was 
difpofed to acquiefce in this propofal, whtck 
might, (he thought, procure for her a tem« 
porary refidence, and give her time to con^ 
fider what (he could do for herfelf. 

Reluftantly, however, fhe thought of 
becoming an inmate at the houfe of Mifs 
Kewenden -, who was not only incapable of 
frienddiip, but of tenderncis and pity ; and 
who had no idea either of booka or of that 
fort of converfation in whicb Ethelinda 
delighted and excelled. The temptation of 
poflefTing the fociiety of Mrs* Montgomery, 

of 
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af uniting her deftmy with that of the mM 
flic loved, of being frepd from the necefljtf 
of being burthenfome to the family of Sir 
Edward^ or dependent on her own^ now 
forcibly aflailed her,, and all the objec* 
tions that could be made to her marriage 
difappeared} but in a moment all that 
her father had faid of the inconveniences he 
had himfelf fuftained by marrying without 
cither party having a fupport for a family^ 
and the mifery fhe Ihould fufFer ifaould: 
Montgomery be rendered unhappy and 
indigent for life, arofe to counteraft tha 
fcducing prolpeft her fancy drew of living 
with the two people to whom her heart 
was moft fondly attached, in the lovely fo- 
Ktude of G.rafraere.. 

Sir Edward, who guefled by her coun4. 
tenancy the fubjedt; which occupied her 
thoughts^ continued^ to pirefs for her con«^ 
fent ta fpeak to Mif& Newenden imme« 
diately i; which haidng obtained,, he. went: 
himfelf in fearch of his fifter. 

Cbd to. efcage fam London^ and not 

unwilling^ 



THE RECItUSX OF THB LAKE. 4JK 

unwilling to oblige her brother (who wtis 
the only perfon for whom fhe had the leaft 
regard) where his gratification broke not 
in on her particular amufements, (he com-« 
plied without hefitation ; and affuring him 
that Ethelinde fliould be welcome to her 
houfe as long as it fuited her to remain 
there. Sir Edward brought her to the room 
where Ethelinde remained that (he might 
repeat the invitation perfonally. This 
Mifs Newenden did with as good a grace 
as (he was capable of, and Ethelinde re-i 
ceivcd it with grace all her own. It was 
fettled then that they (hould ftt out toge-^ 
ther, in three days, for Brackwood Down^ 
The brother and (ifter departed to give the 
neceflary orders 5 and Ethelinde retired ta 
her own room to confider how ftie (hould 
take leave of Montgomery, how reconcile 
him to the rdolution (he had formed of 
going where (he (hould fee him no more ! 
The reparation between Sir Edward 
Newenden and ki& wife, was now become 
a fubjed of much converfation i and^ as i% 
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vfual in cafes where little or nothing of the 
truth is known^ various reports were cir- 
culated ; and while fome fpoke very freely 
of her Ladyfliip's attachment to Lord Da^ 
nesforte^ others afieded to pity her, and 
to aflert that to their cei:tain knowledge 
her indifcreet preference of his Lord(hip 
was iblely owing to the very improper 
ftyle in which Sir. Edward chofe, in her 
own houfe, to ft>pport her coufin. 

Mrs. Royfton^ who could not forget the 
mortification fhe had received from Mont- 
gomery, was delighted in every opportu- 
nity of declaiming ag^ft Ethelinde, tOr 
whom, (be knew he was attached. As fear- 
lefs in attacking the charofters of others 
as regarddefs of her own^ (he related in all 
companies, with many additions, all fiie 
had been able to pick up about EtheHnde* 
While Montgomery refided withMr-Roy- 
fton in Harley Street, fee had frequently 
talked to him of the. manner in which he 
paflcd his time at Gnafrnere, and of what 
ke. knew of the. people in the neighbour* 

hood:: 
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hood : by thefe means (he had heard many 
trifling circumftanccs in mere convcrfation 
which (he now ingenioufly put together, 
and faid every where, that (he knew, from 
tindoubted authority, that the intimacy 
between Sir Edward and Mifs Chcfterville 
had been long underftood, and that he had 
tried to marry her to his ward, Mr. Dave- 
nant, in order to Wind Lady Newenden, 
but that the young man was too wife to be 
taken in. 

Royfton himfelf had, among numberlefs 
ridiculous foibles, that of being a male 
goflip : pa(fing half the year at his feat ad- 
joining to one of the boroughs he pofle(red, 
he had been accuftomed to occupy his po- 
litics by ftudying the family hiftorics of 
the haberdafhers, tanners, woolcombers, 
braziers, butchers, flioemakers, and chand- 
ler's (hops, in the little town; and finding 
Itis genius extend with his knowledge, he 
by degrees became acquainted with every 
thing that happened in the gentlemen's fa- 
milies twenty miles round ; by whom, as 

he 
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he was hated for his fupercilious infolence,' 
defpifed for his tneannefs^ and laughed at 
for his folly, he was feldom admitted to 
their panics; and the fple«n he conceived 
at their negled or contempt, he vented in 
calumny and abufe* Thus he had ac- 
quired an habit of retailing, in all compa- 
nies and on all occafions, fcraps of fcandal,^ 
which were generally not the lefs eagerly 
liftened to for being oftener falfe than true; 
and fuch a refource is defamation to the 
vacant head, fuch a gratification to the ma- 
lignant heart, that Royfton, who was de- 
rided as having hardly common fenfe in 
other converfation, was eagerly liftened to 
in this; and feldom wanted auditors, when 
to vilify the charadter of the unhappy, or 
to fully the good name of the worthy, was 
the topic on which he was engaged. 

It happened, that the day before that 
which was now pafling, Mrs. Royfton had 
entertained at her table (more remarkable 
for the variety than the nice feleftion of 
its guefts) one of thofe non defcript beings, 

the 
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abe fungus produdion of t;liat rage for ifi- 
jQing novelty and tiofel wk which marks 
lihe palling perigd^ a man> who having 
been what is called rmned two or three 
times, yet contrived, by dint of affurance 
;and lingularity^ to be noticed by a feyir 
idle men of fortune; and ftill found means 
to ifiake his way among fets of people, 
who, having no real confequence, none of 
that refpeftability which gaod morals and 
.good manners beftow on affluence, make 
to themfelves a confequence of their own 
by fome affeijation either of literary emi- 
nence or ftrange peculiarity. This gen- 
tleman (for that title, like fome in the army, 
is always retained) had, by faying and de- 
fending very impertinent things, pafled 
for a man of courage; and by picking 
obfolete repartees out of old magazines, 
forgotten plays, and jeft books, (which he 
drefied in a motly and quaint language of 
bis own) for a man of wit. On the ftrength 
of thefe two qualifications, a perfeft reli- 
ance on his own abilities, and a fovereign 

contempt 
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contempt for all others, he had fome time 
been a profeffed genius, ** a fellow of infi- 
nite jeft ;•' tired, however, of feeing iM 
mots which were not uttered without many 
a painful refearch into the dark annals of 
bbfcurity, retailed to the profit of others, 
while empty honor alone remained for Wm, 
he courageoufly refolved to turn his united 
talents to account ; and nothing doubting 
but that his fword would awe thofe whom 
his pen might perchance offend, he mag- 
nanimoufly determined to confolidate his 
fmall remaining ftock of money with his 
new modelled ftock of old wit, and became 
the purchafer, proprietor, and direftor of a 
newfpaper. 

As he began moft unmercifully, and 
gave no quarter, his paper was immediately 
confidered as the principal vehicle of daily 
fcandal; and whoever was folicitous to 
take away a character through malice, or 
to acquire one for folly, were fure of 
exhibiting or bemg exhibited in *^ the 
falhionable paper." This was fometinies 

carried 
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carried to fuch excefs, that the proprietor 
did not find himfelf quite fo eafy and un- 
molefted as he had figured to himfelf he 
ftiould be ; a few who thought themfelves 
too grofsly infulted, entered into explana- 
tions which generally ended in the pro- 
prietor's publicly begging pardon, laying 
the fault on the printer, protefting that no 
ofience was meant, and diredtly contradift- 
ing in the print of Tuefday what had been 
daringly inferted as an authentic fadt in 
that of Monday. Every body bought 
what every body execrated as a nuifance; 
and confoled by the trite but proverbial 
faying, *^ let thofe laugh that win," Mr, 
Popgun enjoyed his pecuniary fuccefs, and 
z. Species of fame with which he was as well 
content as if it had been of a more honour- 
able kind. 

Such was the man, who having been 
ihut.out from all reputable focieties, that 
he might not gleam the common occur- 
rences of life to transform for the purpofes 
of his paper, dill found a feat at the tabic 

Vol. IV. D of 



of Mrs* Royfton ; where thtf fcaarinefs of 
his fare was well made up by the anecdotes 
he acquired* Royfton, a flrange mixture 
of pride and meannefs, of oftentation and 
avarice, not diiliking a numerous circle^ 
whom he fed, however, with as much fru' 
gality as poffible> and who, though they 
not unfrequendy rofc hungry from very 
little meat, wretchedly dreffed in a*i> afiec^ 
nation of French cookery, had yet the glory 
of eating that little from fuperb old plate, 
which looked as if it had been dug out of 
Hcrculaneum. 

At one of thefe dinners, on the day be- 
fore mentioned, the condudbor of the newf- 
paper was a gueft. Mr. and Mrs. Royfton 
both related all they knew, and much that 
they had imagined, of the affairs of the 
Newendcn family : they gave particulars 
of much that paffcd at the Abbey, and of 
converfations at Briftol, which made Sir 
Edward appear as the moft worihlefs and 
cruel huft)and to an amiable and unoffend- 
ing wife; all which duly treafuring up, 

their 
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their gueft at th6 ufoal- hour departed. It 
hapipcncd that the fbUdrnng ' mornmg 
Montgonlery and Gheftei»vi!!ii \^ere to meet 
a gentleman: with whom tHkt lattet- had 
bufiricfs relative td his comimiffion, at a 
coffcfe houfe in the Hayrnattct : Montgo- 
mery being paffed his^ appointment, Ghef- 
terVilic arid the gentleman' tranfafted the 
bufirtfeft without him, his preftnce being of 
no great confequence ; and then the other 
perfon departing, Chefterville fat down in 
the coffee room to write a letter while he 
waited the arrival of Montgomery. 

Several perfohs were irt the roomtalkIng^ 
to whom he gave no attention, till a little 
pale conceited' matt was heard with an au- 
dible voice to read a pat^grtph in which 
Sir Edward Newenden and Mifs Chefter- 
ville were mentioned iil a i^ay fo fcanda- 
loufly injurious, that an ejtclamation of 
difguft was heard from the greater part of 
^dxe tfnditots, and, froni all, of ^wonder. 

** Upon my foul,** cried a young man 

^ amongft 
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amongftthem, ^' that h too-bad. What! 
does he mention the names at full length?'*. 

*' No,** replied Royfton, who was pre- 
fcnt and who had read the fentence, ** not 
fo ; biit I filled up the vacancies^ and added 
to the initials the letters that iqomplete the 
names ; for it was at my table yefteirday 
that Popgun heard the anecdote he has 
here infer ted ; and indeed I know it to T^c 
true/* ' 

" Read it again, Sir," faid Chefterville, 
^•and with your own additions, if you pleafe/* 

The eyes of all prefent were now turned 
towards Chefterville, and the countenance 
of Royfton changed to a deadly white : not 
that he knew Chefterville ; but he difliked 
both his voice and his countenance. 

*' Read it again. Sir ! No, Sir— I (hall 
not. Sir* I have read it once. Sir— and if 
ypu have any farther curiofity, here. Sir, 
is the paper,** 

*^ I fhall not be able to do it juftice. 
Sir,** replied Chefterville, wlio now ap- 
proached the little alarmed fenator, ** fince 

I was 
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I was not prefcnt . at your table yefterday j^ 
jior can I aver it to be true. Come, Sir^ 
read it again/' 

*^ No, Sir — ^by no means.— —I really 
don't chufe '' 

" Not chufe, Sir ? when you nxjt only 
boafted this moment that the fcurrilous- 
fcoundrel was furniihed tvitb the anecdote 
at your houfe, but that you know yourfelf 
the truth of it ? Read it, Sir — read it— ^. 
and fill up the miffing letters.'* 

** Really Sir I think it fomewhat out 
of rule to be called upon; a. man in my 
rank of life, by a young, at very young 
gentleman^ whom 1 have not the honor* to 
know, to—to— repeat my words, or juftify 
a commxm newfpaper report ^ T diink my 
figure, my fortune might exet»pt me^— "^ 

^ Gentlemen,"^ faid Cheftervillcj - turn- 
ing to the perfons in the coffee room, ** this 
fellow, whoever he is, feems to be fo con- 
temptible, that 1 (hould content myfelf 
with kicking htm out of the room,, if this 
vrcrc not a mattm^ in which ev^ry man who 
♦ D 3 has 
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has a ch^^ef him^^fy or a fbmal^e r^l^fh^' 
vrbofe honor deferves to. be defended, \|^9^ 
not concerned. Ye have all pf you pro? 
bably. a fifter, a wife, ior a daughter, whom 
you will not hear bafely traduced : the ladyi 
i^rhom this amrojal has dared to make - the 
fabjedl of ap infamous libel, is my lifter | 
the dayghter of act Englifoman— of a (qU 
dier who ha$ &ed his bipod for his i^ou^- 
try---] iippeal to you all^ wliether thi^ mai| 
did not aiTert ibfit he knew thiis abu^ye 
paragraph to be true ?" 

The gentlemen unftnimoufly acknow 
Jcdged that he h^ faid fo. 

" Then Sir,** cried CbefterviUe, addrefs* 
ifig himfelf to th^ trembling iind difmay^d 
Royfton, ^^ 1 iniGft upon yow inftantly ac«f 
knowledging that you are a lying rafcal/' 

" Qood God t Sir;* cried Royfton, 
hardly able to fp^akt *' it is impoflible ypu 
can fuppofe-i-impoflible you eaa cxp^ 
Sae-^*aipon my hQnpr— upon my foul— f 
furcly you can never defire— — ** 

t' JUwk ye, Sk 1'^ fsud ChofterviUe-- 

^' You 
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•* Ybu aie, I fe«, a paltry infignificant 
irilow. But it is the fting of a reptile that 
b often moft dangerous. Acknov^Iedge 
yourfelf a liar 1— infkntly acknowledge it !*^ 

♦* No Sir— indeed Sir— I am very wil- 
fiog to (ky I might be mifinformed— -or 
»iftaktn«-but— •' . 

** That will not do. Sir. Since you de- 
tfine this avowal, Imuft enforce my af- 
(ertion ; fo I do teU you that you ai-e a 
liar ! —and to prevent any miftake or mif- 
information on this fubjed, I (hall add a 
memento that will remind you to enquire- 
•f me farther/' So fayingv he feired die 
terrified Royfton with a ftrong ai'm, and 
by an application of. his foot fent him, 
liowevcr reludantly, to the door of the 
coffee houfe; where his velocity was 
ftopped by Montgomery, who at that mc- 
mem being about to enter, flood ftUl in 
the door way, greatly furprifed at the rapid 
^nd involuntary exit which his quondam 
friend was making. Rx)yfton was too much 
frightened to recoiled the fricndlhip fub- 

D 4 fiding 
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lifiing between his adverfary and Montgo^ 
mery ; but apprehenfive that he (hould be 
fent down the Haymarket with as little 
mercy as he had been compelled to quit 
the coffee room, he feized Montgomery's 
arm, and breathlefs with fear and anger, 
exclaimed — ^' My dear friend,. I have 
been cruelly ufed !" 

At the fame moment Montgomery heard 
this, felt Royfton's gripe imploring protec-. 
tion, and faw that Chefterville was the man 
who had been committing the hoftilities he 
complained of, fome of the perfons round 
them were try ingto prevent Chefterville from 
proceeding, though he had no intention to 
purfue an unrefifting foe ; others attempted 
to explain the matter to Montgomery* 
After the tumult a little fubfided, Mont- 
gomery aflured Royfton, whom he treated 
with contemptuous civility, that whatever 
provocation Chefterville had given he 
would beready to juftify like a gentleman, 
and that he would himfelf wait on him the 
next morning to receive his commands^* 

ChefterYille 
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Gheftervilk thw wrote his name on a 
piece, of paper, which Montgomery gave 
to RpyftoHi ' and the two young men went 
away together; while Royfton, who faw> 
to his utter dilcomfort, that other confe- 
quences were yet to follow, got into a 
hackney coachj and as it drove towards 
Harley ftreet, he meditated on means to 
efcape^ the ignominy of having taken a 
kicking; without riiking the yet more 
direadful operation of being (hot through 
the head!. All appeared dreary and un- 
promifing,. Neither his age, his income, 
Uis nordiern' coal mines or his fouthern bo- 
roughs, were fufficient defence againft the 
ijrafcible honor of a rafli hot headed boy. 
'Often did* he wiQi that he had been giving 
his filent vote or making an harmlefs fpeech 
in the Houfe of Commons j and frequently 
did he curfe the indifcreet love of babbling 
about other people's affairs, which had 
more than once been followed by very 
difagreeable cifcumftances. From thofe 
which threatened him at prefent he could 

D 5 fee 



5S »TSS&INBSt o£ 

Iceno means to efeape; and he made no 
doubt but the next ^ fiifhkxiable paper^ 
would knpale hkn in «i anecdote to which 
its own faUefaood bad given grounds 
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Ontgomery, though he owned that 
Chefterville could not have afted otherwife 

"• than he did, was vexed that this affair 
had happened^ as he knew it would give 
new- force to the report, and extremely 
Kurt Ethelinde, from whom, however, he 
determined to conceal it if poflible. He 
was ' pretty well per fuaded that Roy ft on 
would fooner read a public recantation than 
meet Chefterville with piftols; but he 
thought that to let the matter drop with a 
private apology was the moft defirable ter- 
niination> and this he determined if poflibte 

^ vo bring about. Every hour encreafed his 
uneafinefs in regard to the fituation of 
Etheitpde* In a few days her brother and 
Jris wife were to go to Portfmouth to em^- 
Iteurk for the Weft Indies. Their depar- 
ture would ifiake her continuing with Sir 

Edward 
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Edward infinitely more improper ; yet ditQ 
inexorably continued to refufe to put her- 
felf into the only proteftion which could^ 
fecure her from the inconveniences of her 
deftiny, and refufed it for reafons which he 
thought unfounded. Though he highly 
refpected and eftecmcd Sir Edward New- 
enden^he was by no means content that Ethe- 
linde (hould remain with him ; receiving con*- 
tinually new obligations, deeply impreffed 
with the recolledtion of thofe fheand her fami- 
ly already owed him : and when hereflefted 
that Sir Edward might pofSbly obtain a 
divorce, and be enabled lo offer Ethelinde 
that place Vvhich it was evident he would 
be happy to have her fill, the moft uneafy 
and corrofive apprehenfions took poffeffion 
of bis heart: and certain as he was of 
Ethelindc's affeftion for him, fear,jeaIoufy, 
and miftruft, found their way into his 
liberal mind, and made almoft infupporta*- 
ble the idea of quitting England ; of which 
he fometimes thought as a duty he owed 
his mother, himfelf, and her for whofc 

fake 
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fake only he defired independence; and 
fometimes he fancied that to remain with 
then*, though to (hare an income hardly 
fufficient for their fupport, was more con* 
iiftent with his tenderncfs, and with their 
happinefs", than any advantage he might - 
gain for them by leaving them. 

At two- o'clock the day aftbr tfie difa^ 
grecable meeting in the coffee houfe, Mont- 
gomery was to go to Mr. Royfton to re- 
ceive his apology on behalf of Chefter-" 
ville, or ah appointment where their dif-^ 
ferences might be fettled. About one he 
was furprifed, at his lodgings in' Portliand* 
Street, whither he had removed to be ncaa: 
Ethelinde, with the following letter : 

Hatley-Jireet^ Fib*. 9/A, 17-^.-. 

** My dear Sir, 

•* Though I may have appeared un- 
mindful of your intereft (ince your abrupt 
and, give me leave 10 fay, unkind de- 
parture from my houfe, I do aflure you 
I have made it my bufinefs to ferve you, 

and 
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md have the plcafure to tell you that V 
have fucceeded ; my friend, Mr. — ,. 
Chairman of the India Company, having, 
this day informed me that an appointment, 
know fixed on for you of a nature fd ad-- 
vantageous that I am perfuaded you will ^ 
be fatisfied with my zeal for your intcreft,, 
and will believe me very fincerely,, 

my dear Sir, 

your moft faithful fervant,. 

J. Royston/*' 

Montgomery would have been mucK^ 
more amazed at fuch a letter had he not'^ 
perfedlly underftood by this time the cha- 
rafter of Royfton, That which neither 
rektionfbip nor friendftiip would have ef- 
fefted, the fiery and vindiftive Chefter- 
ville bad acconxplifhed by an infult, which, 
However it was deferved, no other man 
would have borne. Royfton, with whom 
r • iclf prefervation was the leading principle, 
L wd who knew that a man who had money 
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Mid parUamentftry int^^ft wo^d always 
coaunanfd a certs^n degree of outward re* 
fpeft, had perfuaded bknfelf &at it was 
beneaib the real dignity of hi$ flation tO" 
be governed by tboCt chhi^cal no-- 
fions of honchir which tnfliaence fuch hot 
headed s£nd romantic boy » as Chefterville;: 
yet he was well aware that Chcftenrille- 
could and probably would force him tO' 
£ght if^ he could nor peiiuade Montgo* 
mery to appeafe him^ and to prevail on 
htca to accept of an apology^ and be con* 
tent with that and the Fcfentmeni he had • 
already ffaewn ; but how to make advances 
to Montgomery he knew not; he had not^ 
€nly treated hia^ with negle6l but with 
rodenefs, wbich^ high fpirited and haughty 
Irom the confcioufnefs of binh and merits . 
it was improbable be would cafily forgive. 
So aftive, however, did the impulie of felf 
prefervation make Bjoy&on^ tliat the wKh 
of Montgomery to go out to India now 
occurred to him ; and as he had lately 
had an opportunity of ferving thoie who 
had .power in the Company at a con- 

lefted 
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tfeftcd dedidn for Diftftttr^^- Ke^ deWfi*^ 
mined immediately to apply for prefer*-, 
men t for Montgomery, This, a* he was> 
again by this time on thc^fide of Miniftry^. 
his application immediately obtained ; and- 
he loft not a moment in fignifying bis-^fuc*^ 
cefs.- Montgomery, in anfwer to his Ictterj ^ 
ftnt a verbal meifage that- he would be* 
v^ith him in an hour, and then went in > 
fearch of Chcftcrviile, to whom he gave- 
the letter he had juft* received.. 

Having. read it^ Chefterville demanded^ 
what he intended to do. 

** Exa(ftly," replied Montgomery, ••» 
I (hould hate done before the receipt of 
it: I ftiall go to Royfton, and^ as- wc 
agreed upon laft night, infift either on his . 
meeting you, or publicly unfaying the 
calumny he publicly aflTcrted/* 

** Hang the fellow," replied Chefter* 
ville, ** he appears to be fuch a coward 
that he is beneath o;ie's vengeance.- Let 
him fend me a written acknowledgment 
that he aflerted unguardedly what was not 

true, 
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true, and leave it to me to make what ufe 
I pleafc of the paper •, I dcfire to have no 
more to do with him unlefs he has a better 
appetite for fighting ; and iince he has it 
in his power to do you fervice, my dear 
Charles, get over the bufmefs as eafily as 
you can with him." 

** I thank you," anfwercd Montgomery, 
" but I aflure you if he had the power to 
make me Governor of Bengal, I would 
not accept it, if the condition was a comi»- 
promife for words fpokcn to the dilhonor 
of your fifter, Royfton muft apologize 
where the infult was given. You may rer 
ceive it how you pkafe; and even then 
he is, in my eyes, fo very contemptible a 
fellow, that I know not whether any coa« 
fideration will induce me to be obliged to 
him/' The young mea then parted ; and 
Montgomery went to his appointment* 

Royfton received him with open armsi 

" My dear friend !" faid he, '^ how plcafed 

I am to have you under my roof. I am 

iurc wc flxall now perfectly undcrftan^ 

cacl\ 
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each other.^ Moncgomery heard all tht^ 
fffofeflions with great cc^dnefs ^ and Rojr- 
lion, finding that all the advantages ht 
hdd, or could offer hinfi had no power tb 
diake that Brnrnefs with which he infifttd 
en a reomtacion being made to Chefter- 
ville, he agreed to undergo the ceremony 
jlt an early hour the next morning at the 
place where the olftnce was given. This 
point being fettled, and Royfton confoling 
iiimfelf with the fage refieftion that it waif 
more noble to acknowledge than defend 
an error, Montgomery left him, faying 
coldly that he thanked htm for the apk- 
pointment of which he had procured hhn 
the refufal,^ but muft beg leave to confidcr 
i©f it two days ; at the end of which he* 
"fiiould bfs enabled to give his anfwer. 
* As he walked back to his lodgings, the- 
turaultuoua^ floAuation of his thoughts re- 
-turned : Ihould he rcfufe an appointment 
which might, in a very few years, raife 
him to affluence, and give him the power 
«f hcftowing every indulgence on the de- 
clining; 
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dining age of his beloved niother, of plac- 
ing ike MfomM bbe adored in that ftation to 
whkfi her merit aod her bewry would do 
£> miich bonof ? Was it for hicn, thus m 
early youth, to (hftnk poorly from the 
duty iAc^nlbent on eirery man to provide 
for Himfelf^ and lake from his widowed 
niothcT more than half her {lender fub* 
£fiencc ? Tbefc reflefltons determined him 
CO return to Royfton^ and by inftamly ac- 
cepting the appointment^ put it out of his 
pwn power to retr^. He jQbepped back a few 
yards to ^itecute this refolution ; but then 
came the idea of taking leave of EthCf- 
linde perhaps for ever-^of leaving her to 
forget him, to becon^e the wife of fome 
more fortunate man, poffibly of Sir Ed- 
ward NewendeOf while he might be em« 
ployed in accumulating what^ wkhout her^ 
was in hia ndkid contemptible drods ^ and 
his refolutioa inftantly forfaking him, he 
again turned and walked towards his owa 
lodgings, glad that he had at leaft two 
days to conftder of the pix)pofal^ and to 

make 
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make another attempt on the inflexible 
refolution of Ethelinde ; whom, if he once 
could call his^ he fancied he coukl kave 
her with tranquillity, and undertake any 
employment with a greater power of exer-. 
tion and greater certainty of fuccefs. 

Slowly, and flill in a perturbed date of 
tnind, he reached the houfe where he 
lodged. He was furpriied by hearing 
from the maid who opened the door that 
a lady was in his dining room. Unablie 
to conjcfture who it could be, he ran haftily 
up ; and opening the door, was mftamljr 
in the arms of his motlier. 

So great was his furprife that he was un^. 
able to enquire the caufc of a journey f<>*. 
unexpected • She faw his agitation ; and 
with, that dignity and prefence of mind 
which; never forfook hep, Ibefaid — ^' Yo^ 
are alarmed^ dear CharJes, ac my fudden 
appearance, and perhaps guefs very truly 
that only fome difagreeable bufmefs would . 
have engaged mc to undertake a journey 
as unfloaiaDC. ai inconvenient to me«. J^ot 
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bM put)rou out of fufpcnfe: Mr. LeMoinc, 
to whom the management of our little 
property is efitrufted, informs me that the 
great houfe at Lyons, in whicb^ you know^ 
iixteen hundred pounds flerlitig of our 
fund was placed for the fake of receiving 
better intereft, has by fome mifmanage- 
ment been very much fhaken in its credit. 
The concerned are refponfible yet, and of 
undoubted integrity; but lliil their fitua« 
tion appears to Le Moine fo precarious 
that he advifcs me to lofe no time in with- 
drawing my property. It is a great deal 
out of our little all; and as the prefent 
ftate of the French funds makes me un- 
willing to trufl: it in them, I (hall place ic 
in England if I luckily fave it ; but as the 
removal of it will be attended with fome 
difficulty and perhaps hazard, I have de- 
termined to go over myfelf-, and having 
weighed every thing maturely, I fet out 
from home in a few hours after the re- 
ceipt of Le Moine*s letter •, and when I 
have confulted with you^ on your prefent 

lituation 



fituatidn, (hall proceed as fbon as poffibte 
to Dover.*' 

Montgomery, equally admiring her firm* 
nefs of mind and regrettiiig the fatiguit 
and vexation t?o which his; mother might 
be expofcd, now entreated her to fufler 
him to go' immediately to France inftead 
of her undertaking a journey fo unfit fof 
her. She told him, however, that fhc 
could give no anfwer to that tilt (he kne# 
his prefent profpe^s; but that being a 
good deal fatigued, they would delay 
any farther converfation till the afcemoon; 

Montgomery then left her, at her rei 
queft*, alone; and having procured hef 
an apartment on the- firft floor in the 
houfe where he himfelf inhabited the fe* 
cond, he ran to Hanover Square to im^ 
part to Ethelinde the intelligence of bk 
mother's arrival, and to fee whether Ihe 
would be induced to go to her 5 for he 
well knew that he could carrv to his 
mother no fatisf -6tion fo great as (he would 
receive firom the fight of her, 

Ethelinde 
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Ethdinda heard with amazeznent and 
concern the reafons of a journey to Lon-^ 
dop, at which flic ihould fo much have 
rejoiced bad it been occafioned by' any 
thing: bufi tiboeatcaed mitfbrcune.. She 
fofpciSled: wjiat was indeed true, that Mr^« 
Montgomery bad. forborjie. to tell her fan 
the W4irfl:. of her appndienfions rclarive to 
this- part of hecr fortune, for (he thought 
that nothing but very imminent hazard 
of its Ibfs could induce her to crofs the 
channel herfclf when fhe had in Mr. Le 
Moine an aflive. and trufty agent; This 
Ethel inde confidered as decinve of her 
fate. The afylum which feemed ever open 
10 her on the banks of Grafmere Water, 
that dear and tranquil cottage whither fhe 
thought that when every other hope failed 
hen ihe might always turn her weary fteps, 
and find, peace and protedion in the abv 
fcnceof her lover,, now feemed for ever 
(hut again fl her, and its refpcfted and 
amiable millrefs Hkely hcrfelf to become a 
wanderer in order, to attempt— fruitlefsly 

perhaps 
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perh^ attempt, to fave almoA half of alt 
that {he and her fon poflefied. Thcfe 
mournful ideas filled her heart with an- 
guifh and her eyes with tears. Sfaefae 
filent a moment after Montgomery ceafed 
fpeaking,— *' You will not go then to my 
mother ?" faid he, mournfully, ** you will 
not afford me the confolation of feeing you 
once together before I part with both**- 
perhaps for ever/' 

Ethelinde knew not that he alluded to 
his going to India almoft immediately, 
which he now believed himfelf refolutely 
fixed to do. " Ah! Montgomery," an- 
fwered flie, in a voice broken by tears, 
** you know that if it were poffible for me 
to refufe you any thing I can confidently 
with your intercft and my own honour 
grant, it certainly would not be a requeft 
m which Mrs. Montgomery is concerned.'* 

** You will go then ?" cried he. ^« Ah ! 
let us not lofe a moment/' 

** But it is neccffary to fpeak to Sir Ed- 
ward if he is at home,*' faid Ethelinde, '* or 

he 
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he may think my going with you extraor- 
dinary, and perhaps improper.** 

•• As you judge beft," replied Montgo- 
mery, piqued, though aikamed of owning 
it, at finding the deference fhe was ever 
inclined to pay Sir Edward. Ethelinde 
then rang to enquire ; but finding Sir £d* 
ward gone out, and Miis Newenden not 
yet returned fromiHyde Park, from whence 
no weather or feaibn detained her, fhe left 
a note to inform them that (he was gone lo 
pals the day with Mrs. Montgomery, who 
was unexpeftedly arrived in town, and thea 
departed with her lover. 



Vol. IV. E CHAP- 



74 E T H Jj^h IJi D E». Q% 



/i '^ 



C H APT E R IV.. ,. 



M 



RS^ Montgomery received Mils Che(^ 
tcrvillc with tranfport. The attachments of 
her warm and . fenliblc .heart . were now ca* 
dfely circumfcribed to her ion. and £the-« 
Knde.. Stic loved . them, with the m^ 
warni and anxious fondnefs The hopes of 
feeing them one day. united, and enjoying 
competence if not affluence, animated her 
eourage to embark again in irkfome atten<» 
tion to pecuniary bufinefs ; and in that 
h?ope fhe had reconciled hcrfclf to the prof- 
peft of parting with her fon, if it became 
neceflfary for him to feek his fortune in 
another hemifphere. ThedejedionofEthe- 
linde-, the tears (lie (lied in fpeaking of 
the parent fhe had fo recently lofl:; the 
defolate fituation (he was in, on which 
topic,^ however,, (he touched but flightb/ •, 

and 
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and the tendernefs, that, without acknow- 
ledging it by words, it was eafy to fee (he 
felt for Montgomery ; all ferved to encreafc 
that attachment to her, of which his mo- 
ther had been fenfible on their firfl ac- 
quaintance ; and with redoubled pain lli^ 
reflefted, that the circumftances which 
now appeared fo threatening to her little 
fortune, might put it farther than ever from 
her power to receive into her proteftion 
the daughter of her heart. 

After dinner the whole party acquired a 
little ttiore compofure ; and Mrs. Montgo- 
mery, who knew that the fooner (he reached 
France, the greater probability there would 
be of her recovering the money which ap- 
peared fo precarious, determined to exert 
that ftrength of mind, which in trying 
exigencies never deferted her, to canvafs 
with her fon his profpefts ; and to help 
him to form that determination which 
fiiould feem mod confonant to reafon and 
prudence. She confidered Eth'elinde {o 
much as a party concerned, that (lie was 

E z defito>3i^ 
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deiirous of having her affift at this con* 
ference ; and (he knew that her excellent 
underftanding would teach her^ whatever 
might be the feelings of her hearty not 
only to acquiefce^ but to advife the execu- 
tion of any plan by which he was likely to 
acquire eafe and independence. 

She began, therefore, by defiring Mont« 
gomery to relate to her all the confe- 
quences of the various applications he had 
made fince he had been in town. He 
obeyed her -, afligned his reafons for having 
quitted Mr. Royfton *, and concluded with 
fhewing her the letter he had that day re- 
ceived from him, and explaining the 
nature of the appointment thus likely to 
be within his reach. " I have given,'* 
faid he, ^^ no anfwer, and am glad of an 
opportunity of perfonally confulting you. 
Madam, before I return one.** 

** Since then,** replied Mrs. Montgo- 
mery, "I am here, and fincc another perfon 
is prefent, who I hope and believe is al(b 
intereflcd in your determination^ let me 

know. 
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know, my dear Charles, what are your own 
thoughts ?^* 

^« Ah ! Madam)** anfwercd he, mourn-, 
fully, >^ they are far from being pleafant 
ones. Your little fortune, too inadequate 
before to your birth and merit, may now 
perhaps be reduced to little above one half« 
I have been too long a burthen to you ; 
and too long depended on your tendernefs 
for that fupport which 1 fhould have de- 
rived from my own exertions. An oppor- 
tunity now offers, by which I may repair 
the injuftice of fortune towards you ; and 
certainly I ought to embrace it. I will do 
fo, whatever wretchednefs I may undergo 
in tearing myfelf, perhaps for ever, from 
all I hold dear on earth*— from you and 
EtheUnde I" He paufed a moment to 
recover the emotion this diftnefling idea 
caufed, and ^hen in a lower and more tre* 
mulous voice went on— • 

•• I had, I own, one hope 5 and did 1 yet 
6ue indulge it, the agonies of fuch a 

E 3 parting 
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parting would be foftcned, and I fhouW 
depart comparatively happy!" 

Ethc^linde knew he meant her confent 
to marry him before he went : but the obr 
jedions to fuch a union fecmed to have 
become ftronger j and filent and forrowingj 
fee fufFered him, without interruption, to 
proceed — 

** That delicious hope is, however, at 
an end, unlefsyour influence can prevail on 
Ethelinde not to fend me into a long long 
exile, under the mod infupportable of all 
apprehcnfiQns — that of Icfing her for 
ever." 

Ethelinde, who felt her refolution fail- 
ing, and dreaded lead the folicitations of 
Mrs. Montgomery fhould wholly overturn 
it, faid — " What promife (hall I give you, 
to make you eafy on that head ?— How 
(hall I convince you, that my firft wifla i$ 
for your happinefs ?" 

•' Eafily, my angelic Ethelinde," cried 
be, ^^ catching eagerly at an expreilion fo 
favourable to his wifhes— The promife I 

demand 
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dctmiid, nwft be given at the a&ar •, th« 
convidion* that you wifh to fee me happy;, 
I can receive only by your making me fo 
knmediately." 

^ ] dare venture,** faid Ethelinde, ^* I 
think I dare venture to appeal to Mrs, 
Montgomery, whether there are not objec- 
tions to what you propofe fo ftrong, as to 
render it, if not impoflible, at leaft incom- 
patible with reafon and prudence. To en- 
able her to judge fairly between us, I will 
le^ve you to urge to her all the arguments 
you have repeated fo often to me ^ and yota 
muft allow me, in my turn, an opportu- 
nity of ftating to her, when you are fiot 
pTclent, thofe unanfwerable reafons againfl: 
ib ihdircrett artd hafty a ftep, which I am 
IWe have already occurred to hferfelf.'* 
" Ethelinde jhen ar<!>fe; fend 'retiring into 
Mrs: ^Montgomery's bed-chamber, left the 
mother and the fon together. 

«• She is an-angel/' faid the fdrrtier, as 
ihe left the room,— ^**' In per fon and mind 
Oic gives me a complete kJea of perfedion, 
' ^ E 4 of 
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trf which, till I faw her, I doubted the cx^ 
iftcncc." 

** Yet you will join with her. Madam, in 
cxpefting me to leave her— furrounded by 
thofe, who, as fenfible of that perfeftion as 
I am, will have inceflant opportunities of 
recommending themfelves, and eradng 
from her heart all the imprelSon it may 
now retain in my favour.*' 

Mrs. Montgomery, afFefted by the ve- 
hemence with which he fpoke, and by the 
tears that filled his eyes, defired him 
CO explain himfelf, and to tell her from 
what quarter arofe that anxiety which fo 
cruelly agitated him, with what appeared, 
to her, a groundlefs fear ; Ethelinde's for- 
getting or forfaking him. He then, with 
a degree of emotion that encreafed the 
concern of his mother, reprefented her as 
wholly dependent on Sir Edward Newen-r 
den: he enumerated the obligations fhe 
already owed him, and all thofe ties by 
which (he muft confider herfelf bound to 
refpedt and regard him ; he defcribed the 

conduct 



TUB. RECLUSE OP THE LAKE. tl 

.CDndii& of Lady Newenden; the irrepa- 
rable breach which appeared to- cxift be* 
tvcen her and Sir Edward y and the pro* 
babiUqr there was, that a fepaFation effe&ed 
by law> would) ac fome period, perhaps not 
very rennote, leav« Sir Edward at liberty 
to o&T his haad where his heart wag 
fnoft undoubtedly fo partial. When he 
had concluded this little oavration) his 
mother faid——-^ 

** If all you have feen> or rather fancy 
you have feen, of Sir Edward's particular 
attacbmenc to Mifs Chefterville, really left 
jpo queftio&of i^ why (kould you Aippofc, 
kad he the power of offering her his- name 
and rank^. whkh he never may have, that 
ibe would accept that offer to- the prejudice 
of a man whom* (he undoubtedly prefers 

'BOW,, and who (he wilt then * be fenfible is 
abfeat only to procure a fortune, that he 

ifiiiay offer it to her. No, Charles^ lean, 
allow much, to the anxioirs folicitudc of 
love like your's^ but I cannot allow that 
jou can. enteruin thefe. fufpicion$ without 

V . E 5 injury 
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injuiy and injuftice not only to EcheUndc^ 
but to Sir Edward whole noblenefs of fpU 
lit I revere, and am perfuaded it is pro- 
duced by no unworthy motives. That he 
nay admire Mifs Chefterville, I can eafily 
believe-— who that fees and hears her docs 
not ? But I think the deiigns yog mention 
exifl: only in your warm and apprehenllve 
imagination. That he would a£b with 
the tendered attention, as her brother and 
hfcr guardian, I have no doubt: why 
Ihould you join with the ill-judging, th? 
grofs, and malicious world, and deprive 
her of fuch a friend, when (he has moft 
occafion for his protcdion ?" 
3 Momgomery, almoft for the firft time ia 
his life, felt' a degree of impatience arife 
while his mother fpoke, and he feized the 
firft paufe (he made to fay — *^ But deareft 
Madam, you donot know, indeed you do 
not—" 

^** Pardon me," cried flie, *' I do know^ 
very well indeed, Charles, that a young 
maa.in love fees every objcdl which he 

fancies 
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fk^CiQi 4)ppofei his paflion, through a 
falfe'tticdiam, with which fober reafon has 
fiC^hlAg t<> do; you magnify the kindnefs 
*f SU'-^Edward Newenden to Ethclindc, 
ftll ytmismcfhc is &s much in love with 
her 4(s yoo art yourfelf 5 and that therefom 
flic muft give her hand to you now, leaft 
file (hould be compelled hereafter to give 
it-to bim-: and then, forgetting that you 
muft equally quit her, whether as your 
wife or your affianced miftrefs, you con- 
ceal from yourfclf all the inconveniencies 
that may in the former cafe befall her j 
and think only of what may happen to 
yourfelf, if ihe rcitiainfi in the latter. As 
your wife, (he will be fecurely your's j but 
^ will no longer have a claim to the pro- 
teStion of Sir Edward, who will, probably, 
(and with great juftice) be difobliged.— 
You will leave her without any fapporr, 
but that flendef and now uncertain incomt? 
^fch flic m^y {hare wkh me.— You may 
leave- her in a fituation which will aggra- 
vate the mifcry of your ahfcnce> ^nd en- 
- < i • - creafe 
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Vtafe the number of helplefs beings, "wh^ 
iKlll have no other dependence but on 
your life. / have learnt how to tremUci 
for her, (hould (he be fo circun^vftanced^ hf 
recoUeding the terrors I underwent fov 
you, before you faw the light ^ and what 
1 then endured in the dreaded {crparatioit 
from your father, which I hazarded yout 
life and my own to efcape from. Shall I 
forget all my own fufferir^s, or be fo in» 
fenfible of thofe another as to defire Ethc^ 
linde to rifk equal milery i No,. Charles^ 
you do not, I am fure, expert it of mc^ 
I can bear your abfence, fince it muft b« 
(o— at lead I will try to bear it with for* 
titudc : but I cannot confent. to promote 
what I think will encrcafe the unhappinefs 
of Ethelindr, without really promoting 
your*s. Lcaft, however, you (hould for 
a moment believe (yet furely my ion wilt 
do me more juftice than even for a mo-^ 
mcnt to think of it)— that pecumary mp« 
tives influence me, I here aiTure you, thac 
if (he will accept lb bumUe an afylum as 

I have 
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l^ .have to offer her, nothing will naalse 
me (o happy as to have your Ethelinde 
iDhabic my cottage,, and ftiare my kicomCii 
irhaterer it may be*'* 

Montgomery, prevented by a thouland 
tender emotions from interrupting hii 
mother, now kitted her band, and bathed 
k with tears of tender gratitude, mingled 
however with thofe of porgnanc regret,, at 
finding that her ideas,, however conlbnant 
to the didates of foiand reafon,, differed 
wholly from tbofe which the glowing hand 
of ardent ai^d youthful paflion, had im« 
preiSbd on his (anguine and rnexperlcnced 
mind.. A fevere internal ftruggle pafled 
before be could determine to fay — " Ah li 
deareft Madam i I live — I ought to liva 
mW to obey you 1— - And though death ap« 
pears, to me preferable to the cruel necef** 
ficy of going from you and from Ethe« 
linde, yet,, if yoa think I ought to go—** 

" Montgomery^ rcpCcd his. mother, 
coUe&ing all her fortitude, ^' do not imagine 
that there is any confideratioapn. earth but 

youft 
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your happinefs^ that could induce me- to 
think of parting with you. If you believe 
tJhaS happinefs voiiM be more certainlyt 
obtained by remaining in England^ and 
fliaring the very little income I (hall now 
probably have, give up all thoughts of 
going. Eihclinde^ 1 believe^ wquld. be 
content with any lot, however humbk, that 
wjsi^ your elcdion : but ihould you, ought 
you to iblicit her to embrace it i The ro^ 
mantic idea of love in a cottage, which 
has diftra£bed fo many young heads, and 
Iwoken, I fear, many anxious hearts, is to<» 
wild and chimerical for you to encotu*age 
yourfflf in dreaming of, or for you to 
wifli that Ethelinde ihoukl imbibe.-^ 
Brought up in elegance, allied to nobility^, 
and marrying into a family as illuftriou^ 
a& her own, could you, Charles, endure 
to fee your wife, the lovely, delicate, and 
graceful Ethelinde, employed m the oc-^ 
cupations of a laundrefe or a domeftic?" 
It is neceffery, my fon, to be very fin** 
cere with you. My income never ex^* 

cecded 
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ceeded one hundred and fifty pounds ft 
year ; to what will it be reduced, if I lafe» 
as I fear I (hall, fifteen hundred pounds 
of the principal that produced it i Wc 
ihall then have among us about feventjr 
^unds annually. We may indeed live 
upon ic : and if my fon can fubmit for 
himfelf and for hia wife to fuch a mode of 
living as an income &> narrow muiik im* 
pofe, he will not find bis mother ihrink 
from the experiment.'* 

^ God forbid, Madam," cried Mont- 
gomery eagerly, (all the energy of manly 
virtue, which a violent and predominant 
paffion had awhile flifled in his boforn^ 
blazing forth anew) — " God forbid that 
your fon ftiotild aft fo unworthy of you T-^ 
So unworthy of the lovely woman ta 
whom he afpires ! Forgive^ and think no 
more of the reluftance I have fhewn to> 
perform what is my duty. To have called 
that angelic creature mine^ would, I own 
to you, have rendered the mifcry of parw 
ing moi;e fuppor cable ^ but you have 

convinced 
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cpnymced tnc I oiight not, for her fake, to> 
think of it \ and I (hould not deferve to 
carry with me the dear hope of being 
one day her hufband, the fouUfoOthing 
certainty of beipg bek>ved by her, wene 
I fo incapable of real affc&ioni as not*flO 
-prefer her tranquillity to my own. The 
more fevere this ftruggle appears, the more 
I will try to go through it as becomes 
she ion of Montgomery, and of fuch a 
mother.**— —While he fpoke however of 
fortituile, he vainly tried to conquer the 
anguifh which the idea of fuch a (eparation 
occafioned* Mrs. Montgomery had ex^ 
erted herfelf to the utmoft; and fearing 
leaft flie fliould finifh the . converfation 
with lefs firmnefs thaa (he had fiiewn 
during its contifiuance^ Ihe xofe. and^ 
abruptly left the room^ Montgomery 
attempted not to flop her ; but leaning 
bis arm on the table, he remained medi- 
tating on his fituation, and arming him;- 
ftrlf with all the fortitude which he could 
coUeS from pride,. reafon^ and filial duty :. 

the. 
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die Bt& forbade him to think of placing his 
wifd in a fituation fo unworthy of her; 
the fecond ihewed the impradicability 
of their living on fo fmall an income; 
and the third reprcfented the cruelty and 
injuftice of depriving his beloved parent of 
any part of that income» which^ reduced 
as he feared it muft be^ was hardly enough 
to procure for her the neceflaries of life* 
He now thought himfelf no longer in 
danger of relapfing into the weaknefs he 
had but a moment before (hewn; but 
then a formidable phalanx of fears arofe, 
which, though they could not Ihake his 
determination, made it almofl: infupport- 
ably painful— -—Sir Edward Newenden ! 
all the obligations Ethelinde owed him; 
all Ihe muft yet receive-, his perfonal 
merit; his certain attachment; all ap- 
proaching her in the feducing femblancc 
of difinterefted affeAion ! For a moment 
he felt all the agonies of jealoufy : then 
refleding on the honour and the principle^ 
of Sir Edward ; on the delicacy of Ethe^ 

Trnd^'a 
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linde's mind, and 'the Gertainty of htt - 
afFciSion for himfclf, he conquered the 
hydra he had raifed; till the probable 
kngth of his abfence, the poflibifty of 
Sir JEdward's becoming free, and the 
eafy tranfition from gratitude to love^ 
again recurred ; and reaibn, prudence^ 
pride, and ambition could not, though 
combined to oppofe thefc cruel apprehend 
fions, prevent their returning to tornnfent 
him. 

In about half an hour, Mrs. Montgo- 
mery and Ethclinde returned. Candle*^ 
were immediately brought, which Mont- 
gomery, while he fat alone, had forgot to 
order; and though Ethelinde drew her 
hat over her face, it was eafy to fee by 
her eyes how truly her he^rt had fympa* 
thized with that of her unhappy lover. 
Thofe of his mother bore too traces of 
the pain (he had felt, in communicating to 
Ethelinde what had pafled in their con- 
verfation 5 and that which fhe was fenfible 
of, in thus being compelled by neccflity 

to 
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to advife the feparatlon of two beings^ 
ivho feem^d to be, though now perhaps 
doomed to meet no more, intended hf 
heaven for each other. 

Their hearts were all too heavy to 
allaw them to enter on general con* 
verfation^ ^nd too full to touch on thofe 
topics which engaged their thoughts i 
deep fighs, therefore, only were ex- 
changed s and as foon as tea was over, 
£thelinde delired to have an hackney 
coach called^ to carry her to Hanover* 
Square. Mrs. Montgon^ry had told 
ber fon, that in the morning of the next 
day flic meant to begin her journey for 
Dover •, to which place he intended to 
accompany her; and even to crofs the 
water with her: and he knew that the 
journey of Ethelinde with Mifs Newenden 
was fo foon to take place, that probably 
Ihe would be gone before his return to 
town. Struck, therefore, with the idea 
that this was to be a final adieu (for the 
ibip in which he ihould probably fail for 

India» 
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India, was to depart in lefs than thrrtJ 
weeks), he had no power to rife to obey 
her s but fat filent^ and yet agitated be* 
beyond the power of expreflion to . do 
juftice to the pain he felt. 

Again, in a faint voice, Ethelinde re« 
pcated— " Will you be fo good, Mr. Mont- 
gomery, to order a coach for me ?*' — and 
again he heard without immediately an* 
fwering her. At length he faid — " You 
go then !— and we meet no more !**— 
Ethelinde, to whom this idea was equally 
infupportable, could utter nothing. Mrs* 
Montgomery alone had courage to fay—- 
** I hope not fo T'— *^ And yet why (hould 
any of us hope," faid her fon, ** to meet 
again ? fince it is only to give new pangs 
to a feparation more dreadful than that 
which disjoins the foul from the body.— 
Why fhould we fay adieu at all — ^for 
myfclf I cannot !*' 

" Do not then,*' faid Ethelinde : ** it is 
indeed only fentiment refining on mifery. 
All that wc feel cannot be exprefledj 

and 
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ind of what ufe were it if it could, but to 
torture each other.'* She flopped, rather 
wondering how fhe had found courage to 
fay fo much than attempting to fay more* 
Montgomery, unable to day in the room^ 
went down himfclf to fee for a coach, and 
while he remained abfent, his mother took 
the opportunity of fortifying the refolution 
of Ethelinde, though rather needing fup- 
port for herfelf than fit to afford it to ano- 
ther — *« You judge rightly, my beft love,^* 
faid (he, tenderly taking her hand : '^ in** 
deed I know not whether the intelleds of 
poor Charles will be found equal to the 
wretchednefs infiided by parting at all, if 
you dp not exert fome fortitude to enable 
him to bear it; for my pare, I own J 
dread the hour when I am myfclf to fay 
farewell, fo much, that I fomerimes doubc 
whether I (hall have ftrength of mind to 
encounter it at all. I did think,'* con- 
tinued (be, after a (hort paufe, " I did 
once think of requefting you to go with 
me as far as Dover ^ but what would 

the 
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the gratification of that wi(h ptoduce> bift 
Citigae for you^ and lengthened, accumu<« 
latcd anguifh for my poor boy !" 

«^ If it will afford you, deareft Madam^ 
any fatisfajftion," murmured Ethclinde^ 
*' think not of either fatigue or pain 
that it may give me. I could feel in- 
deed only pleafurc in being with you, 
however it might be embittered by our 
iubfcquent reparation ; but I own I (hould 
doubt whether it might not be too trying 
to the refolution, and too deftruftive to 
the compofurc which your fon will re- 
quire to prepare him for his long, long 
voyage/' The words died away on 
her lipsj and -as inarticulately Mrs. 
Montgomery anfwered— " No, my dear 
Ethelinde, we will not think of it. — Alas ! 
our feparation will be fliort. When I re- 
turn from France, I may again embrace 
you. But who, oh ! my God ! who knows 
whether, when I have bid farewel to my 
fon, thefe widowed arms may ever again 
enfold their lad and deareft blefiing."— 
This ideaj fo terrible to the heart of a 

mother. 
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naotbcr, fecmcd to canquer all the fortitade 
which Mrs. Montgomery had been colleft* 
ing, A violent paffion of tears relieved 
her\5*which fhe had hardly time to indtilgc 
befferc Montgomery returned with quick 
fteps and wild looks into the room. He 
'feem^d breathlefs with' agitation, and faid, 
in- a hur-rying way to Ethelinde— " Mif$ 
Chefterville, the coach ybu' defired is 
tll^Sre'!— -All then ends thus,'* added he^ 

claffping his h:ands together ^* here, too 

probably, terminates for ever all hopes of 
happinefs for me !'* 

** My dear Charles," faid his mother, 
who now found the neceflity of exerting 
hcrfelf— ^^ You do nor, I am perfuaded, 
believe what your diftrefs of mind makes 
you fay. Many fmiling years are yet in 
ftor€ for you ; when the confcioufnefs of 
having deferved her fhall heighten your 
happinefs with the lovelieft of wonr.e'n'!'* 

*^'Tliey may be in ftore for me, Madam; 
but it is only a poffibility, Ethelinde is 

perhaps 
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perhaps deftined to make fome worthiei^ 
fome more fortunate man, happy !'' 

He was proceeding, when Ethelinde in* 
terrupted him.—** What ihall I fay to you, 
Montgomery, to make yoir eafy On that 
point ?" 

*' Nothing," anfwered he, in a tone of 
mournful defpondence, which funk into her 
heart ; '/ 1 would not fetter you by promifes 
which fo many circumftances may tempt 
you to wi(h you could break. If my diC- 
trefr, if my infupportable torments really 
moved your compaflion, you would become 
mine irrecoverably, and put it beyond the 
malice of fate to divide us." 

*^ If your diftrcfs moved my compaf- 
fion," repeated Ethelinde ? ** Is this then 
a time to exprcfs fuch a doubt ? Cruel 
Montgomery! Cruel, thus to aggravate 
iufferings which you fee I can hardly fup* 
port!'* 

" Forgive me," exclaimed he, '* I de- 
fcrve that reproach— but forgive me ; and 

do 
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do you, dear Madam, make allowance for 
your unhappy fon. I am almoft as weak 
as I am wretched ! Indulge me^ fherefore, 
in one rcqueft ! — ^I cannot, Etheiinde, 
I canhot take my laft leave of you to-night, 
let me therefore fee you for only one mo* 
ment to-morrow ! 7, who juft now de- 
claimed againft the voluntary mifery of a 
formal parting, now defire to be gratified 
in mifery ?" 

He fecmed to expedt an anfwer.-— ^^ In* 
dulge him, my Ethclinde," feid his mo* 
dier, «* if you can indulge him with- 
out inconvenience ; and inftead of leaving 
London early, I will defer my departure 
till noon.'* 

Ethelinde figlred rather than fpoke her 
acquiefccnce ; and then Montgomery aiked 
leave to attend her home. This was 
no time to deny him ; nor was fhe able 
to do it, doubting indeed whether flie 
fliould have ftrength to carry her down 
flairs. She approached, therefore, without 
fpeaking, towards Mrs, Montgomery, who. 
Vol. IV, F throwing 
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throwing her arms round her, kifTed her 
cheek, on which their tears were mingled ; 
and then turning fuddenly away, Mrs. 
Montgomery cried— ^^^ May heaven pro- 
tfid: my beloved Ethcjinde, and reftorc to 
me the daughter of my heart ! Farewell 
on my return to England we (hall meet 
again !" The idea that then Montgomery 
yfould not be there to rejoice in that meet- 
ing, (lopped her utterance; and Ethelinde, 
who could not return her adieu by any 
thing but tears and fobs, hadened to the 
door, and was. led by Montgomery down 
(lairs, and into the coach which was wait- 
ing. 

When they were placed in the coach, 
Montgomery ftiU retained her hand, on 
which, as he prefTed it to his trembling 
lips, the tears ince(rant]y fell during the 
lliorx time that the coach took in carrying 
them from Portman ftrect to Hanover 
iquare* Ethelinde attempted not to fpcak. 
Her heart feemed ready to burft, from the 
violence of the pain that oppreiTcd it i and 

tears 
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tears failed to give her relief, though they 
fell in Ihbwers on her bofom. 
'. When the coach ftopped for dircftions 
within i a few yards of Sir Edward New- 
cnden's houfe^Morttgomery, having pointed 
out the door to the coachman, faid — ** At 
what time to-morrow may I come ?*'— 
** As early as you pleafe/* replied Ethe- 
linde. — '^ Will nine o'clock be agreeable 
to you ?•*— ^* Yes ! but would it not be 
better to fpare us both fuch additional fuf- 
fcring ?" 

** Do not defire to withdraw your pro- 
mife, Ethelinde; it is the laft kindnefs, per- 
haps the very laft, that I (hall ever folicit!*' 
This plea filended any farther objeftion. 
Montgomery aflifted her out of the coach, 
and led her into the hall ; then, only 
repeating, *^ Remember nine to-ny)rrow,^ 
he left her; and Ethelinde, fending a 
mefiage to Mifs Newenden, who was (he 
found at home, to cxcufe hcrfclf from wait- 
ing on her and Sir Edward at fupper, re- 
tired inftaiitly to her own room, 

F 2 Sir 
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Sir Edward had been vety tmeafy at hxt 
abfence with Montgomery ; and her mtif- 
fage, which figpiiied that (he had a c61d 
and head ache, and could eat ho ftqiper^ 
did not reUeve his concern. He dared- 
not, however, betray it cither to his Af- 
ter or his fervants ; and therefore, with 
an heart as ill at eafe as was that of the 
Qlyed of his folicitude, he Went reftlefs- 
2Uid difiatisfied to his own apartnlent at 
aa early hour ; while Mifs Newenden who 
had fettled with him that evening that 
Ihe ihould fet out with Ethelinde for 
Brackwood the next day but one» fat down 
to write to her fervants, that her houfe 
and her horfes might be ready for h^r. 
She had now been ten days in town, in the 
fined weather for hunting that there had 
been the whole feafon *, and ihe faw with 
pleafure the near termination of a facrifice 
to which ibe had reluftantly fubmitted. 



CHAP- 
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HIS dreadful moraing at lengtii ar^ 
rived, and brpught with it the fummon^: 
iwbich ChefterviUc and Yi^rine bad long, 
cxpe&ed, to let out immediately for 
Portfmouih, where the Weft India (hip, oa 
board of wbK:h they had taken their paf» 
f^gc> was arrived, an4 waited onl)^ for a' 

wynd. 

Tkc pillo49r of EthQUade had h^tn^ aU^ 
pjghc ftrewn with thorns^ which bani(he(£ 
every attempt to fleep,, and before fix. 
o*c]o(Jc (he was dreffed,. and ready to re- 
geive her brother^ who foon after tapped 
^t her door,; ^nd to)d iicr that they were 
ioimedi^tcly lo depart^, having received a^ 
mcffage from the commander.pf the veflfel,, 
who . wa« hjn^fclf fttting out £<;r Portf^ 
mouiiii. 

F 3^ Heir 
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Her affcftion for her brother had neither 
been deadened by the various fenfations 
flic had ' experienced, or diminiftied by 
his own ill condu<5b; and (he heard thus 
abruptly of his immediate departure with 
acute forrow. It feemed as if the fame 
day was to tear from her all that was dear 
to her upon earthj and her heart recoiled 
from the fcvere trial that was before her. 

Vidorine, though fhe fincerely loved 
Ethelinde, was of a gay and volatile tem- 
-pcr, and felt much Icfs the pain of fepa- 
ration from every body elfe fincc her 
hu/band was with her ; and Ihe fancied her- 
felf returning to her native country, and to 
a father of whofe affluence (he had enter- 
tained the higheft ideas, and of whofe 
kind reception of her Ihe was too fanguine 
to doubt. Chefterville had taken care to 
inform himfelf of every particular relating 
to Mr. "arcourt; and had learned that 
he ftill lived a widower on his eftatc in 
Jamaica*, that his daughter had married 

a&d 
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and came to England^ where (he died the 
next year, without children *, and that his 
fon had been fome time in Europe, and was 
then fuppofed to be making the tour of 
France and Italy, after which he was to 
return to Jamaica, and to accompany his 
father to England, where he had prevailed 
on him to make confiderable purchafes, 
and where he wiflied to fettle for the reft 
of his life. 

Young Harcourt was defcribed as very 
gay and expenfive^ but good natured and 
generous j and the perfon that gave Chef- 
terville this intelligence, who was the 
commander of a Jamaica trader, and knew 
him well, added—'* but as to his gaiety 
and his expences, they cannot hurt his for- 
tune ; and he and his father agree mighty 
well upon the fcore of money. To.be fure, 
fince he is an only child, there is a great 
deal of it for him.** 

This account had infpired Chefterville 

' with the moft fanguine expedations ; and 

as he had taken care to procure every tef- 

F 4 timony 
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timony that Vi£borine was the daughter of 
Xhe unforcunaK Anthonietta, he had the 
warmed hopes of her bemg received as 
a daughter by the elder Harcourc ; and 
that the younger would not oppofe her 
having a ihare of his abundance, Ance he 
had cow no other fider. 

The tears and languor of Echelinde, on 
a -parting which he thought promifed only 
a fpeedy and fortunate return to England^ 
ieemed more to him than the occafion 
called for i and he endeavoured to fhew it 
to her in as cheerful a light as he faw it 
in himfelf. " In a few months, my Ethy,** 
faid he, *' Vidorine and I fliall return to 
you with half a dozen negroes, and a car* 

. igb of ckyds and mufcavados, ginger, aloes 
and cotton, befides a ihip's lading of ma- 
hogany enough to furnifh an houfe. We'll 

: have it all configned to our couHns, MeiTrs. 
Ludfords, of Briftol, who will then, I 
dare fay, be -our very humble fervants 5 
and when all is happily difpofed of, I fliall, 
with the net .produce in my pockety fee 

out 
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imt to pay firft my debt • to Sir Edward*^ 
and tlienwc will purchafe- a pretty little 
ireehold^ with a* manor iiv fome county 
where there is good pheafant (hooting^, 
and you ^and I and Vidtorine will live alL 
together •as^'pleafantly m poflible.-'* 

'Ethelinde, though glad to- fee him fo^ 
cheerful, and that misfortune had wounded^ 
him''4(b (lightly- in its pafTage, could not for-^ 
get that not five weeks had .yet elapfed 
finoe'fae-faw his father e^^pire, whofe death' 
bis indifcisetion had . undoubtedly haftened«. 
Montgomery too, . the friend to whom he 
lladibe^ in the hour of his^.adveriity fo 
much: obliged j feemed to be left out. of his ^ 
arrangement in his vifionary cprofperity. 
-Sjie was moKehurti. therefore, by hia ap- 
parent want of afFeSion, than relieved by 
'fAs vivacity; andanfwered, with a deep 
drawn- figh,. and: a faint though forced- 
finile— 

" You are very good> brother^ to admit 
me into your 'fcheme of felicity; I pray 
:€fod^ that as far as it relates to you rfeif. 

F5 and. 
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and my (ifter, your imaginary good fortune 
may be realized, and even exceeded.*' 
* " Oh ! doubt it not," gaily rejoined 
Cheftervillc : " that curfed jilt Fortune is 
weary I know of pcrfecuting mej and 
now you will fee I (hall be one of her firft 
favourites. And pray, my fweet Ethe- 
linde, who deferves her partiality better ?'*^ 

*' There are," faid Ethelinde, " who de- 
fer ve it at leaft as welL" 

"So there are, upon my foul.—- No-^I 
don't fay there are, in the plural ^ but there 
is cne dear good fellow who deferves every 
thing. Yes, I own that Montgomery is truly 
defcrving ; and to ccafe ratling, let me teU 
you very ferioufly, my fifter, that if ever 
fortune does fmile upon me, I hold my** 
felf bound in honour to (hare every thing 
with Montgomery. I hope to live to fee 
him in affluence, and what; will -make, 
affluence dcfirable to him, your huli* 
band." 

ThFs warm praife of her lover obliterated 
the little difpleafurc which the too great 

volatility 
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Volatility of her brother had momentarily 
excited; and while it reftored him to 
lief tendernefs, redoubled the. regret with 
which fhc remembered that the globe 
itfelf would in a few months be between 
Montgomery and Chefterville y that her 
parent and proteftor was mouldering in 
the bofcm of the earth, and that fhe 
Jbould) ifter the parting day, become de- 
folate and forlorn ; relying only on the 
generous friendlhip of Sir Edward New* 
cnden, who exerted it not without ill con- 
IJlquence to himfelf. 

So many afflifting refleftions were 
enough to overwhelm flronger fpirits, and 
a firmer heart than Ethelinde poflefled. 
In the dejeftion which oppreflcd her, (he 
now wiihed that ihe had not fo refolutely 
refufed to unite her fate with Montgo- 
mery, and even to accompany him to 
India; now fan<:ied that it would haVe 
been better for her had (he determined to 
have gone to Jamaica with her brother 
and his wife. She fat in fpeechlefs for-' 

row 
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row by the brcakfoft table, where Vi£bt>J 
rine now joined her and CbefteFville ; and 
where Sir Edward^ who was ufually a* 
very carjy rifer, foon after appeared; 

If » the -girliih. levity of Viftorine, datfe- 

with hope, and pleafed with the thoughts. 

of novelty, and the alacrity infpired by 

the flattering profpeds of her brotheri 

were (o painful to the heavy melancholy 

•af Ethelinde^ the looks and countenanco.-^ 

,of Sir Edward were in perfect corrtfpon-- 

dence. He feemcd hardly able to fpeal^^. 

while by a painful effort only he kept up 

^ fort of converfation with ChefterviUe ;. 

» received with friendly attention Ws ac- 

know^ledgRients for ail the kindnefs. he 

-iiad Aiewn, and gave him excellent advice 

ifor the regulation of his future condu^, 

.and his introdudion to Mr. Harcourt, to 

•whom- Mrs. Montgomery and her fon had 

rgiven him letters. The mention of this 

.gave Chefterville occafion to fay that he 

could not go without feeing- Montgomery ; 

^nd thatas foon as he knew he was to fet 

out 
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jMt that . morning j he had' informed^ him', 
.«f It, and exp^cdihim t;here ev^rymo^ 
merit. 

-Ethelinde.grew' paler tlian before-at tbfe^ 
fiatelligence. . The mifery rf that :pdrtiqg>; 
^which^ (he ' felt herfelfi fo unabWto fuftain, 
^was new to be prolbBgedj aad to .he- 
iia«^tencd %y l^ecoming. witn^s to the, 
^evioiis farewel'that Montgomery .w^ to ; 
'taffce of her- brother.. 

She! bad noti . however, time ta d wcH 6»i > 
•the pcofpe&otfttch t^feene before. k.wasi 
'.prefent to her; for Montgomecy ;alaioft„ 
immddiacely entered : the room-. 'Sir Ed- 
. ward , ^ho had remarked r the jchiaage in ^ 
Ethelinde's. countenance at the. very.otenr 
ftioo of Hs aame; .now. caft his :pene-. 
:tfating looks towards her, and ikw,,wdi> 
^OKiQguifli, the mournfiifll and *^ heavy reyes' 
wJnich lecmed to furvey, in mingled pi^, , 
.lenderntfs, and defpoir, • the-fecexif Mont*- 
igomeFy, where on- ftrongcr fcafiures the 
.fame paffions were. more. iforciWy ea- 
^prefied^ 

Montgo- 
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- Montgomery fcemed eager to fpeal^ 
Mifto hide bis confufion and concern-j 
but he hardly knew what he faid. In z 
few moments the fervants, who had been 
placing the baggage in the chaife which 
Sir Edward had lent them, as being mom 
convenient for travelling than an hired 
one, came to inform Mr. and Mrs. Chef- 
terville that every thing was ready.— 
•« Once more then, dear Sir Edward/' 
faid Chefterville, who had now loR: his 
Alert gaiety, ^* once more let me thank 
yoi^ though words cannot do it, for ail 
your friendftiip, and believe that the firft 
purpofe of my life is to (hew my graii- 
tude-** 

He wrung his hand ; and Sir Edward 
advancing to lolute Vidorine, who thanked 
htm in her broken Englilh, Chefterville 
turned towards Montgomery—** My dear 
Charles!** was all he could fay for a mo- 
ment : then recovering his voice, he added 
— ** may bappinefs and heakh be your's 
wherever you are? and may ike rime 

very 
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Very foon arriTc when the virtte ^nd 
goednefs of Ethelinde (hall repay the ge- 
nerous friendlhip you have Ihewn to her 
father and her brother ! Sir Edward, rill 
my beloved friend can claim her, to your 
proteftion I commend my fifter^** He* 
fteppcd forward towards Ethelinde: and 
embraced her, but neither could fpeak.; he 
gave her hand, whHe fhe feemcd hardljir 
able to-brea^^h, to Sir Edward, and them 
ran down flairs;, and Montgomery, talc- 
ing the hand of Vidlorine, haftily put her 
into the chaife, and it immediately drover 
from the door. 

Ethelinde beard it; and with a deep 
figh and a (hower of tears recovering her 
voice—" they are gonel** £aid (he, 
faintly* 

*^ But I do not fee, my dear EthtJfindeyf 
faid Sir * Edward, who knew not that (h« 
was now iufTering all the anguilh of a 
.parting more terrible, " I do not (fee in>- 
deed why this departure (hould fo heavily 
afilidt yoti. I rather hope, and there feecoi 

tc> 



iPrisie Co.be every :i*afon .'to bcKeye, ^b»t 
what app«rs now .fe pjinfiiil will, b^ .jtt-=* 
fended with die aiolb fortunate 0Qp(ib^ 
fuences/* 

<^ y«5. Sir Edward,'* rcpUed (he> ^*£ 
know dll I owe you for having procured" 
poor Harry *^ rt-eftabUihinentin'tbearqiy^. 
tDd:for having fent him wberehe has:fuch« 
fikvourablc pro(pe6ts«" 

'^^ Tou owe me nothing,. .Ethdinde. 
TStit Utde I have been able to do .would > 
have been infinitely overpaid had it made: 
you eafier^ or could it nuike you liappy."^ 

Montgomery, after Chcftervine^s depar*> 
ture, had remained a moment below to^re^ 
cover himfelf; he«ow retumed into the 
loom« Sir Edward defired him to fit 
dcwn^ and'fpake of the friends of whom, 
diey had juft taken.^ leave with great re-> - 
^ard. Mootgomciy, wbofe (oul was torn . 
with fcnfatioas of« agpny hardly to be en* 
durcd, anfwered as wcU as he could ; but 
Sir Edward faw his countenance agitated, 
«d heard his .voice tremble; and eatiiy. 

conceiving 



THE RECl^USE OF THE t^AKE. 1 1 j 

conceiying chat he {bught an opportunity 
of being alone ^ith Ethelinde, he after a 
few moments prevailed on himfelf to leave> 
with the won»an he .adored^ a j^voured 
lover. 

For fome moments after he had left the 
room, Etheiinde and NJontgomcry wcriP 
Jilent. At length the former, who- found, 
that (he muft either ifaorten the fcene or 
fink under it, colleded x:burage enough ta 
iay— " Does my dear Mrs. Montgomery 
continue determined to fet out to day ?'* 

" Yes,** replied he, ^^ fhe does; and 
with her goes the unhappy man who is now 
come to bid you — ah ! too probably, to bid 
you an eternal adieu !" 

*' No,'* anfwered the faultering and trem-^ 
bling Etheiinde, *^ we (hall meet again : 
I am perfuaded we (hall. Providence will 
protedt the fon fo beloved, and reftore him? 
to his excellent mother.*' 

*^ And what/* faid Montgomery, inter- 
rupting her— ^* what (hall reftore him ta 
Jiappinefs if you forget hijn. ? JEdielinde! 

i£ 
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if ever you feel a wi(h to obliterate from 
your mind the idea of your banifhed Mont* 
gomery, wifli at the fame moment that ha 
may never live to know rt/* 

** This is merely diftrcfling me and your- 
felf, Montgomery. If you think me fo 
volatile, fo incapable of real attachment, 
I am unworthy of the afFeftion you profels 
for me. But you do not think it. You 
know that my heart is — ever muft be yours : 
why muft: 1 repeat that it never had, never 
can have, another afFeft ion !'* 

•^ Oh ! repeat it V^ cried Mcmtgomery> 
** Repeat it I befeech you ; and let me for 
one poor moment forget that 1 am going 
where I can hear it no more V 

What (hall I fay ?" afked Ethelinde, 

to make you as eafy under our feparation 
as our fituation will admit ? Shall I give 
you the moft folemn affurances that I will 
be yours or die unmarried ? If fuch af- 
• furanccs cither fpoken or written will afford 
you one moment's confolation when yoa 

think of me i .-. ^ 

'' No,'* 
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• ^^ No,*' replied Montgomery, ** I will 
not afk either. If yoii continue to love 
me they will not ftrengthen my claim to 
happinefs ; and if— but J will not think of 
it — ^if another fhould ever become more 
dear to you— the undone Montgomery- 
would difdain to retain a right to the hand 
of her whofe heart difowns him. Ethe- 
linde ! the memorials given and received 
by common lovers, can do nothing I know 
towards ftrengthening an affedion like 
ours : but you will indulge my weaknefs : 
there is a pifture of you which was your 
father's ; drawn, as I remember hearing 
him fay, when you was about fifteen : give 
me that pifture ; that when fuch an im- 
menfe diftance divides us, my eyes may 
dwell on the faint copy of thofe features ! ** 
A faint blufh arofe on the cheek of 
Ethelinde; and faultering (he faid— " In- 
deed, Montgomery, 1 would give you the 
pifture with pleafure— but I have not got 
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" Who few k i]^n ?** faid he eagerly^ 
^* Hav< you g>v<n « tp CheftcnriUe ?** 

" Nip/' repticrf Etbelindc^ Y^hp by t^i^ 
^eftioD had an opportunity of concealing. 
^e if uti), had (he been capable of artifice^ 
*• but Sir Edward, who is foqd of Meyer V 
imnm^uresi aod thought that not only v^ry 
like but extremely well primed, begged 
V^ to give it him,** 

^« And Sir Edward tlien/*^ cried Mont- 
gomery, " has it ? Sir Edward wears it ?*^ 

*^* I do not believe he wears it* Nq#, 
eertaiixly, he has merely put it into a littk 
mbinet where he keeps many othe£St'' 

^^ Aik it of him again. It cAiptnot be o^ 
d>e value to him that it is to me^ How. 
e0HU you fo cruelly part with it ?'*^ 

** How could I refufe it to Sir Edward^, 
to whom I owe fo many obligations ?'' 

*^ -Obli^tioiis !" exclaimed Montgo- 
mery^ rifing and walkiog to the other end 
of tlie I5CK>9^— *^ Obligations ! Yes, 1 know 
ijieir extent but too well !' *Tis thefe obli- 
l^icns which diib^ad me! A divorce^. 

w^chi 
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which lam well informed he ihtencb to 
fae for,, will give you an oj^ortunity of 
arqiatting yoiiifelf : and Montgomeryy in 
Inddbui) will be recolle&ed only to wonder 
how you could ever give him hope!" 

Thi$ was more than poor Ethelinde could 
faftain. ^^ Gruel' f unjuft Montgomery t 
Do you then really think fo ill of me ? do 
ybu rieally impute the genetx)us conduft of 
Sa^ Edward towards us all to motives vvhich 
he never, I btlieve, thought of ? I hoped 
that Montgomery, himfelf fo capable of 
generous and difinterefted friendfliip, would 
rtcver have fuffered Ixich a mifconccption 
of the noblenefs exerted by another to 
enter his thoughts : 1 hoped that his affec- 
tion for me was founded fo much on his 
good opinion of my heart and my princi- 
ples, that it c6uld not give birth to a fuf- 
picion and jealoufy as unworthy of himfelf 
as injurious to me.** 

Montgomery, who felt himfelf wrong 
send unreafonable yet could not conquer 
the emotions of jealoufy which Sir Edward's 

attentior. 
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attention for Ethelinde had al>yays given 
hiin, now apologized for what he was 
willing to allow unrcafohable, and now 
rtlapfcd into difcontented murmuring at 
his fate: but the pidure, , the pifturc, like; 
the handkerchief of Othello, was liill not 
to be got over ; till the weeping and dif- 
treffed Ethelinde was at length compelled 
to promife that (he would aik Sir Edward 
for it, and that when he came back from 
France he ftiould have it. 

Having made her again and again repeat 
this promife, he now attempted to obtain 
her leave to fee her then at the houfe of 
Mifs Newenden, and to receive it from 
her own hands. Ethelinde, though (be 
dreaded to think of this interview as the 
laft they were to have before his failing for 
India, yet knew (he ought not to indulge 
him in this requeft. She refilled it there- 
fore as long as (he could ; till quite over- 
come by the various emotions of diftrefs 
which (he had undergone, (he heard him 
only with lilent tears. At length he pre- 
tended 
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tended to believe he had obtained her con- 
fent; and while he eagerly kifled hejc. 
hand, told her that he by no means confi- 
dered it as a laft adieu ; and then, as if 
willing to quit her while, that hope pre- 
vented his relapfing into the frantic ex- 
preffions of forrow in which he had before 
indulged himfelf, he hurried away; and 
Ethelinde with difficulty reached her own 
room ; where (he remained till dinner, 
when (he tried to appear with tolerable 
calmnefs. 

But the trials of this day were not yet 
over. Scarce had the form of dinner pafled, 
of which only Mifs Newenden paitook, 
when a violent rap at the door furprifed 
them, as it was a very unufual hour for 
vifitors. Sir Edward and Mifs Newenden 
had given general orders to be denied : but 
a voice was heard fomewhat loud to echo 
through the hall, which was immediately 
known to be that of Mrs. Makravers, fay- 
ing — " Don*t tell me ; I know he is at 
borne, and I will fee him T* 

«< Good 
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** Good God !•• cried EtbcHndc, ** kh 
Mrs. Maltravcrs." 

** I declare I won*t fee her/' faid Mife 
Newenden. •* I hate her, an aflfefted^ 
painted old pufs/* 

*' There is no occafion for either you or 
Ethelinde to fee her/* faid Sir Edward 
calmly; " her bufinefs is probably with 
me only/' 

A fervant now entered to fay that Mr» 
and Mrs. Maltravers had both left their 
coach and infilled on feeing Sir Edward.' 
He direfted that they (hoiild be (hewn 
into his ftudj^ and immediately went to 
them, 

Mifs Newenden remained a moment 
with Ethelinde ; of whofe uneafinefs ftie 
took however no notice ; only faid of her 
brother — " Thefe people arc come, I fup- 
pofe, to fee if they can make up matters 
between Ned and his wife. Poor fellow, 
he'll be plagued with them, I fuppofe, the 
whole evening." 

" Would to God," faid Ethelinde, 

"that: 
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** that they might, however, fucceed, and 
that Sir Edward could be prevailed upon 
to overlook the difference that has arifen 
between him and Lady Newenden/' 

** He never explained to me,*' faid 
Mifs Newenden, " what it was that gave 
him fuch offence. He was fo much in 
an habit of bearing her mfolence and ca* 
price, that I thought he would never have 
grown reftive let her have done what (he 
would* I dare fay that all this rearing and 
kicking will end in his being quiet again, 
and fubmitting to the curb as gently as 
ever. Ned was always as foft hearted as a 
girl ; and has no notion of taking the bit 
between his teeth and fetting off, as I 
fhould have done long ago, if I had been 
jaded by fuch a vain, ill tempered, proud 
doll.*? 

^* Do not however,'* faid Ethelinde, 
•' my dear Mifs Newenden, oppofe a re- 
conciliation if it can be brought about.** 

•^ Not I, upon my foul,** anfwered fne. 
*• 1 have not the leaft intention either to 

Vol. IV. G oppofe 



oppofe or promote it. I wi(h Ned Very 
happy ; ^ I have no ikiU in judging what 
will make himfow No* I fliall never give 
him any advice about his wifejiiot evepi 
my opinion of her* And perhaps^- all things 
conHdered, he will be as muph plagued 
in parting with her as in keeping her« I 
wiQi hina well through it. Whuth^ve you 
got to do to-ni^t ?'* continued (he : ** if 
you have much preparation to onake you 
had better do it to-night, as I ftall be off 
in the morning at feven.** 

Etbelinde, glad to be releafed from a 
converfation (he Was hardly able to dip^ 
port, faid (he would go to prepare for fo 
early a departure, and retired to her own 
room to reflect with angui(h on the tranf- 
adions of the day, and with anxiety on 
the fituation of Sir Edward, who remained 
for fome hours in conference with Mr. and 
Mrs. Maltravers. 



A p. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



A 



T the hour of fupper, Ethdmdc^ 
whofe folicitudc for Sir Edward her own 
extreme unhappinefs could not leflen, coU 
lefted ftrength enough to go dowh. She 
found Mifs Newenden alone in the eating 
parlour, and that her brother's vifitors were 
but juft gone. In a few moments he came 
to them; and Ethelinde, accuftomed by 
the innocent afFeftion fhe had ever felt for 
him to ftudy and underftand every change 
of his countenance, faw with infinite con* 
cern that he had fuffered greatly in a con- 
finrence which had removed no part of his 
unhappinefs. While the fervants waited, 
iiowev^r, he affedted to talk with his fifter 
of her journey of the next day, and of 
'Ottier indifferent matters ; but as foon as the 
table was cleared, and the fervants with- 
drawn. Mils Newenden, who never had 

G z the 
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the leaft notion of checking whatever Ihe 
had A mind to fay, left ii.thould hurt the 
feelings of another, a&ed him very abruptly 
what the Maltravers's had faid to him. 

** You may guefs,*' anfwered he, " that 
the purport of their viflc was to defend, esr 
cufe> and fa.lG.fy the condu<5t of their.daugb- 
ter; and by endeavouring to prove my 
opinion <^ her ill condufl: erroneous, to 
prevail on me to believe I had injured her 
and induce me to fohcit her return." 

" And docs this come from herfelf ?" 
enquired Mifs Newend<n, *' or is it only 
the old .folks who deilre to make you be- 
lieve what they pleafe?" 

*' Really Nelly," anfwered Sir Edward, 
** it is an affair in which I feel fuch dif- 
trafting contrariety of emotions that I 
hardly know how to fpeak upon it." 

*' Nay I'm fure I don't deiire to know 
I you have a mind to tell me. 
r I knew me, .brother, teize you 
Ifecuriofity." , 

1 ihliLkug your curiolity 
tdung. 
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teizing, my dear Ellen,'* faid Sir Edward^ 
^* but rather thank you for feeling an in- 
terefl in my unbappinefs ; nor can I blame 
the interpofition of Mr. and Mrs. Maltra- 
vers : the former, either from his excelQGve 
attachment to his daughter, or from his 
wife's management, or perhaps from both, 
is blind and incredulous when any blame 
is imputejl to her ; and as to the old lady, 
flic knqws that in her own vanity, folly and 
levity, her daughter faw at once an exam- 
ple and an excufe : 'tis therefore natural 
enough for them both to plead for their 
daughter, and I could forgive them any 
thing their defence of her might urge them 
to fay of me i but when they forget huma- 
nity, truth, candour, and integrity, fo far 
as to aflert what they do not themfelvcs 
believe, and to blaft, as far ^ as in. their 
power, the clmradter of the innocent and 
defencelefs, I lofe my temper; and could 
I forgive Lady Newenden's conduft, which 
is impoffible, I would liften to no accom- 
xnodation till they had pubUcly vindicated 

G 3 ^^^^' 
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thofe whom drey have fo infamoufTy 
afperfed/' 

Ethelinde could not be ignorant thatf 
(his related to htr 5 ztid harrafled and cjy 
haufted as (he w!is, (he yet exerted hcrfelf 
enough to (ky— ** Sir Edward ! if you al- 
lude, as I apprehend, to what Mr, and Mrs. 
Maltravers have faid of me, and if that re- 
mains any impediment to a reconciliation 
between you and Lady Newenden, for 
God's fake forget it : I truft that the friends 
who love me lieVer fuffered their good 
Opinion to be (liaken by a report which 
fhofe who raifed it did hot themfelvcr be- 
lieve. As to the world in general, it has 
by this time fome other object of atten- 
tion, and certainly cares not what becomes 
either of me or the report r make there- 
fore no point with Mr, Maltravers about it, 
but be it fuffered to die of itfelf ; while I 
remain for the reft of my life where I may 
never again difturb the peace of my coulin 
and her family. 

Sir Edward was extremely affefted by 

the 
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pkintivc tcndernefs of her voice> and 
by the tears which flowly fell from her 
cyey while (he fpoke. " No, Ethelinde ! '* 
cried he, takmg her . hand— *^ were it in 
riiy nature, which it is not, to accept a 
compromife where -my own honor is con- 
cerned, I am urged by every motive that 
ought to have influence with me, to defend 
yours, and I mil defend it to my laft 
hour. Speak of it no more, my dear cou- 
fin, nor be thiis deeply affeftcd ; innocence 
itnd goodnefs like yours have nothing to 
fear: but next in infamy to him who 
would deprive you of the reality of thofe 
virtues, is the defpicabk wretch who would 
by falfchood and defamation obscure their 
tuftrc and' their purhy.*' He found him- 
fclf too much moved; and. unable to 
. 'command his emotions, he rofc haftily, and 
wifhing them both a good night, told theiil 
he fhould be with them at breakfaft in the 
. Inorntng, and then left the room. 

Ethelinde fat with her hand kerchief held 
Xo her cycs^ kaiiing on the table. '• Come» 

comc> 
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come,*' faid Mifs Ncwenden, ** lets havef 
no more of this fentimentaj ti turn ti non< 
fcnfe. Vm really worn to death with it. 
What fignifies crying? old women are 
always making mifchief ; and as to thaf 
made up antiquity Mrs, Maltravers, (he 
hates you becaufe you arc handfomer than 
cither herfelf or her daughter; and they 
were both more jealous by half of Lord 
Danesforte, I dare fwear, than ever they 
were of my brother. Never mind ; pluck up 
a fpirit, and ftiew them you don't care two 
pence for them, and then they'll be as 
civil as can be.^' 

^^ It is not on my own account,'* £ghed 
Ethelindc, ^' that I am uneafy, however 
injurious to nie their proceedings... have 
been; but I am miferable when i think 
in how much trouble arsd anxiety his great 
gopdnefs to my father and my brother ha» 
involved Sir Edward.'* 

^* Well but what good will being mife- 
rable do? It jcan't make things better 
you know ; and ypu will only fret yourfelf , 

fick 
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ficfc for nothing. If I was jou, I would 
get myfelf well, that I might look hand- 
fome and catch fome man of fortune, on 
purpofe to ftiew Lady. Newenden that her 
nialice had done me no hiarm. and that 
Ned never had aiiy attachment to you 
more than becau(e you was her relation.'* 
. Mifs Newenden was fo utterly incapable 
of entering into the feelings and fentiments 
of Ethelinde, that flie attempted not to 
convince her that this way of being re- 
venged would make her decidedly mifera- 
ble : (he therefore only thanked Mifs New- 
enden for the intereft (he .took in her 
welfare, and haftened to bed ; where, amidft 
all the pain (he had fuffered in the courfe 
of the day, that of having parted with Mont- 
gpmcry for ever was fo much the moft 

fcvcrc, that every other anxiety vani(hed 

•• • ■ • 

before it. It would indeed have left her 
no power to have fupported herfdif the refk 
of the day, if a latent hope that (be (hould' 
c^ice aigain fee him before he left Europe 
Imdpci Ibgercd 10 her bofom ; and while 

G5 Urn 
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(he wept over their parting as final, (he in- 
voluntarily flattered herfelf that he would^ 
notwithftanding her refufai to confent to 
it, fee her on his return from France. 

How to afk Sir Edward for a pifture 
which (he had given him, and on which 
Ihe knew he fet fo high a value» (he knew 
not ; yet to difappoint Montgomery after 
the folemn promife (he had given him, 
was yet more impoflible : after much de- 
liberation (he determined to alk Sir Edward 
for it the next morning, that (he might 
leave it in town to b:^ copied. She forefaw 
that this might introduce a converfation 
relative to Montgomery, which (he wifhed 
to avoid i biit as no alternative remained, 
and (he could not for a moment fupport 
•^he thoughts of difappointing him orraifing 
fuiew his uneaGnefs on the fubjeA' of Sir 
Edward, Ihe fixed oh thi^ pfa"h -, 'ind aife 
ibe knew he had nevef fcen the piffufts 
above twice, and that (he could hav% it 
very exadfly cppied, the believed he would 
not diftingui(h it from ihe originkT; and 

Ihould 



tfiould by this means gratify Montgomery 
Without appearing capricious and ungrate-^ 
iui to Sir Edward Ncwenden. 

Tte various agitations ftie had gone 
through: during the day, had entirely ex- 
haufted her fpiritsj and in defpite of her 
uneafinefs (he fell into a (lumber^ in which,, 
however^ the iniage of Montgomery, ia 
diftrels and in defpair^ attempting amidf^ 
/ocks, jH^ecipices^ ftorms, and darlmefs, ta 
reach her, haunted her imagination. Now,, 
(be fancied (he faw bis mother in all the 
igdnies of maternat forrow, weeping for 
his death, and accu(ing her as having beea 
Ad caufc of it i and now> that in the mid(t 
of a tempeft\]pus fea (he beheld him ftrug- 
gling for life, and bokding our his hands^ 
towards her and towards his nwther, whon 
bad neither of them the power to (ave him«. 
Thefe images had been produced, not only 
by the perturbation of her mind but by her 
liaving recalled to her memory be&re (he 
fleptall the fccnes (he had pafled through. 
itkb MontgomeryV from the 6rft moment 
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of their meeting in the ftorm on the banks 
of Grafmere Water, to the laft hour of their 
parting : his faving her when (he fell from 
the boat ; his generous firiendlhip to her 
brother ; the fympathizing tendemefs with, 
which he attended with her on her dying 
father ; all had been recollefied and re- 
viewed with that painful delight that the 
heart of fond fiiTceptibility feels in dwelling 
OQ the excellence it glories in loving, while 
agonized with the dread of eternal fepara^ 
tion. 

While fleep gave to Ethelinde only the 
unrefrefhing exchange of vague and ima- 
ginary terrors for painful certainties. Sir 
Edward Newenden, to whom even (uch a 
refpire from corrofive refleftimis was de- 
nied, was arguing himfelf into at lead the 
appearance of compofure againft the next 
day ; when he was to take leave of her ta 
whom his heart was fo fondly attached that 
hf felt the feparation as a deprivation of 
his exiftence -, and when he was to deter- 
mmfi on wl^ cpndufk he (bould purfue in 

regard, 



THE RECLUSE Of THE tAKS. t^f 

t!rgard to Lady Newien^n^ v^hom he at 
once lamented and defpifed, pitied and 
fCorhed ; whom he now thought of with 
tenderneis as the niother of his children 
and now with indignation as her who had 
difgraced and deferted them. 

Neither the behaviour of Mn Maltra- 
Vers nor of his wife had ferved to conciliate 
and foften Sir Edward. Weak in regard 
to Lady Newenden, but hard, unfeeling, 
and fevere towards every body elfe ; elate 
with the confcioufnefs of immenfe wealth, 
and proudly fenfiblc of the confequence it 
ought to give him with a man whofe em* 
barrafled affairs had been retrieved by hav- 
ing married his daughter, Mr. Maltfavers 
bad at firft aflumed with Sir Edward a 
tone of remonftrance and fliarp expoftula- 
tion : he now refented what was paft, now 
dilated what (hould be done in future ; 
fbmetimes defended Lady Newenden, and 
(bmetimes allowed that it was poflTible (he 
Itoight have been driven imp fome degree 
iof indj(cret}on by the evident and im|ir6- 

pcr 
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per partiality >N\A6ik Sit £dv»^ hftd (hefwii^ 
to her coufin* 

Sir Edvi^ard had heard him for the moil 
part with great c(K>lnef» ; btit when £the« 
linde was fo injurioufly named he loft fait 
temper. Then Mrs. Maltravers^ afiedling^ 
to believe his warmth arofe from his con- 
fcioufnefs of the truth of what her hufband 
liad faidi declaimed againft the art and the 
wickedneTs of poor Ethelinde till (he aftiW 
idly fcokied ; and nothing but the autho* 
riry of Maltravers could Rsop the torrent of 
female eloquence with which the aflailed 
her fon in law, making up in noife and 
Yolubility what (he wanted in itafob and 
irutb: 

When Maltravers coiild prermil upoa 
her to be a moment filent, he with movft 
g^rmvity detailed aU the inftanoes Sir £d» 
«atrd had (hewn of attachment to thcQkcf^ 
fcrville family.—^* Tou cannot impofe 
t^icn $Dr^ Sir Edvard^^ laid he : ^^ /lttv€ 
feen> kcme ttll yQ«s a grettdealof d« 
wxi4> awi 1 thulL 1 kaoir lowkiod vdk 

IcainML 
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I cannot therefore Iiftcn at all— indcedt 
Sir Edward, I cannot, to all thefe pretencca 
of difinterefted friendfliip ro your wife's fa- 
ihily. Dbn^t I know that nobody ciares 
«ven for their <fwn family, and that a man 
liow wont lend his own brother an hundred' 
pounds without fome good that may tome 
of it to himfelf, nor without fecurity i why 
then (hould you fo lavilhly lend a confi* 
^crable fum, dr rather give k,' foryoull^^ 
lievcr get it again; no, yovi^ll never Tee at 
iguinea of if J why (hould you give it to' 
xne Cliefterville'5 ? people whom you w<re* 
only dift^nxly cctfitieded with : let me tell 
you, Sir fedwardi, you had no right to ^6 
it, and if was very plain you confidered" 
them more than my daughter*? child'rehi 
though ;hey in faft have the only cl^rimi to^ 
it, or than my daughter herfelf/* - 
; '* 1 aWl very forry. Sir,'* fald Sir iJd- 
i^ard, *' that you have feen fo much of 
the worft fidfe of human nature as to be-it 
Iteve that no man Perthes a fellow creature' 
in dUbidrs but fbmfoxm feififb motive 2 

allov 
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alio^^ me^ howeveri to afilire you that hsut 
no fuch perfdn as Mifs Chefterville ex-. 
ifted I (hould equally have done what I 
did for the Colonel ; and as to the moneys 
if, by an ammgement of his affairs which ' 
1 hope to [get through, I never am repaid 
it, telt'^^ me inform you, Mr. Makraveri, • 
that it was my own, and lay in my banker's 
hands, out of the produce of my eftates, and 
from the legacy given by an aunt> as you 
Ayell know. The money never was your*s. 
Sir, or your daughter's : Lady NewcndeH 
took care to difpoie of all (he l}ad any ' 
right to in another manner; mine I choi<? 
rather to ufe in affifting the worthy in 
diftrefs, than to lofe at play to the vicious 
and the profligate.'* 

** Your money! the produce of y^ur 
eftates, Sir, and the amount of a legacy?* 
and pray what faved your eftates ? what 
but your marriage with my daughter } and 
wiiat got you a legacy of fix thoufand 
pounds from your aunt but your being 
likely to eflablifli your iaaiily confequence ? 

Had 
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Had you bcca pooTt you know very well 
(he would havi 'given all of it, inllead of 
half, to your fifter ; therefore in fad you 
owe even that to your marriage; and ta 
bear you talk of arranging Chefterville's 
afiatrs, and of a probability of being repaid 
the money» is really enough to provoke a 
flbrie : you know in your own heait that 
he died not worth fixpence, that you buried 
him at your own expence, and afterwards 
bought his ion acommiffion, and now fup* 
ports his daughter, and all for diiinterefted 
friendibip. No, no. Sir Edward, fuch a 
pretence can take in nobody but children ; 
thefe are no times for romanttc gene^ 
roilty ; and though you may gain credit 
for it with boys at college, or boarding 
fchool girls, the world, Sir Edward, knows 
better, and you can no more make it be- 
lieve fuch a ftory than you can make me 
bf lieve it who have acquired a tolerable 
competency by fome years of laborious ap* 
pUcatipn in India, and know fomething of 
the value of mgncy..'^ , ^ . 
. . i ' Thust' 



Thus, for the greater pait of the timei^ 
Sir Edward could not Ai^e either Mal^ 
#avers or- his wife recede from th^ preju-^ 
dice they had taken up as to kis motived 
for having fo warmly befriended the &*• 
ihily of Etheiinde. Finding, however,' 
ftiat^Tiey were incapable of generofity and 
eandour, he alarmed their pride by pro- 
Ifefting that their invidious conduft had de- 
ler mined him on a point which had hi- 
fherto been doubtful with^ him, and that 
he would now attempt that frbm which 
fendcrncfs for his childrert- had hitherto 
withheld him ; and by publicly proving that 
he complained not withour reafon of Lasdf 
Kcwenden, vindicate at once his honor 
knd that of the innocent perfon whom fce 
knd her friends and aKTociates had ftigtntk 
thzed to fcreen or excufe themfelves* 
^ Maltravcrs, while he either was or rf- 
fcfted td' be blind to the truth, yet could 
liot help feeling the evil confequenccs t6 
his daughter with which even the atten^ 
to eftaWiftx her culpability woujd be ;at- 

teodcdi 
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tended} tod IVfrs* Maltravers ' knew fo 
well that there y^ foundation for his fuf- 
picionsy that (he thought it too hazardous 
to dare hhri to the proof. The fteady and 
^ool manner in which he declared his de« 
termination, and their knowledge of hid 
temper, which, though mild, cool, and de^ 
liberate, was, when thoroughly roufed, 
warm and inffexibly refolutc, made* them 
both have recourfe to what they (hould firft 
have tried, foothing and conciliation ratheif 
than reproach and inveftive. All, how^* 
ever, that could be obtained of Sir Edward 
was, that he would do nothing raOily, and 
that if Lady Newenden could clear hcf 
cottduA of the fufpicions which refted upon 
k from her behaviour at Dancsforte, Sir 
Edward would receive her, and that all 
fliould be forgotten on both (ides that could 
<end to recall the difagreeable events of the 
kft two months. This conceflion was ra« 
Aer extorted from Sir Edward Newendeii 
than chearfuUy granted. They left him,- 
liowcyito ^hlP^ thejr h^d obtained it; and 

bad 
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had then a much harder tafkto encounter; 
which was, to perfuade Lady-Newenden of 
the necefCty of a reconciliatioo which (he 
was far from defiring, and which her of- 
fended pride, and her difappointed ambi- 
tion (that had afpired to a mariiage with 
Lord Danesforte) equally prevented her 
from Soliciting. 

The foul of Sir Edward was, during the 
whole night, the prey of the moft torturing 
reflections. Tp quit Ethelinde for ever; 
to be denied even the delight of feeing her, 
ind of being entitled to her gentle confi* 
dence and her interefting gratitude; to re- 
ceive again the woman whofe heart he 
knew was wholly eftranged from himj and 
of whofe perfonal fidelity he had fo much 
reafon to doubt ; to fubjeft himfelf again 
to the uneafinefs Lady Newenden's ill tem^ 
per and rage for diflipation had before in* 
Yoived him in ; was a refolution difficult to 
take^ and would be fbimd, he feared, flili 
more difficult to keep. On the other handj. 
he could not continue to indulge bixx^elf 

with 
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Vfiih the company of Ethelinde without in- 
jury to her ; nor had Ae imperfeftions and 
Errors of Lady Newenden fo entirely erafed 
the tendemefs he once felt for her, but that 
to throw her offfor ever would be attended 
with great pain. While he thought of her, 
proud, infolent, unfeeling, lofing her fame 
among gamefters and men of intrigue, he 
fancied he could expel her for ever from 
his heart and his thoughts ; but when the 
once fair, blooming, artlefs Maria, who 
had preferred him to all mankind ; when the 
mother of his beautiful children prefented 
herfclf in foftcr colours to his imagination, 
he was ready to accufe himfelf of cruehy, 
ind to afk his own heart whether its paffion 
for another had not betrayed him i,oto in- 
juffice, and laid him open to fufpicion; 
.then, however, all he had feen of her infa- 
tuation for the company of Lord Danes- 
fbrte, of the dauntlefs effrontery with which 
(he had difdained ahke to confult either 
his peace of mind or the opinion of the 
Worlds occurred to him, and he blamed 

himfelf 
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liimfelf f(»r the facility with which he had 
long borne it, and defpifed himfelf for the 
pufiUanimity with which he but a momeDt 
before was perfuading him(elf again to em- 
brace the yoke and to forget the dgu^os 
which urged him to throw it off. 
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CHAPTER VH. 
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HE coming brought witli it only 
accumulated aoguiih for Sir Edward* He 
attempted to appear jay bcjcaufe he could 
ndt be tranquil: but hiis fmile was the 
forced effort of ftifled dcfpair ; and while 
he affefted to talk of indifferent matters 
the broken and incoherent fentences faul- 
tered on his tongue. Ethelinde faw how 
wretched he was., with concern little fliort 
of his own ; and dreaded to aft for the pic- 
ture, which, however reluftantly, her pro- 
mife to Montgomery compelled her to do. 
Mifs Ncwenden, however, left them npt 
alone i and Ethelinde, hefitating and fear- 
ful, at length faid^— ^' Sir Edward, you have 
a little miniature which was my poor fa- 
ther's : a friend of mine is defirous ot 
having a copy of it. Will you be fo good 
as to lend it mc that I may fend it ta,a 
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perfon who paints miniatures for that pur- 
pofe ?" 

** A friend wants a copy of it? May I 
aik to whom you mean to grant fuch an 
indulgence?'* 

•* Certainly you may afk ; and I never 
will deceive you : the copy is for Mr. 
Montgomery." 

Sir Edward changed countenance; but 
faid, as calmly as he could—** 1 will fetch 
the pifture, Ethelinde; perhaps you may 
chufe to give Mr. Montgomery that rather 
than a copy. If fo^ I am fure my wUh 
to keep it ought to yield to his and your^s.'* 

He fuppreffed a figh, and arofe. Ethe- 
linde, who could not bear to fee him un- 
happy, anfwered— ** No, Sir Edward, 
if it is of the lead value to you as a good 
miniature I would by no means take it.*' 
She was-confufed, and hardly knew whit 
(he ought to fay. Sir Edward left the room, 
but inftantly retuined with the miniature 
in his hand — « Here is the pidiirc, Ethc- 
Bnde," faid he. She took 4t, and faid, in a 

hurrying 
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hurryittg voice— *^ I thank you, I will fend 
it to be copied) and diredt that it may be 
reftored to you.'* 

Sir Edw^d felt that it were wifer not to 
letain it ; but he could not prevail on him- 
felf to refign it to Montgomery. He an- 
iwered not : but again r ealSuming his place 
at the breakfaft table, forced a converla- 
tion on the manner in which his filler 
would pafe die reft of the winter. By this 
time the chaife was at the door ; and the 
three little Newendens were brought in to 
Ctke leave of their aunt and Ethelinde. . 

To the departure of the former, who ne- 
ver ihewed them the leaft attention, they 
were quite indifferent : but they all were 
very fond of Ethelinde; and the eldeft boy 
hung about her, and entreated her not to 
gp.— ** Pray don't leave us, coufin Ethy, 
pray don^t ; but ftay and love George, and 
me, and Maria, now we have no Mama V* 

'*• No, dear Edward,'* anfwered Ethe- 
linde, while her eyes filled with tears, *^ I 
tannot ftay now, but I will come another 

Vol. lY. H time/' 
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time." She cmbracctl the Httle boy, wfe) 
virh difficnhy could be difeng^ed iraoi 
her arms, and kifled tenderly the other 
tro- Mifs Ncwenden fa^-ing— »•** Coine« 
yre you ready, £thy J" (he ^otly ftn- 
fwcred— " yes!" and rifing, tnroed to- 
wards Sir Edward, who remained as if fixed 
to his chair, his eyes rivcittd On Ethehnde 
enA his boy, and bis countenance pale and 
dejeaed. " Good bye, dear Ned," firid 
Wifs Ncwenden. He ftarted, ardfe, -and 
fcified her. ■ " A good jonmey, and health 
to you, my fifter," faid he. He would then 
iiave kpproached to falute Ethclinde ; but 
tinablc to conquer the violence of ccfbcem 
he felt at fcnng her thus depart* he WM 
confcious that he fliould betray it to the fer- 
vants who were in waiting; he checked 
himfelf, therefore, and feizing her hand, 
prcfied it to his Hps, and then haftened 
away, faying, in a voice which betrayed 
all he tried to conceal—" You will both 
forgivifi.jgft^^jff. aueoding you to the 
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Etfaelindfe how followed Mils Ncwen- 
i&rt down, and they immediately departed* 
"Hie fetter, exrept on particular topics, 
fddom talked much ; and Ethelinde> who 
coukl not fpeak on them, was left at liberty 
to refleft on her own fituation, to carry her 
thoughts to the travellers who were by this 
time in France, and with pain to recall 
the ftate of mind in which fhe had juft left 
her friend and benefedkor. 

Mifs Newenden travelled rapidly, and 
they were foon at Brackwood Down. The 
ittiftrefs of tjie houfe welcomed thither her 
melancholy gueft with her ufual carelefs 
*km<ihefs, and then went to infpcd into 
that which intereftcd her moft — the condi- 
tion of her horfes. After having fatisfied 
herfelf in that effential bufinefs, (he re* 
'turned into the houfe; and while their 
.fiippbr paffed* queftioned the fervant who 
itttfended on all the occurrences of the hunts 
4iai had pafied during her abfence. The 
tan^ as he waited, defcribed with great 
MuftdefB the circumftances of each ; in 

H z \n\v3X 
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w hat cover they found, whither they ran, 
and who was in and who thrown out at the 
death : a detail which feemed to commu- 
oicare great pleafure to his lady. The con- 
veriUtion ended only with the removal of 
the table cloth ; and then, as Mifs Newendcn 
was to arife at five the next morning to 
hunt, (he propofed, and Elthelindc moft 
gladly embraced the propofal, to retire im- 
inediatelv to their beds. 

The calm tranquillity of the country, 
and the long fatigue of body and mind 
which Ethehnde had undergone, contri- 
buted to procure her a more comfortable 
lleep than flie had long enjoyed. When 
(he awoke the next morning, (he found Mifi 
NewenJen had been gone above two hours; 
and glad to enjov entire folitude, (he arofc, 
and having breakrafted alone, went out to 
fiirvey the environs of Iier new abode. 
The habitation of Mils Newenden had 
been a large farm houfe, and was awk- 
^^•a^cilv contrived ; b'jc it was well fitted 
lip by its present cemnc, aad bad beea 

tallied. 



THE RECLUSE OF THE LAKE* 14^ 

{k(hcdy repaired, and furniOied with plain 
but handfome furnkure. It flood in a 
bottom^ amid very cxtenfive and unequal 
downs, which now wore a ruflet brown ex- 
cept where long lines of wheat broke the 
dull uniformity of turf in it*s winter hue ; 
and here and there a fear of chalk, or a fpot 
fown with turnips,- and folded with (heep, 
divcrfified the landfcape. A few raggea 
hawthorns, bending from the fouth weft, 
were fcattered aver the Hopes ; but other/ 
trees there were none, fave only two or 
three old elnjs which grew about the houfe. 
Behind h v^as a kitchen garden enclofed 
■ within a flint wall, and before it a longun- 
inclofed lawn that wound among the hills^ 
and terminated only in the ftable yard, 
about which all that is requLfite for the 
cbnveniency of horfes was amply provided* 
The ftables had been repaired, and part of 
them new built at a great expence ; and 
they were inhabited by a fet of capital 
hunters, and a proportionable number of 
grooms and helpers.. 
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This part of Mifs Kewcnden's eftabb^-it 
ment could give nid pkafure to £thelind«; 
but in the prefent fia(^ of her mind (he wo^ 
Toothed apd confoled by the wild aad 
gloomy folitude^ where (he hoped t;o hayo^ 
many hours, ia which^ uninterrupt^ by- 
the tedious fopmsof commpa life, ike could 
dream of bappinefs and Montgome^^^ 

And in this hop^ (he was not for f<mie 
tide dilappoifiied. Mifs Newend^ pafl^ 
almo^ every moroing abroad i cao^ hOfM. 
todixuieF about five o'clock) anil as ik^ 
never wocke^> and very feldom rfa4> im 
fiequently ikpt on a fopha fw ibme hoim 
in the evening to recover the fatigut off)^ 
early part of Ae day. Thu$ EthcUndt 
was not compelled to exert herlelf to find 
converfation, and Mifs Newenden was 
civil without giving her room to think ^ai 
her company was either a burthen or a 
fdeafure to her. 

About half a mile beyond the houfe the 
downs rofe to a great hei^t^ and the bori^ 
zon this elevated (pot commend^ was 

bounded 
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wben(3Vi9r tj[)e w^#h«^ v{iSQ<44 ^ow, mi^ 
fencing herfelf on the twifted root of w <^kt 
lliart^^ Wipui4 «paftimpl4*e, with ^ degree 
ofmdaMcWy: Ikm^^ioi^^ the Qcew \ybiclit 
now feparatod hi^ fccHiiL Moatgoxiier}^ o^d 
«A wbofi iH>r]|iy l^iooot he was fo feioa to 
Im» conveyed tof^ia a ^F&l;dift4Jv:e ftoia 
h^F and his oj^iive cQaotry. 

Fo04jly> ho^v«v6F, a^ her ideas puefued 
|i^ a^n£ loye^,. tj^y £)JM oo» firequ^ntly 
€9 tuirn with jr^^efoJi fpjicit-udje tow^rd^i Sir 
£dwtr4 Nevend^n. JHe h^d di^tern^ine4 
at £rft npc to write tq her^ oj Ofik to lit^^r 
feom her ; that by eep.fii?g to ft udy he? pc^r 
fi^ioQS either in her coj^yerfaiiop or \\ex 
Im^Of^y h^ Qiigkt tf y what that felf denial 
could dio towards. e:^cingi:|iihing a pa0^pu 
thsvt (svi^d only to (eodt^r him piifeiulpk ; 
^ hex a§«£^ioi) for Montgomery he now* 
ihQWght. fq qerf ain,^ that ti? no longer d^red 
6Q[ 4wttt.Qa thQ ppfiiiDtiity of his.!F becppi^g 

H4 his 
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his with any hope that (he could, become fo 
by choice; and every thing therefore con- 
curred to (hew the ncceffity of his conquer- 
ing the hopelefs tendcrnefs he had too 
long indulged. 

This forbearance, however, was too hard 
a tafk for him long to perfevere in it : he 
wrote to Mifs Newcnden, as ufual, (hort 
accounts of himfelf and his children, and 
contented himfelf with fending to Ethelinde 
only affeftionate compliments. In anfwer 
to thefe letters he hoped to have fome ac- 
count of the manner of their pafling their 
time, and of the health and ^piiits of Ethe- 
linde; but Mifs Ncwenden, who hated to 
write, fometimes entirely neglefted it, and 
when (lie took the trouble to do it, her 
letters were fo fhort and unfatisfa6tory, that 
Sir Edward became reftlefs and uneafy, 
and at length broke through the refohition 
he had formed and wrote to Ethelinde her* 
felf. Near a fortnight had now elapfed, and 
the hfe of Ethelinde had palTed in the fame 
^uiet unifoniuty. She had juft received a 

Icttej 
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fetter from Mrs, Montgomery, dated fronr 
Paris, whither her fon had accompanied* 
her, and informing her that (he was then* 
on the inftant departing for Lyons, and? 
Montgomery on his return to England^ 
The fame poft had brought one from Sir 
Edward, relating the farther meafurcs taken- 
by Mr. and Mrs. Maltravers to effeftuate a 
re-union. Lady Newenden was with them 
at their Berklhire houfe; bnt had herfelf 
given Sir Edward no reafon to believe that 
flie was defirous of the reconciliation which* 
her parents were fo anxious to promote.. 
Having once taken up his pen to write to 
Ethelinde, he gave way to the pleafure of 
indulging that friendly confidence which he* 
Ibved to repofc in her, and opened t?o her all. 
his heart fo far as related to the diftrafting 
Contention which tore it in regard* to his wife ;• 
and Ethelindc faw with renewed uneafinefJ^ 
that his mind was preyed upon by a thou^ 
fend contradiftory paffions- which he could- 
neither conquer nor terminate^ Her owr? 
aiDxiecy was awakened by the return o^ 
: •■ • H5 Mont-" 
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Montgomery to England : Qi^ tremUc4 st 

the thoughts of feeing him ^gainvhcA fo c<^ 

tain that it would be the laft time before hi« 

long voyage ; and yet found that if he did 

i)ot come (be Ihould be moft completely 

-wretched. Every Toice (he heard in the 

l^oufe made her heart palpitate; every dif** 

tjanthoifem^ who pafled acrofs the widQ 

4owns^ her eyes eagerly followed; Ibc; 

trembled when (he fancied that (he f^w ia 

^ paffing tra,veller a refemblance tQ hia 

ftgure and hi^ drefs> yet when conYiQced 

that tl^ approaching figure was fome f^an** 

ger, (he felt mortified, and turned away tQ 

bewilder herself with conjectures^ ofin^ 

dylge herfeljf in tears. 

The high ground which commanded 
ihe f^, prefeiuedy 04 the other fides* djifr 
lant views over th^ country. Thither £>tj)ie7^ 
Vnde !M^ Ftpaif^ ^i\h greater, eagcn^eia: 
than evec & ^^ notvcithft^diBg the bleai^r 
*efs of the gw^iQR, which expofed; liCjF tft 
<he fev^ wlfkl^ wfi»al iQwards die en^ 0$, 
Febrowyi Qt$ pf^ SOSm llPV» every 

moniiog 
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fewAft an^i bppwg the arrival qf him qq^ 
wi^ow hiu* ^am]( (}we]s with ftiU enoi^afiAg; 

Qa t;he thii4 or ^urth of thefe mqnii{)gSf; 
jQ|q f%w ^^^ncisiig towards the hoiife^ twc^ 
gentlemen on.; hocfeback, attended, b;- twq. 
fqcv;»ts{ wd >«ihtl|p (he f^a£;ie4t thoi^.i]ie 
W»i fv ^sm^ t}>eQ%9. thjUi the figyire: of. o^Q 
o£ tlnra^r vMSj kfipwn CQr her^. 4, pac]^ of £3 v 
fa0M|ids> witk their huntfxnam aaci at(w4- 
OMP, iff^fi^ foQpv hic;hind. ^ hilL io the f^qie 
<]Me4kiikNii^ aod they; all proceeded to Timi^ , 
iKt9dfi ]i)owo^ Igtiv^li nde (m their defi^o^ 
tMKh wi^ qqniiie^^;^ {qg 0ie was pret^yr w^ 
fmdvfAfdi ihat: Qnue oi^ the gentlemen \i&a& 
£lwen«aft Sh^' EoUimad. to the. hfi^i^r 
^/Kji foMA^i dut. (bfl waiif opil i^i^akiav 
Qira^anik irn^. ini itj^e padoiii; with. Mi^ 

qiUMi cawnf .]^)fidi^ &qp^ % ft^Cise^d^ hw^f , 

blft« There alfo was a* gfi^tl^A^ ^ 
iMid^. aii^ >I&9P >^. )HMw|i^^to 

Mifs 
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<|uiite iieiuriiQi»#» only «9i W^hwrii) cictiWN^ 
Md about the haogonb w4 fovt, ^)( U«yG(|' 
tke fnap marc^ who will ciuggi^ s^ €;bjiii. 
year old/* 

** You ace very good>/' neplbd K 
liftcfo; ^^ but I am a&aid I QxaUt b$ 
means of interrupting {youc piniiirc kfi^/k 
expenment which, will afiard Qienq9ft>?* 

<^ Oh i no/'- repUed Mif^ Kewwi^: 
ff VwiU iu)t intenupt us^ fiir we*4idllg» 
o»jiift*asif y(»i.werenoc di^re* INiojbodjr- 
emr Aands upon ceremony, youluMiwv !&- 
ii}efi^; end if >k>u don't Hke cip^fcAtow 
the hoirndsy Jamct^ oi Fcanfc. (bail Aqh 
wkh yott» and you may coauf h»Qk Kl liic 
ho^ when, you'te tired/* 

Ethfflinde, who had been fitile* maa£^. 
Wmt4t t» ride qtt hor fe ba c k, ftitt vkniU; 
htk^tm^ dedined being- of the paiif ; kuft 
ttfib Newendeo, fcontsary t» hei^ vfyah 
cuftom in lycb cafe^ feemiBg |o mnlre a 
fQm of it, (he aft kmgdi imapKed^ mMao 
•mp DMure was oid^rcd » |» jm1]| fioft hen 
ilktjb m*M0ig» 
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tl»e t^ro g^dpmeft ta tMr wipe, ami vJlU, 
£tlielin4e reticed, for th^ i)i^^ • Tltf ]^. 
were hardly got up ftairs btforc. X^^CQi^ 

** Well, Jack, wlnt 4Qft *Wr qC Nelly 

« I tbfpk bff <n hftrd favowe4» m^CQU- 
lipjek 4ii3gfeg4l)l0-lQplwig thipg^ X'q^i{ 
is as lovely a creaiui^ 9fi eyfxl Ow*" 

*« Aye," replied- BjaeQWtj. ♦* 1 ^Quglvt 
llSf fe onic^" 

««.Jhough)t hei» (ff^qpccl i^iyrr-wsflMl 

«* Np, I dpia'ti. Imww tlmt. (be w.a^ ; bm 1r 
11(09 a hoy, wd 9.fojoI#t wd. ^»ftcifid t.lm. k 

Oiould have been proud to I^q Qjfi^fiedi 

Iijfc. ri9 cwied gUd tj^ I alt4F«d my 

i^ind, fqr I.dHii](.QOw I Qaio\M Itfve lae^ 

♦♦ ?gp41" cwdWi»Qlaft<»^,."5»MLwaji 

If I <;9i]l!^.il9oi;4 to i^arry,a|;9}]|, iOiOUldr 
Uke hcB iiuiiiel£ Uasflui aiix,caflL2-' ■ 

"Not 



tSe £ T H £ L r K D £^ R! 

'^ Not a lingfe fous. No, no. Jack, (hc^ 
wont fuir jrou, believe me. If you wanr 
money, look to tfte lady of the houfe; (he^ 
lias the yellow^ boys/'' 

" Has (he faith J^'^exclsiimed Woolaftonv 
«♦ To what amount, Toto ?*• '■ 

» ■ ■ 

•* Oh ! to the tune of two or three and; 

• • . 

twenty thoufand pounds. Or more for aught 
I know. She had fir or feven given her 
not long ago' by an aunt.*^ 
^ ^ The devil ffie has ?^'* 

*' Yes ; and nobody to confult. Sup'-^ 
pofe. Jack, you try your fuck with her/* 

« Why faith 'tis no bad thought. You' 
know, Tom, how neceffary a fupply of the 
ready begins to be to me? but d'ye think! 
flie'd liften to me?'*^ 

*^* Why you may as well try the experi- 
ihent. if any man fucceeds with her, it 
'^1 be one ta whom fhe can entruft the 
government of her ftud as well as herfelf/' 
' ." Zounds rd rather take the ftud and' 
Ifcave the woman. Why (he Iboks like a; 
ftablc boy, and talks ftill more like one^ 

I£ 
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If the lovely Ethelinde now had tliree and 
twenty thoufand pounds I (hould have no 
qualms." 

*^ But I tell you that the lovely Ethe- 
linde has not three and twenty pence.*' 

** Well ; but if I were to fwallow the 
bitter pill of matrimony, gilt with Mifs. 
Newenden*s gold, d'ye think that fweet 
girl would remain in the- houfe ftill by way 
of humble companion to my fpoufe ?'* 

*^.That I cannot tell; but 'tis likely j 
for you know Sir Edward is fiippofed to be- 
by no means indifferent to her.*' 
. " Oh ! then this is the girl thai they fay 
has occafioned the parting between Sir 
Edward Newenden and his wife ?'* 

*^ The very fame/' 
' *^ Egad I'm glad of that. Perhaps them 
(he is a fixture in the family. But to be in 
earneft, Tom : d'ye think one might neiglv 
out civilities to this female Nimrod with a 
likelihood of being heard favourably? 
Three and twenty thoufand pounds would 
fet a man off again, without danger of 

croflingj^ 



The dialogue ended by Davenai^'^ a^. 
vi$fig Wo0li&cfii, t<d t^r ^e Ir^ the £iYora- 
ble opii^i^ oC Mt^ ^w«nde», oa wtuch; 
1|« agi^f^ ferio^ tQ reft^; aod then 
poypng out a bwftper, he ^red Etove-v 
BiMH lo d^ink to his future l^dy^ and hsr 
iov«ly cooipfti^Qn. Again a^ agoia thi^ 
glafTes werf^ ftlle4 to the heajd^ 0£ ^h^ Ut*-/ 
tffj' fuid ^stih^ AJ^int: moMftiecl u?^ their 
1(1^^ ta^b miked iDi^dlly ^d kvifhly ia 
praife of the pettfcugt^ chdrrps ojif Ecfaeliiidjft; 
The chdrnis of k^r vrndei^^andiag,: and the 
l^daeis of her heart, they w^# incapable 
of feeling. Djav«0a^th» who6^ &rmer ad? 
miration of her beauty the warna ewomi^ 
\^His of Wpolaflon had ^<wakened, began to: 
fonfider, as weji^ a3 ihe prefi^nt ftate Qf bi% 
li«ftd WQuld giY« km leay e> whether, km^^ 
bled and reduced », (he was, h^ wight i^s^ 
now addrefs her with lefs hooourable view! 
^an he ha4 formerly proftfied^ witksut 
danger of a repulfe ; ai}d W0olafton> widi 

equal 



equal power of refleftion^ formed a plan of 
attack the next morning. He was now in 
a iituation which afforded him very un- 
comfortable profpeds; and was much 
(truck with the probability of changiixg 
ttofe dreary vif^w^ 4Ad of being re-«fta^ 
Wiibcd in fome dp^x^c of affluenpQ if hq 
could m^^rry Mif§ Newcudeyi; piioflig^t^ 
aA^ unprincipled, hi* conn^dtioa with 
I)wenant wa§ i?ierely iji^ wjuqh. iiuereft. 
compelled him. to forrp. 5, and Co vwttabl^r 
ao.d unfafe is tfee fri.e4j.4fl}ip of tl;iq diirplysej> 
{^ while WQol^fton hoped^ by tpeaps of, 
Z^vcnam to be recom^iepdi^d to an ppur. 
lent alliajice, he ^yith e^u^l avidity QOj^r, 
4wedjthe probability thcjre »igbt he of 
^Ag^ing j^thdinde as a mifVefs for hh, 
f(ie|id ; in which cafe he thought he was 
j^cure of obtainmg fome degree of her far 
VQur for haoifelf. With thefe honourable 
pjojefts the fpQofijien at kogtU. retired tQ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



A 



T day-break the party were aflembled 
on horfeback in tiie liable yard, all but 
£thelinde, who in a few moments joined 
them^ and was afliiled by the grooms to 
mount the horfe provided for her; for 
Davenant ftill remained at an haughty^ 
di dance ; and Woolafton, who had now 
time to arrange and digefi: his plan^ kept 
clofe to Mifs Newenden, and afFedted ta 
take no notice of any other perfon. 

They all fallied forth together, towards^ 
a copfe which edged the hill at about three 
miles from the houfe. There, as it was a 
famous fox cover, they had little dbubt of 
finding ; and in a few moments after the 
hounds entered it/ the fox broke the cover^ 
and took over the downs, followed by 
the pack^ by the horfcmen, and Mifs 
Newendeni 

Ethelindej^ 



THE RECLUSE OF THE LAKE. l€g 

Ethclinde, who felt no manner of de- 
light in a purfuit that appeared to afford 
them fo much, endeavoured to check the 
mare fhe rode, and to prevent her gallop- 
ing after the reft; but after fome inef- 
fedual efforts to this purpofe, the creature, 
who had frequently carried Mifs Newen- 
dcn, and was full of fpirit, began to rear 
and prance : Ethelinde fat it 'tolerably 
well ; but the groom who was left to at- 
tend her afluring her that if ftie gave the 
mare her head no harm could come to 
her, as (he would only canter gently, (be 
ceafed any attempts to flop her, and in a 
moment was carried away with the fwift- 
nefs of the wind. . 

All Jhe could now do was to exert the 
litdc (kill fhe. was miftrefs of, in order to 
'keep the faddle : light and adive, fhe fuc- 
cceded tolerably well, nqtwithftanding her 
fright: but in the midft of her career (he 
was ftruck by the figure of Montgomery 
.ftanding near the place where fhe flew 
fwiftly and involuntarily along. He feemcd 

to 
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t6 gate on her with ^{lonf^ment atid ter* 
90t ; and bis fudden ^pp^rznce depfivirig 
Ifer of all reeolte&ion except thaft yi9}Ath 
fed her to wtfli herfelf with hiw, (be tW- 
engaged her foot Irorrt the ftiprup^ iwd 
kttifyg fell the bridle, threw hUffcflf fitohi 
the faddle ^ b»t fame part of her drPfs 
being entangled on the pummel, And t)ie 
horfe ftill proceeding with gredt vtlocity, 
flie was thrown down with violence, a^d 
fell with futh fdrce agaitlft th^ gfotwld 
(which wais fet hardened by thfc froft 6£ 
the preceding day) thsit ftife ftfriairifed tliete 
fenfelefs. ^ 

Montgomery, whom (he had left ab6*t 
^n hundred yards behind her, dkAied ^t6- 
Wands the fpot it\ an angbhy oi apprt^hen«- 
Son not to be defcribed ; and llftirtg Tier 
up, he found her fikre covered with bl00&, 
her eyes clofed, and the palenefs of deMh 
oh her lips, from ^hich no breath ifiUM 
to aflare him that fhe yet lived. 

Frantic with fear, he wildJy called to t^e 
fervaiit, dntre^tinghim to fiy for afliftance ^ 

-but 
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Iktt tbfe <cHot7 #as already out df brariitg ^ 
for knowing iiow angry his mtftrefs woaid 
be if any acciddnt ha^enfcd to thc^fMtp 
umrCf ht >9Cte»ded n>iore to the prlpferVation 
of bis pbce thian the {)reftrvation of Mifs 
Chefterville. Montgomery then tfcniftin^d 
mlone t>n a wide down, ^(rhere no hmman 
hMhfkidnor human Greaciire a^eated, hoM^ 
log in his arens the w^fnan he adored «K> cKT- 
trk^ion^ who fcemed to his terrrficd imagi* 
hatioh to be torn fronm him for ever. 
• Scitorned by the faU, Ethdinde remained 
(omc moments in^nfible ; and Mork- 
gon>ery, who had thrown himfclf on ifche 
^rdund to fupf)ort her, in a ftate of mind 
bordering oh frenzy. Hi had nO meiihs 
of affifting h^ reCovei^ : he could not 
IcttVe her to bbtainit, and he favir nbbody 
. near him to procure that help for Want of 
which he believed her dying* She began 
: t6 breathe ho«rcver, and at length opened 
her eyes : *^ Speak to me, Ethelinde/* crifd 
vMomgomery— *^ Speak to me, I conjure 
fQU { tell me yoa are not nfiOKally hurt." 

Her 
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Her recolledion^ Vfhkh the lliock had dt^ 
privcd her of, now returned. " I know not," 
faid (he faintly, ^^ whether I am hurt to 
death ; but if I am, I die content in your 
arms, and my laft hour will be the happieft 
of my life." 

The trembling and languid voice in 
which this fhort fentence was with difHcul* 
ty uttered, redoubled all the terrors of 
Montgomery, and the unreferved tender- 
ncfs it exprefled feemed to (hew. him the 
value of that life which he believed it was 
impoffible to prtTerve. At this moment 
his eyes wildly explored the whole extent 
of country around him ; and at length he 
faw a human form, but at fo great a dif- 
tance, that it was with difficulty he diftin- 
guifhed it to be a fhepherd attending 
on his flock, and he dcfpaired of making 

himfelf heard. 

'^ Let mej*' cried he to Ethelinde, *' let 
me go to procure, by the means of a man 
whom I fee yonder, a conveyance for you 
home, that help may^be no longer delayed.'* 

«*Do 
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^* Do not abandon me,** replied fhc: " r*' 
am fo giddy that I. fear my fenfes are agaia 
leaving me : perhaps I am dying ; be not 
wo much concerned^ deareft Montgomery, 
if it fhoirid be fo ( reniember that this was 
to have been a reparation as cruel, per- 
haps more cruel than that which death it- 
felf can inflift. If I am now to depart, 
much anxiety, much mifery you may 
efcape. Your noble heart, however it 
may mourn my lofs, will no longer in 
another hemifphere ache with fear or (ink 
with defpondence, when you think on 
your unhappy Ethelinde.** 

** Diftraftion !" cried Montgomery, 
« What fhall I do ? While I deliberate, 
(be dies. No, think not I would a mo-- 
mcnt furvive you ! Why would you run 
this riik ? Fool that I was ever to^ part 
with you !" He now called as loudly as he 
could to the ihepherd ; and the wind fetting 
that way, the man at length looked towards 
them ; but having no idea of what was 
the matter, he contented himfelf with 

Vol. IV^ I flaring 



ilaring at them a moment, and then went 
on with wattling his fold. 

Montgomery now took off his hat and 
waved it in the air^ again hallowing with 
all his force \ and in a few moments he 
faw the man ftriding towards them. As 
foon as he came within diftind hearing, 
Montgomery entreated him to make more 
fpeed ; and a$ he nearly approached them— • 
** Friend,*' cried he, " this lady has fallen 
from her horfe, and is much hurt; for 
God's fake go to Brackwood, and fend 
hither the fcrvants with a carriage to con- 
vey her home. Go, inftantly go, and I 
will reward you amply." 

The man ftood with bis hat in one hand, 
while with the other he Scratched his head. 
** Fall'd from his horfe, have (he,** faid he 
in his boorilh dialed. *^ Aye, I wonder 
they never none of them got a tumble be- 
fore."' '' Don't talk, for God*s fake," 
cried Montgomery, whom the lead de- 
lay rendered diftraftedly* impatient, " but 
run, and take this for your trouble." 

The 
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The fight of the money which Montgo- 
mery threw towards him, had much more 
cffeft than the pallid figure of Ethelinde, 
on the feelings of the ruftic ; who faying— 
^^ Aye, aye, young gentleman, Fll run I 
warrant you," departed quickly over the 
hill, *^ Thank heaven," cried Montgo- 
mery, prefllng his lovely burthen to hi» 
heart, " you will now be removed— you 
(hall be blooded— you will be well." 
Etheline found every attempt to fpeak at- 
tended with great uneafinefs: (he fighed 
deeply, and only faid— *« Be patient, dear 
Montgomery ; the fight of your terror is 
worfe than the pain I feel from the acci- 
dent/' 

He faw with fearful apprehenflon the 
difficulty with which (he fpoke :— ** I win 
be patient," cried he; " make no exertion 
to fpeak to me." ** I will not," replied 
EthcHnde, again deeply fighing, " for in* 
deed my head feels very confufed." She 
now remained filent; and Montgomery had 
lime to contemplate^ while he fupported^ 

I 2 her 



her almaft lifdds fom. Her ha iMs 
bniifed: above her temple appeared a cut 
made by a flinc, from wfakh the blood 
figwiy uickkd down her cheek : her hat 
lad £dlcn oS^ and her loxuriant dark hair 
^xead over her fiioukiers, and concealed 
half her face : her lovely hands, from 
which he had com her gloves that he might 
chafe them to reftore her to life, were of 
a deathlike hue, and one of her arms Ihe 
fccnoed incapable of moving. While 
Montgomery, in the mod cruel anxiety^, 
hung over this beloved form, fo disfigured 
yet fo dear to his agonized heart, he re- 
called the time when he once before held 
her in his arms to all appearance dying, 
and received the firft impreffion of that 
love which was now become the firft prin- 
ciple of his being. The minutes pafled 
heavily alpng ; he thought that the peo- 
ple he expefted would never arrive j at 
length the gardener and one of the helpers, 
who were the only fcrvants left at home, 
arrived with a chaife, Montgomery fup- 

ported 
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ported Ethelinde into it^ and feated him- 

fclf by her ; but hardly had it proceeded 

twenty yards, before, from the revulfion of 

her blood or fonie other caufe, Ethelinde 

fainted, and became lifeless and fenfelefs 

in his arms. The men had brought nothing 

to relieve her with them j and Montgomery 

\ now again fancying fhe was dead, was more 

i terrified than before. He flopped the 

chaife.— *^ What will become of roe?'* 

cried he ; ** fhe is worfe than ever-— flbe is. 

. dead !* For God*s fake fend for a furgeon 

. to bleed her •, take . one of the hprfes off 

and go — ride to the next town for a Xur- 

geon. How far is it now to the houfeof 

Mifs Newendcn ?" ** How far. Sir,*' replied 

the gardener, ." why better than three 

,miles; and as Mifs is fo bad, had not 

your honor better take her to Green's 

hut, and fofend us off for Doctors ?" . 

" And where is Green's hut J and hew 
foop (hall we be there?** 

^] Lord blefs you, why there, jufl: down 

1 3 i* 
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in that bottom, behither the chalk pit-* 
We (hall be there in a minut.^* 

To this propofal Montgomery, withoiit 
knowing whether it was bed or not, af- 
»ieoi:ed; and the chaife driving down tkc 
hill fi^t another diredion, was immediately 
at tt^ door of a very fmall cottage or rather 
cabic)^ which, though it confided only of 
three little divifions on the ground, was 
inhabited by a fliepherd, his wife and five 
chii%en« 

: 13ie woman being informed by her huf- 
band of the occalion of the ftrangers ar- 
rivaj, ran out to help the lady, who, ftill 
jnienfible, was carried into the inner room^ 
and 'laid on the humUe bed which was 
the only one in the houfe. 

Montgomery now entreated the afiiftance 
M the women to rcftore her ; and (he, who 
had been formerly a fervant in a gentle^ 
man's family, applied fuch remedies as (he 
had at hand, and Ethelinde once more 
opened her eyes. They were turned lan- 
guidly on Montgomery, who knelt by her 

with 
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with a look mod expreflive of all he felt^ 
while he grafped her hand in his, and 
fecretly vowed chat if (be was now reftored 
to his ardent prayers nothing ihould ever 
induce him again to leave her. Ethelinde, 
who from extreme ficknefs, the ufual con« 
fequence of fainting, believed herfelf dy- 
ing 'y and from the pain and forenefs of her 
head thought a fradture would prove the 
occafion of that death which only on 
Montgomery's account ftie regretted, ex- 
erted herfelf to fpeak to him, and tried 
anew to perfuade him that her diflfolution 
was the efpecial favour of Providence 
towards them both* ** Grieve not im- 
meafurably, my dear friend,** faid (he, 
*' if your Ethelinde is now tikcn^ out of 
a world where happinefs, fo rarely^ ob- 
tained in a great degree for any, feema 
never to have been defigned in any degree 
for her. How many circumftarices might 
have befallen me worfe than death: I 
might have lived to have wept for Mont* 
godiery^ or what would have been in* 

1 4 finitely 
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finitely more infapportable, to have hear^ 
that he had forgotten me/' 

•* Impoffible !'* exclaimed Montgomery^' 
** Do not, for mercy's fake, aggravate my 
/ears, which now deprive me of reafon. 
Do not irritate your own fuffcrings by 
converfation fo afFeding, and I hope (o 
unneccflary." 

" Lord Sir/' faid the woman of the cot- 
tage, *^ Mifs only makes herfelf a deal worfe 
by talking about dying and they things ; 
I dare tp fay the doftor will be here anon, 
and will tell you how there be'ent near the 
danger as you be afeard on. Do, Sir, leave 
Mifs along a me^ and then (he'll keep 
quiet." 

., Montgomery, who was afraid, of yielding 
in the prcfence pf Ethelinde to thediftradt- 
ing fears which overwhelmed him, waa 
convinced of the propriety of this pro- 
pofal. " Shall I go," faid he, " and await 
the arrival of the dodlor in the next 
room ?" 
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•* As you pleafe," replied Ethelinde : 
*^ but do not leave me long.'* 
. Montgomery then quitted her 5 and run- 
ning out of the hpufe, threw round anxious 
looks for the arrival of the furgeon; for 
he had difpatchcd the two m^ different 
ways, leafi. either of the neareft fliould be 
out. In, a very fhqrt time the gardener ap- 
:proachpd \)(itK Mr. Greame, a furgeon of 
the neighbouring town^ Montgomery,, 
-as foon as he beheld him ran away to meet 
him; and entreating him to haften on, 
informed him in breathlefs agitation of 
the accident that had befallen Ethelinde, 
and hi? fears on her account. " Well, iSir, 
we (hall fee," faid Mr. Grcame— " Blows 
on the head are bad, very bad/' He then 
enquired if the lady had been fick ^ and 
hearing fhe had fainted, he put on a yft 
mpre difmal face, and walked fokrpnly 
into the houfe. 

As foon as he faw his fair patient,, he 
cxclaiioed-*^*^ God blefs.me, an ugly cut: 

Ik ' indeed!: 

•if- 
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indeed !— »a very ugly cut ! pray how did 
it take place ?** 

Montgomery, who thought that to eiv^ 

quire into the ftace of it was much more 

neceflary than afking how it happened, 

-^wered impatiently that it was probably 

by a flint. The furgeon then taking oat 

of a cafe a pair of fmall fciflars, diflevered 

without mercy a long and beautiful ringlet 

which hung near the wound, and with s 

Ittde ffemorfe cut away the locks from dv 

temple, and then with a filver pfobe lie 

began to examine if the (kuU had fuftwied 

any injury. 

Montgomery felt his blood nm cold to 
his heart* The pain this operation feemed 
to inflift on Ethdinde, and the dread «f 
an unfavourable refuk to the examkuH 
UOQ, were together too muck for Ittm; 
and hariz^ looked on wfldly htU a nin> 
ment, he ftarted away and i^ain ran o« of 
the lKHue% 

In the mean wne Mr. Greame was wiA 
die moft pttficd compoUtrc foalhing kis 
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enquiry ; and then, tarnkig to the wbman^ 
he faid— *MJpon my word a narrow^ a 
:vcry narrow efcape— a little dcep<jr~4J^, 
only the fiftieth i part of an inch^ 4nd tr^ 
panning mufi: have taken place*** 

"Well, Sir/' cried the womab, •^ bist 
what it we to do w Mifs now ?** "^ 

^ ^ Why (he mufl be blooded immediately^ 

kndkept quiet, or a iever of dangerous ten* 

. dencf may uke place ; for I apprdiend, 

I ailbre you, a concultion of the brain bks 

jcaken place.'' 

He then prepared to bleed her ; b«it ^s 
fbe could not move to take off her riding 
drefs,he cut it away without ceremony. The 
blood was ftreaming from the lovely arm 
/t}f Ethelinde, when Montgomery, unable 
to endure the appreheniions which he was 
yet afraid to fatisfy by enquiry, again en- 
tered the roonv and heard, that notwith<* 
Handing there was no frafture, there was 
enough to apprehend from the confequence 
: ^f. fuch a fall ; that Ethelinde certainly 

could 
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could not be removed that dajr; and that 

,fhe mud neither fpeak nor be fpoken to. 

.The operator (hen, wi^le he bound up her 

.arm^ proceeded to give Montgomery rea- 

fons for ifrhat he had done, and for the 

iiccoflity of keeping her quiet,, without at 

all attending to the effe& which his ub- 

favour^Ue fufpicions of her fituation, ib 

openly exprefled, might have on the feeble 

fpirit$ of his paticnt» or the agonies which 

he £skw they inflided on Montgomery.. 

When he was departed, which he haftened 
to do as foon as he could, that he might re- 
late at all the other places whither he was 
going that morning the accident that had 
happened and the remedies he had applied^ 
and that he might inform himfelf, and confe- 
quendy others, who the handfomevoung man 
was who feemed fo folicitous for Mifs Chef* 
terville, Montgomery began to confider how 
he could render the place where Ethelinde 
muft for the prefent remain, more coo^ 

. modiow 
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raodious to her •, and afttr a Ihort dclibcrd- 
tion, he. determined to go to Brackwood, 
whither he hoped Mifs Newenden was by 
this time returned* He left a ftrid charge 
with the woman to be attentive to Ethc- 

. linde during his abfence j and ptrttin^g two 
guineas into her hand as an eameft that 

. whatever trouble and ^ inconvenience Ihe 

, might be put to would be amply repaid^' 
he fet forward on one of the hories which 
had drawn the chaife^ for he had himfelf 
crofled the country from Dover on poft 
horfes, till he canie to the neareft poft 

^ town, and from thence had by choice walkcfd 
towards Brackwood^ which he had been in^ 
formed was feven miles diflant. 

On his arrival at the refidence of M^s 
Kewenden> he had the mortification to wait 
above an hour before flie returned.- At 
length fht appeared with ^D^venant and 
Woolafton; and having enquired forEthe* 
linde and the fnapmare as fhe entered. the 
ftable yaid> (he had heard of the accident 

that 
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. tfttt had happened to Ethelinde f but had 

at the fame time the fatisiaAion of finding 

that the ihap mare had been brought home 

by Franks without having fufiained any 

iigury. 

Elated with her amvifements, and flat* 

tered by the extravagant praifes with whicb 

. Wooli^on^ had plied her relative to heit 

^ftiill in riding and her judgment in horfes,, 

Mils Newenden met Montgomery in gay 

fpirits ; and no feeling for the accident or 

danger of Ethelinde had power to dimini& 

them. ^ Faiths Charles," cried (he, *^ Tm 

▼ery forry though for the foolifb girl ;: but 

. what occafion was thei^ for her to throw 

herfelf off? I knew Ihe could not ride 

worth a farthii%g^ and ib put her upon the 

^uieteft horfe in my liable. It mud be 

i}uite her own fault ;: but however don't 

^ be frightened, I dare fay 'tisf nothing but a 

broken head, only Greame likes to make 

. a fufs with it 5 Ihc'll be well enough, never 

^doubc it, to come home bye and bye/' 

Montgomery^ 
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Montgomery, with all the frightful cir-' 

cumftanees of a concuflion of the brain^ 

^hich Greame had detailed^ to him, ftill 

warm in his imagination, could not agree 

to this i and Mifs Newenden, who wanted 

to get quit as foon as poflible of every 

thing that was like trouble, ordered her 

own maid to go down to Green's hut, and 

take wkht her fueh things as Mr, M6nf« 

gomery directed ; and then difmifling dl 

farther care from htr nrind, (he Ikt down 

to a late dinner with htr gucfts, Woolaf- 

ton rofe every moment in her opinion ^ and 

Davcnant took every opportunity to praife 

him to her when* he -was for a moment 

abfent, as one of the worthieft fellows th«a 

ever lived. While he was gone out 

after dinner, to his evening infpb£ti6h« of 

the (lable, a duty which he faid he atwajn 

moft pumftually fulfilled, Dal^nant begaii 

one of thefe ftudied encomiuini : ' 

*♦ Don't yott rfiink," cuied he, «* that 
YiToolafton is ah excellent horfemanf 

There's 



There's not a man in England, V\l yen« 
lure to fajr* ^nows an hound better; he 
underftands my dogs now a devilifli deal 
nMre perfeft than my huntfman.'^ 
: , " Yes," cried Mifs Newcnden, •* and 
I'll tell yon what Tom, he underftands 
how to manage you better than you do 
:how to manage yourfelf i and from a mere 
onilk^fop has made a man of yon. Why, 
what a poor thing you were when at Graf- 
mere--^afraid of the cold, and afraid of the 
damp^ with fifteen qr twenty waiftcoats 
on, and half a dozen handkerchiefs round 
your neck : there's fome fire in this fet» 
low : he has cured you of your frivolous 
.whims, and I believe is a maaof &nic and 
Ipirit," 

- W(^lafton heard with great fatisfadion 
the report of thb opinion. Unprincipled^ 
unfeeling^ apd felfiflb, he was yet very art- 
ful ; and the keennefs with which he ItiU 
delighted in gratifications bis diflipated 
property could no longer a^rd him> 

now 
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now urged him to exert every firatagem 
to fccure to himfelf their contihuancc, 
by becoming matter of the fortune of Mifs 
Newcnden J and having once found the way 
to an heart which to the ufual modes of 
attack had been invulnerable, he doubted 
little of his final fuccefs. 

Every hour now witnefled his fortunate 
progrefs. Mifs Newenden herfelf, while 
hardly confcious of it, found very foon 
that the hour of his departure would 
give her pain, and therefore ftudicd how 
to protraft it. She had long piqued her- 
felf on living and ading her own way; 
and when the firft idea of fecuring to her- 
felf fo valuable a matter of the houfe as 
Woolafton occurred to her, (he confidered 
that though it would be probably very 
difagreeable to her brother, occafion much 
converfation, and make her liable to fome 
blame among her friends, yetflieftiould give 
the mott certain proof of her free agency 
and liberality of mind. In a few days 

Woolafton, 
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Woolafion^ who fiiw his advantage, ufed 
k fo adroidy, that he obtained her confent ; 
and litde temained but to prevail upon 
her to name the day which was to put her- 
felf, her fiortune, and her ftud, in his pof^ 
ieflioDt 
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CHAPTER IX. 
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HILE thefe things were palling at 
Brackwood^ and while Woolafton in the 
courfe of three days had fecured the mif- 

jtrefs of that manlion, Ethelinde, from the 
violence of the ihock (he had received, 
could not be removed from the cottage of 
the (hepherd. Thither Montgomery had 
on the firft evening conveyed a better bed^ 
and every thing which in his tender folici- 
tude he thought might contribute to her 

. cafe and amendment. Trembling for a 

. life a thoufand times more precious to him 
than his own^ he could not prevail on him- 
lelf a moment to leave the cottage ; but 
having borrowed one of Mifs Newenden's 
female fervants to attend on Ethelinde In 

' the miferabie little apaitment where (he was 
obliged to remain, he perfuaded the woman 
of the houfe, by dint of that moft power* 

ful 
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ful of all arguments, money, to fendherchil* 
dren to a neighbour's, in order that the place 
might* be qiiiet, and tli^n, 'difrtiffing her 
and her hufband to their repofe, he wrap- 
ped himfelf in his great coat and fat during 
the liight by the. cottage fire, ' 'An heavy 
ftupor, the efFcft of her fall, fecnied io 
hang . on Ethelindey and the fyrnptoms To 
alarmingly prognofticated by^ Greame ap- 
peared 'in their full foJ-ce to his terrified 
.imagination 5 while Ethelinde herfclf,'find- 
■ ing her h^ad ftill cxtreiuely.fconfufed, add 
. iier whole frame greatly difordered as weil 
as weakened by^the \qis of blood which 
Greame had found it necefiary to take, 
really believed that (he was in a few days 
to die; and far from feeling any regret, 
Ihe fancied . that it was the particular in- 
. terpofuion of Providence to fave her from 
keener mifery than (he had yet experienced. 
. There was fomething not unpleafant in the 
languor (he was fenfible of; and (he ex- 
cufed tohcrfelf the facility i with whicK ilae 

. L allowed 
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allowed of the conftant attendance of Mont« 
gpmer)^, by perfuading herfelf that in a 
few days the hand of d^ath would diyide 
t^^m for ever. 

The fccond day brought with it only 
i^creafed .pain ; for the bruiies were now 
more felt than on their being firft received. 
Montgomery, impatient for the arrival of 
Greame, could not reft any where : while 
he fat a moment by the bed- fide of Ethe- 
linde, and faw on her foft countenance an 
cxprcflipn of pain, of which (he complained 
not by words, he found his own anguifh in- 
fupportablf ; and without daring to enquire 
the extent of her fufFerings, he flew up to 
fome high point of land, in hopes of feeing 
the furgeon approach — then he returned to 
the cottage, liftened at the do6r, fancied 
he heard her breathe with more difficulty, 
and again ran away to fend fomebody for 
Greame, whom he began to think would 
never arrive. • 

Thus paft the morning; and about two 
cVlock Mifs Newcnden, on whom Greame 

had 
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had called on bis way, and who was pro* 
vented from hunting by the return of 
the froftj came down with him and her 
guefts to fee the patient^ of whofe iituation 
the furgeon had given her a very different 
account from what flie had expeded. 
She had none of that tendernefs which 
fuffcrs from the mere reprefentation of the 
fufferings of another ; and her own con- 
ftitution^ from the manner of life ihe had 
fo early adopted, had, as well as her mind, 
acquired fomething of mafculine ftrength 
and hardnefs ; yet when the fituation of 
Ethelinde was reprefented to her as ha- 
zardous, fhe expreffcd fome degree of con-^ 
cern ; and the two gentlemen, Davenant 
and Woolafton, encouraged her to confcnt 
to Grcamc's propofal of going all together 
to the cottage. 

When they arrived, Montgomery met 
them at the door: the difguft he had 
ever felt fowards Mifs Newenden, was en- 
creafed by Ethelinde's accident, of which 
(he had been the occafion j and he could 

not 



k 
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not fee Davenant without redoUefthlg 
that at Grafmere he had been confidered 
as a lover. There was. In the aflfured look 
of Woolafton, (whofe figure and appear- 
ance was a compound of the diiTolute 
man of the town and the profeft jockey ), 
fomething ftill more repulfive to ' the feel- 
ings of Montgomery ; and he thought the 
moment he faw the groupe, that to leave 
Ethelinde among tliem would give him 
even more pain than her illnefs. " Well, 
Montgomery," faid Mifs Newenden, as 
foon as (he met him—" what's the matter 
here ? Greame has been talking of I know 
not what danger that may follow this ac- 
cident ; but he is always a croker— are 
you not doftor ? I dare fay Ethy will be 
well enough in a day or two.— Come, let's 
go fee how (he does.'* 

** I am afraid," replied Montgomery, 
^ ** that the fight of fo many perfons may 
fatigue her. Her head is much affeftcd ; if 
you pleafe, therefore. Madam, you and 
Mr.- Greame only (hall fee her/' 

They 
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They ilicn were admitted into the room; 
and Greame having declared that Ihe had 
a good deal of fever, and was not in a {late 
to be removed, Mifs Newenden, after ex- 
prefling as. much concern as (he was ca- 
pable of feeling, retired ■, and promifing 
U> fend down another iervant to relieve in 
her attendance the maid who was already 
there, departed with her two * friends, 
equally vexed at the froft and at the trou- 
ble this awkward bufinefs might bring 
upon her. 

Davenant had always detefted Montgo- 
mery. The preference that had been fhewn 
him at Grafmere by Ethelinde, the praifes 
then lavilhed on his figure by the other 
ladies, as well as by Mifs Newenden, who 
ftill continued to teize Davenant with en- 
comiums on him, and the real fuperiority 
which he polTeQed in perfon and in fpirit ; 
a fuperiority that Davenant felt, though 
Lained to acknowledge it even to 
jl) combined to render him odious ; 
:oMnefe of Montgomery's be- 
haviour 
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haviour now encreafed his averfion. ** I 
don't underftand," faid he, as he walked 
home with Mifs Newenden, *^ what fort 
of footing that young fellow is upon with 
Mifs Chefterville; I fuppofe, however, 
that he is an accepted lover/* 

** Poor Davenant !'* exclaimed Mifs 
Newenden,laughingaloud!— " What ! you 
have not yet forgotten your old pen^ 
ebnnt at Grafmere ? Montgomery jockied 
you, Tom, there; and I believe your 
chance is ftill worfe now/' 

*^ Really you miftake me,'* anfwered 
Davenant, afFefting an haughty indif- 
ference. " Whatever were then my thoughts 
of Mifs Chefterville, I have fince had fuf- 
iicient occafion to change them; and 
whatever may be Montgomery's advan- 
tages, no interference of mine will lelSbfl 
their fuccefs/' 

*« Faith," cried Woolafton, '^ he is a 
fortimate lad to be fole attendant on 
ft young lady : but he appears not tp 

Vol. IV. K mcdt 
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merit his good fortune ; 1 fufped that he 
is a coxcomb." 

** An horrid coxcomb, I affure you : as 
vain of his perfon as a girl, and the more 
vain, perhaps, becaufe he has nothing elfe 
to boaft of/' replied Davenant. 

** Pardon me," returned Mifs Newen- 
den, who delighted in mortifying Dave- 
nant— *^ He is of a very good famUy." 

** A Scotch family !" cried Davenant, 
difdainfiilly— " generally produftive of 
well defcended paupers. I fuppofe that 
the young man has not fifty pounds a 
year in the world." 

Thus on the indigence of Montgomery, 
the man of fortune, fortune which he owed 
not to his own merit, deicanted; while 
Woolafton, whom vice, diffipation, and 
idlenefs had impoveriflied, thought him* 
felf at liberty to join in the ridicule, and 
to irritate the contempt excited by the 
want of that money which neither of them 
knew how to ul'e j and which, they both 

felt. 
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felt,, had not the power to beftbw hap* 
pinefs* 

The fecond night Montgomery paflcd 
as he had done the firfl. Ethelinde^ how- 
ever, knew not that he fat up during the 
whole of it in the peafant's kitchen ; for 
in the evening (he had expreffed fo much 
uneafmefs at his remaining there, that he 
had promifed to leave the cottage and go 
to Mifs Newenden's houfe till the next 
day : a promife which he fancied her 
fafety and his own anxiety would juflify 
his making without his having an inten* 
tion to keep it. 

During the night, a profound filencc 
reigned throughout the humble abode \ brok* 
en only by the chirping of the crickets whick 
ran round the wicker chair he fat on within 
the low chimney. Sleep was not to be ob- 
tained -, and his fertile imagination brought 
before himhisfutureprofpefts in melancholy 
perfpeftive.— ** Yet a few days, and the fad 
plcafure yet allowed me, of feeing her, ill 

K % and 
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and disfigured as (he is^ will be withdrawn. 
She will recover; but my miferies will not 
be removed. I (hall fee her reftored to 
health ; but my peace will not be reftored 
with it. Oh ! merciful heaven ! how many 
evils may befal her worfe to me than 
would-be her death, terrible as the idea of 
it appeared only a few hours ago ! 

'^ With whom do I leave her, deftitute 
as (lie is of fortune and of proteftioft ? Is 
Mifs Newenden, carelefs of appearances, 
harlh in manners, and indelicate in tnind, 
a fit aflbciate and friend for Ethelinde? 
are thefe men whom flic brings into her 
houfe companions for that fenfibility and 
foftnefs fo fondly cultivated by Colonel 
Chefterville ? and will (he not be per- 
petually expofed to impertinence and in- 
fult ? If (he removes from among them, 
whither can (he go ? To Sir Edward 
Newenden? lmpo(Iible— I can never bear 
it ! Good God ! and what is this money 
in purfuit of which I am to quit her ? Am 
I fure of obtaining it ? and if I do, will 

It 
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it make me happy if I l6fe hef ^ or am 
I conviflced it will make her f6, if I return 
to (hare it with. her? — Ah! no! poor as 
we are, fuch a cottage as this would Ihelter 
us i and if together, we might be happier 
in it than the higheft affluence could make 
thofe* who have not hearts like ours. I 
am young and ftrong, and why (hould I be 
alhamed of fupporting her by the hum- 
bleft labour ?— labour which would be 
comparatively fweet, when I reflcfted that 
it faved me from the infinitely more in- 
fupportable mifery of leaving her." 

In thefe refleAions the night, however, 
powly wore away, and by the time it was 
proper for him to make his appearance the 
next morning, he had perfuaded himfelf 
that it was confiilent with his reafon and 
his duty, as well as flattering to his love, 
to make another attempt to fhake the 
refolution of Ethclinde, and engage her 
to cqnfent to their marrying immediately, 
atod going together to Grafmere, there ta 
wait the return of his/nhother. 

K 3 He 
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He found her, honvfever^ fo languid and 
weak, that be daircd not hazard it imme- 
diately. She was now become conlcK>us: 
cf the impropriety of her ficuation : but 
while (he was very folicitous to he allowed 
to return to Brack wood, (he felt herfelf by 
no means able to undergo the removal 
without fuffering great pain: but fo un- 
rafy did her remaining any longer where 
me was appear to make her, that on Mr. 
Grime's arrival fhe prevailed upon him 
to confent to it : it was indeed making his 
attendance much lefs inconvenient to him, 
and he dire£^ed the precautions that (hould 
^ be taken, all of which Montgomery him- 
felf attending to, Ethclinde, on the even- 
ing. of the third day after her faU, returned 
tp her own apartment at Brackwood : 
there too Mifs Newenden civilly requefted 
Montgomery to ftay ; who could not refifi: 
the invitation, though it was not made in 
his opinion more feducing by the lady of 
the houfe faying,, in her thoughtlefs and 
boifterous way-^^^ If this dcviliih froft con^ 

tinues 
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tinues to get out of the ground, as my 
people think it will, we'll be out to-morrow 
at five, and you, Montgomery, (hall have 
the fnap^ mare-, thefe two fellows have 
been faying that they fuppofe you cannot 
ride, and I have told them you'll throw 
them out/' 

Montgomery, though carclcfs of their 
Opinion in this as well as in more material 
J)oints, bluflied at the idea of their having 
Ipoken of him cOntemptuoufly ; but he 
dcfpifed them too much to think them 
Ivorth notice, and endeavoured, though 
without, fuccefs, to turn the difcourfe to 
other topics than tTi*e liable and the 
field. Woolafton knew his own advantages 
too well to fuffer the thoughts of Mifs 
I^ewenden to deviate into reafon. The 
rtext day was appointed for his going off 
to London for a licence ; and he already 
anticipated the reftored and even encreafed 
figure he (hould make at the next New- 
murket meeting, when all his former mif- 
chances and miftakes (hould be remedied 

K4 by 
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by the poffcffion of Mifs Ncwendcn's ^ve 
and tweaty thoufand pounds. 

Such was the difpofition of the party 
who a0embled to fupper on the evening of 
Ethelindc's return, (who had borne her re- 
moval with much lefs fatigue ^ban had 
been expefted) when a carriage was heard 
id drive furiouHy up to the door; and 
there was hardly time to enquire who it 
brought, before Sir Edward Newendea 
appeared. 

He looked wildly round the room ; and 
the pcrfons he faw there encreafed his 
amazement. ^^ Where is flie ?" cried he, 
in a voice that expreffcd concern and fur- 
prize ;— " Where is Ethelinde ?— where is 
Mifs Chefterville ?'' 

** She has had a fall from her horfe,** 
faid Mifs Newenden, (who was by no 
mealns delighted with the fight of her bro- 
ther) " and is in bed : but is it her only, 
Ned, you came to fee ? in truth all the 
reft of your friends arc much obliged to 
you.*' 

" I heard 
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' *« I heard (he had met with a dangerous 
*' accident," replied Sir Edward, trying to 
rccolleft himfelf ; ** and as her guardian— 
as her friend — I thought it my duty to fee 
if— fhe was— if fhe was in any hazard/* 

** WclJ, ^nd if Ihe had, what good 
could you have done ? D'ye think we 
^lon't know in the country how to manage 
{L broken head ? But come, fit down. 
ipave you fupped ? Why, I believe youVc 
fallen off your horfe yourfelf ? What's the 
matter that you wear your arm in a fling ?'* 
^ .«*! have hurt it>" replied Sir Edward, 
coldly, " Ethelinde, then, continued he, is 
in no danger ?'* 

" Oh ! none upon earth ! Lord, flic 
ipas more frightened than hurt $ and Mv. 
Montgomery was glad of an excufe to 
pjay the nurfe tender, and fo pcrfuaded her, 
with the help of that old croaker Greame, 
that flie was half killed," 
. ^ Have you been long here. Sir ?*' faid 

K 5 Sir. 
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Sir Edwird, addrefling himfelf with evi« 
dent concern to Montgomery. 

Montgomery, with equal coldne&^ an- 
fwered, ^^ I%ame to this place acrois the 
country from Dover, three days ago/' 

^ And how long, Mr. Davenant, have 
you been at Brackwood ?*' aflced Sir Ed* 
ward. 

*^ Faith^ time has pafled fo pleafantly to 
me and my friend Woolafton here, that I 
have hardly kept an account : if I were ta 
reckon by the common courfe of time^ I 
believe four days; but fo agreeably have 
they gone, that they have hardly appeared 
four hours.** 

Sir Edward^ who knew Woolafton only 
from report, now turned towards him^ 
but he felt no inclination to make any ac- 
quaintance with him^ and was concerned 
and amazed to fee fuch a party entertained 
by Mifs Newcndcn. 

His feelings were altogether fo unplea- 

fant, that it became impofllble for him to 

exert 
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exert hkxifelf to keep up the converfation : 
his prefence feemed to throw a reftraint 
on the reft of the company ; and anxious 
as he was about Ethelinde, he dared make 
no farther enquiry unlefs his lifter led to 
the converfation, which (he feemed pur- 
poCclj to avoid. Montgomery, who at 
once refpefted him as a worthy man and 
-dreaded him as one who might perhaps 
be a fortunate rival, was rendered mifera* 
ble by his fudden appearance : his manner 
icrved to increafe this folicitude : Sir Ed* 
^ard was abfent and reftlefs ; and feemed 
hardly able to hide the impatience and 
ahxiety under which he laboured. To 
Pavenant's extravagant converfation he 
liftened with difguft and anger; to Wool* 
afton, who was, however, more than 
ttfual on his guard, with hardly more 
tamper ; and his behaviour towards Mont- 
gomery himfelf was, though rather more 
civil, fo unlike his ufual mild and attentive 
rtianner, that it was eafy to fee he was 

but 
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but little pieafed by finding him at Brack- 
wood. 

As foon as it was poffible to withdraw. 
Sir Edward rofe and went to his room; 
where, as he could not reft without being 
fatisfied as to the fituation of Ethelinde, 
he fent for his fervant, and ordered him to 
bring up to his room the woman who 
had attended her. From this woman, nar 
turally loquacious, he heard all the parti- 
culars of the accident; while (he exag- 
gerated, as is the general cuftom among 
fervants, all the alarming circumflances 
th&t had attended it ; and all that he heard 
ferved only to encreafe the anxiety in 
which he paffed the night. 

Nor was his folicitude and his affeftion 
for Ethelinde the only fource of thofe 
poignant feelings that robbed him of re- 
pofe. His family miferies were not abated. 
Lady Newenden had, in about ten days 
after the departure of Ethelinde, arrived 
at her father's lioufe in town. She Hill 
difdained to make any advances towards 

a recon- 
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a reconciliation^ and afTedted to (com the 
refentment and defy the fufpicions of her 
hufband ; but her father had prevailed on 
Sir Edward, before he knew of her arrival, 
to fend the three children thither; and 
he was to fetch them htmfelf on an even- 
ing agreed upon. Maltravers, without 
communicating his deiign to his daughter, 
contrived that he (hould be introduced 
to the room where Lady Newenden was, 
and where her father had purpofely placed 
the little creatures round her. On feeing 
her thus encircled by his children. Sir Ed- 
ward forgot for a moment every thing 
but that Ihe was their mother : the ten- 
dernefs of his heart prevailed over his 
refentment; and by the anxious interpo- 
fition of Mr. Maltravers a reconciliatioa 
was haftily brought about : and Sir Ed- 
ward, who could not refift the tears of 
the father nor the innocent pleading of 
the children, in which they had by him 
been previoufly tutored, was hurried by 
this variety of contending paffions to pro^ 

mife 
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.Ufc rendered more flagicioQs, was pnty 
concerned that the fracas had not made 
more noife; and he took care that Sip 
Edward's behaviour (hould foon be as 
generally circulated as poffible. Though 
he had not the leaft afiedion for Lady 
Newenden, he was determined that his 
apparent attachment to her fnould not be 
interrupted either by the jealoufy of her 
hufband or the precautions of her father. 
He wrote to her therefore in the flyle 
of a man determined not to endure life 
without her. T9 Mrs Maltravers^ his fen- 
Hments took a ilill higher flight: and 
fuch was her folly and her weaknefsj that 
flie received his letters for her daugh- 
ter, and communicated to her the contents 
of her own. The heart of Lady New- 
enden was incapable of love : but it was 
inflamed with unappealable refentment 
againft Sir Edward, and influenced by 
vanity and ambition — vanity which made 
her glpry in the thoughts of being pre- 
ferred^ 
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fcrred to all thofe women of falhion 
whom Lord Danesforte had before been 
partial to; and ambition, which taught 
her that to be a Countefs, with fuch an 
immenfe fortune as Lord Danesforte ftill 
poffeffed, was more worthy of her merit 
than to remain the wife of a Baronet, 
who had owed the fupport of his name 
only to the fortune Ihe had given him. 
No native principles of redtitude, ne ac- 
quired rcftraints of religion, no delicate 
fenfibility of honor, or tender maternal 
afTedtions, had place in her bofom to 
counteraft the power of thefe united 
temptations; and her mother, inftead o^ 
checking or difcovering, encouraged and 
concealed them. While, therefore, Mr. 
Maltravers was labouring to bring about 
a reconciliation, his wife and his daugh- 
ter, who had formed their own plans, 
fuffered him to proceed ; and Lady New- 
cnden went back to her hufband witk 
&o other hope than that ihe (hould foon 

find 
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find occafion to break tht chains (he (6 
rcluftantly fubmitted to put on. The 
generous and manly temper of Sir Ed* 
ward for fome days baffled thefe projects, 
and all her caprices and provoking at- 
tempts to move his temper failed of 
foccefs. Lord Danesfoite however, to 
whom they had not communicated the 
whole of their plans, was piqued at find- 
ing tthat notwithstanding the tendemefs 
of her letters to him^ Lady Newenden 
had confented to a reconciliation with 
her hufband, which he thought was fin- 
cere. His Lordftiip, determined to in- 
terrupt a re-union which was fo mortifying 
to his vanity, haftcned to London, from 
whence he was at a fmall diftance; and 
tiiere, while he meditated how to pro- 
ceed, he was engaged one evening in 
a drinking party, where the fracas that 
had happened at Danesforte was publicly 
canvafled; and Lord Danesforte, who 
though he could drink a great deal, was 

deprived 
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deprived of all Ihadow of reafon when 
pcrfedly intoxicated, fpoke fo difrefpeft- 
fully of Sir Edward and fo lightly of Lady 
Newenden, that Mr. Templeton, a rela- 
tion of Sir* Edward's, who was hardly 
more fober, took it up* Very high words 
arofe between them^: and though they 
were parted without exchanging a mutual 
diallenge, Templeton declared that he 
confidered himfelf bound to inform Sir 
Edward of the expreflions that had been 
ufcd. His Lordlhip contemptuoufly an- 
fwered, with a great oath, that he might 
icake his pleafure: and as this had hap- 
pened about ten o'clock at night, Tem- 
pleton, wh6 was young and hof headed^ 
drove immediately to Hanover fquare ; 
where he told his relation, by way of 
doing him a kindnefs, what mud inevi- 
tably oblige him to take the hazard of 
deftroying Lord Dancsforte or lofing his 
own life. Sir Edward, whofe unhappi- 
ttds had been irritated rather than relieved 

by 
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by the behaviour of Lady New^nden dur- 
ing the three days (he had been at home, 
and whofe hopekfs pafficm fcx: her cou* 
fin was ftifled only tio prey mtemally on 
his heart, was fo dcftitute of happinefs^ 
and fo \o& to hope, that he felt fomc- 
thing like a fenfe of obligatiom to the: 
yoimg man who gave hbn at once an 
opportunity of vindicating his honor and^ 
a chance of quitting an exiflence which 
was become infupportable. Tn the firft 
emotion of refentment therefore he wrote; 
^ Lord Danesforte a requeft to meet him 
the next day, at a place he named five 
miles from London, Templeton under- 
took to deliver it that evening: and Sir 
Edward, who had nothing to fettle of 
his temporal affairs, which he had done 
(bme time before, apologized to himfelf 
for the ftep he was going to take, by 
citing thofe laws of honor from which 
there is no appeal without infamy ; and 
though he felt the fallacy of that code, 

he 
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he fmothered all the rcmonftrances of 
his confcience and his principles, and 
perfuaded himfelf that this was one of 
thofe occafions in which a defire of ven- 
geance might be forgiven, even by that 
Being to whom he was always difpofed 
to confider himfelf amenable. 

He faid nothing to Lady Newendenj 
who was engaged to fup at her fiirher's, 
with a large company, from whence he 
had excufed himfelf; and riling at five 
o'clock the next morning, he ordered his 
fervant to prepare his piftols for a jour- 
ney, and leaving word that fome bufinefs 
called him unexpeftly to Denham, he got 
into an hired chaife with his gentleman, 
and was foon at a village near the place 
of rendezvous; where Templeton, who 
had eagerly offered to be his fecond, 
was arrived a few moments before. 

They walked together to the fpot, where 
Lord Danesforte and his fecond almoft 
at the fame moment arrived alfo. 

Sir 
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Sir Eldward advancing to his Lordftiip,' 
repeated the words which Templeton had 
defcribed him to have faid, and aiked if 
he meant to juflify them. 

** Yes,*' repUed he contemptuoufly | 
** what I have faid 1 am ready to repeac 
Would Sir Edward Newenden plcafe to 
hear them again ?" 

This anfwer precluding any farther con* 
verfation, the feconds proceeded to the 
ufual ceremonies. Sir Edward fired, and 
miffed; Lord Danesforte, with a better 
aim, grazed the arm of his adverfary* 
The feconds then interfered 5 but neither 
party being fatisfied, Sir Edward fired a 
fecond time and Lord Danesforte fell. 
Shocked as Sir Edward would have been 
^to have had the life of any other hu- 
man being to anfwer for, he felt horror 
rather than compaflion and regret : he 
approached, however, and Lord Danes- 
forte faid, with a fmile which neither 
pain nor apprehenfion robbed of it's acri- 
mony-— 
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mony— " I believe. Sir, all your qualms 
en account of your wife may now be 
over fo far as relates to me.*' Sir Edward 
then, at the rcqueft of the feconds, haft- 
ened to the village, where a furgeon had 
been left by Lord Danesfortc. He fent 
him immediately to the fpot ; where Tem- 
pleton remained till the wound was in- 
fpe&ed ; and Sir Edward returned to town ; 
-where he (hut himfelf up in his own 
room ; and having had his wound drefled, 
felt not fo much penitence for having dif- 
burthened the world of a man fo worth- 
lefs, as concerned at the idea of his lin- 
gering long in pain. 

Lady Newenden was again with her 
father; and nobody broke in to difturb 
the indulgence of thofe numberlefs un- 
eafy refleftions that preyed on his heart, 
till fome of them were mitigated by the 
arrival of Templeton, who had remained 
at the village, whither Lord Danesfortc 
ha(J been carried, till the furgeon had ex- 

trafted 
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trafted the ball; which having been 
Icxiged juft below the collar bone, had 
failed of wounding mortally; and as it 
was with little difficulty extrafted, the 
furgeon declared that unlefs an unex- 
pefted degree of fever came on there was 
little or no danger. 

The report of fuch a duel could not 
fail of being foon fpread. It was known 
in town almoft as foon as it happened ; 
and Mrs. Maltravers, who was to have a 
party in the evening, was foon acquainted 
with it by cards fent by thofe who were to 
have been there, but who now excufed 
themfelves, as *' concluding fhe did not 
fee company on account of the late unfor- 
tunate affair.'* 

Hardly had Sir Edward, therefore, heard 
that Lord Danesforte was in no danger, 
before Mrs. Maltravers entered his ftudy, 
furious as a lionefs robbed of her young : 
her eyes flalhed fire ; her face was all over 
as red from nature as her cheeks ufually 

were 



THE RECLUSE OF THE LAKE. 217 

were from art; and in a voice between 
crying and fcolding, (he thus (before his 
gentleman, who began to think his matter 
in more danger from the fury of his mo- 
ther in law than he had been from the 
piftol of Lord Danesforte) addreffed Sir 
Edward— 

** So ! you have done well to be fure ! 
A fine ftory you have made of it at laft. 
Oh! Sir Edward, Sir Edward, to be fo 
wicked and cruel; and take the life of that 
poor good dear man, and ruin the repu- 
tation of my fwect child ! and all for what? 
*— forg roun dlefs jealoufy ! oh ! I muft 
fay you are a bafe man ; and woeful to us 
I. am fure was the hour that ever we fuf- 
fered our poor dear Maria to throw herfelf 
away upon you ; (he that might have had 
any body, (he that was a match for a 
prince* I had rather have feen her in a 
coffin than married to a man who does 
not know her value : and poor Lord Da- 
nesforte . too I oh ! what will become of us 

Vol. IV. L to 
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to think we have been the caufe of your 
taking away the life of that excellent, 
diarming man ! " 

Sir Edward fdt his indignation con- 
quered by pity and contempt. — ** Becalm, 
Madam/' faid he, as foon as he found he 
had any chance of being heard — " that dear, 
excellent, charming man, is not dead, and 
I believe in no danger of dying. Go back 
and confole yourfelf, therefore; and pre- 
vail on Lady Newenden to be more care- 
ful of that reputation which I have taken 
fome trouble to refcue from the afperfions 
of your noble favorite." 
. '* *Tis falfc !'* cried Mrs. Maltravers; 
*• an abominable falfehood ! He never 
afperfed her — no never; he admired her 
too much; and a thoufand times, poor 
dear creature, has he fighed and faid to me 
when we were alone together—-* dear Mrs. 
Maltravers, what a divine refemblance of 
your divine felf is your daughter: and 
what a happy man is Sir Edward.* Yes ! 

he 
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lie has faid fo many times, I don't deny ; 
but that he admired Maria — ^indeed he 
has fometimes breathed a tender wifh that 
he had known her before (he was married, 
or that (he had a lifter like herfelf, or that 
I was not her mother : all that was na- 
tural enough; who can Help their pen- 
(bangs ; but as for any wrong attachment 
to Maria, 1 tell you. Sir Edward, 'tis as 
falfeashell!'* 

Her voice, which had funk into a whine 
while (he defcribed the platonic paffion of 
Lord Danesforte, now rofe again to the 
clamorous (hrillnefs of rage ; and Sir Ed- 
ward, hopelefs of appealing her, had no- 
thing to do but to fit down and attend, 
with patience till her paffion had exhaufted 
itfelf. 

Far, however, from finding that it 
abated for 'want of oppofition, it feemed 
to gather force in its progrefsj and the 
now fell into fits of hyfteric crying, now 
walked about the room with a theatrical 

L 2 air^ 
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.air, and ranted like an affronted Emprefa* 
Sir Edward began not only to be tho- 
roughly weary of her folly but to feel his 
arm very painful. Any interruption, 
therefore, was welcome to him, though 
he forefaw that Maltravers, who now en- 
tered the room, would expedt a more fe- 
rious explanation and different reafons for 
his conduft than what he had thought it 
neceflary to give the lady. 

It was, however, fome moments before 
the authority of Maluavers gould procure 
an interval ef filence ; but when that was 
obtained. Sir Edward related in a few 
words what had paffed. Maltravers, who 
had no verv ftridt notions of honor, and a 
great averfion to the noife this matter would 
make, heard him with a very difcontented 
air; and telling Sir Edward that bethought 
he had more prudence and more regard 
for his family, he bade him fullenly good 
night, adding that he had left Lady New- 
cnden fo very ill in confequence of her 

alarm, 



THE RECLUSE OF* THE LAKE. 121 

alarm, that (he would not be able tore- 
turn home that night. Sir Edward had 
too much reafon to believe that this alarm 
had not been created by her fears for him, 
and therefore he fuffered her father and 
mother to depart without expreffing any 
anxiety to fee her — a circumftance which 
the latter exaggerated into the cruelleft 
fymptoms of negled: and contempt. 

When they were gone. Sir Edward, 
barrafled in his mind, and fufiering paia 
jGrom his wound, was haftening to bed/ 
when his gentleman, who had ferved hiia. 
from a child and was confidered more as 
a friend than a fervant, thus beg^n, while 
he was helping him to undrefs, from doing 
which for himfelf his wounded arm difa- 
bled him. » 

** I wilh. Sir, you*d let the furgeon 
look at it again to-night; do. Sir; indeed 
it may be of ill confequence. Thank God, 
however, *tis no worfe. This feems to be 
quite the week for bad accidents.'* . 

y What accidents, Warham?" aiked 

L 3 Sir ^ 

M 
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Sir Edward. *^ This can hardly, I thinly 
be railed one." 

." Ii might have been worfe, to be fure. 
Sir; but I mean, befides this ugly afiaii^ 
poor Mifs Chefterville.*' 

^^ Mifs Chefterville ! ** exclaimed Sir 
^Ed ward. " What of Mifs Chefterville ?'* 

*^ Lord, Sir!" replied the fervant, *^ I 
thought to be fure you had known it: 
Molly Peters fpoke of it laft night in the 
houfekeeper's room. She had a letter from 
her brother at Brack wood that mentioned 

*^ Mentioned what ? You torture mc, 
Warham. What has befallen Ethelinde ?'* 

^' Why, Sir, what I heard was, that 
fhe was out a hunting with Mifs Newen- 
den, and got a bad fall, and was carried 
for dead into a cottage hard by.'* 

** Impoflible 1" cried Sir Edward, trem- 
bling with terror and alarm; "impoflible! 
She never hunts— (he hardly ever rides. 
It muft be fome miftake.*' 

Warham, however, perfifting in his ac- 
count^ 
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count, Sir Edward, fatigued as he was, 
entirely forgot himfelf, and bade him feek 
the fervant inftantly who had received the 
letter, and bring it to him. 

This command being obeyed. Sir Ed- 
ward was foon convinced that there was 
too much reafon for his apprebenfions. 
The letter, which was from Mifs Newen* 
den's footman to his filler, was circum- 
fiantial, and defcribed not only the day 
«nd hour when the accident befel Ethe- 
linde, but the fituation in which ihe at 
that time remained at the hut of the (hep* 
herd, and the opinion Mr. Greame had 
given of the poflible confequences of her 
fall. 

Nothing that merely affefted his own 
cafe had now ^ower xo detain the mind of 
Sir Exiward from the bed fide of his lovely 
fuifering ward. He faw her in a miferablc 
cabin, without attendants, unfoothcd by 
the confoling voice of friend(hip and fym- 
pathy, for he knew Mifs Newenden inca- 
pable of .either; he reprefented what fl>e 

L 4 muft. 



114 STHSLIKDB^ 01. 

muft, in fuch a fituation^ fufier; and at 
length, after a long conflift between his 
prudence and his folicitude for her, he 
perfuaded himfelf that he was called upon 
by every thing dear to the heart of a man 
of honor and of feeling to fly inftantly to 
her. Love, an auxiliary here too power* 
fill, lent all his fophiftry to convince hint 
that he was only adting as a guardian was 
bound to ad: : and though in the prefent 
circumilances he knew that many objec- 
tions might with fome propriety be raifed, 
his unconquerable tendemefs iilenced them 
all. He ftill, however, wiftied to have it 
thought that he was gone no farther than 
Denham. He left a letter to Mr. Maltravers, 
faying indireftly that he was gone thither ; 
and at the firft dawn of day he fteppedinto 
the chaife which had fet him down in the 
evening at Brackwood* 



CHAP, 
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CHAPTER X. 



N. 



O event could have happened more 
farorable to the views of Lady Neweodcn 
than this expedition of Sir Edward ; none 
that more ftrongly confirmed the reports 
that had obtained of Sir Edward*s attach- 
ment to Ethelinde. The recent duel had 
drawn all eyes upon hkn ; and that while 
he was yet uncertain of the life of his ad- 
vcrfary^ and himfelf wounded, he (hould fly 
to the houfe where he had placed Ethe- 
linde, could hardly fail of attracting ob- 
fervations as prejudicial to her as corrobo- 
rating the fufpicions which Mr. Maltravers 
and his family had affefted to believe. 
Of this Sir Edward, as he journeyed to- 
wards Brackwood, could not but be fenfi- 
ble *, but Ethelinde in danger, and laa- 
guiniing on a fick bed; that lovely face 
disfigured, that lovely form fuffering under 

L s painful 
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painful operations; the grave perhaps 
opening to receive her ; were images which 
obliterated all the impreffions that cold 
prudence could make. Repeatedly he had 
promifed to her father to defend and pro- 
teft her J and his generofity, as well as his 
love, forbade his forfeiting that facred 
promife lead the worthlefs and illiberal 
fliould cavil at his fulfilling itw 

But finding that Davenant, Woolafton, 
and Montgomery, were witnefles to his 
arrival, he became more difturbed; and 
confcious of all he felt, he fancied that 
every eye could read what pafled in his heart. 
The events of the laft week had rendered 
his accommodation with Lady Newenden 
lefs likely to , be permanent ; and he re- 
pented that ever he had confented to an 
experiment which had ferved only to con- 
vince him that happinefs or even content, 
with her, was not to be obtained. A thou- 
fand corrofive refledtions followed when 
he recalled her behaviour and that of her 
mother; and when his thoughts returned 

towards 
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tow^ds Ethelinde, on whom they had 
once been accuftomed.to dwell with fo 
imuch pleafure, new and poignant anguifti 
overwhelmed his heart. He knew lefe 
than ever how he ought to adt in regard 
to her. His filler, the only female reliation 
to whom he could entruft her, lived ra- 
ther like an independent man than in the 
xetirement fit for a young wonun fo fitu- 
^cd as Ethelinde. She continually en- 
tertained parties of gentlemen at her houfe ; 
^nd far from caring what opinion 'the 
world entertained of her a6tion§, (he pro- 
fefled a total negledl of the cuftoms of thofe 
focieties with which fce had no inclination 
to mix. The very party now with heir was 
a fpecimen of her contempt for the ufual 
forms obferved by fingle women : Dave- 
nant indeed, having been her brother's 
ward, had fome pretence for his vifit; but 
Woolafton was not only a ftranger to her 
but a man of difiblute charadter, who was 
known to have fubfifted fome time by ex-^ 

pedients 
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pedients which had placed him among the 
defcription of people called black-legs. 

He knew that to remonftrate with his 
fifter would not only be fruitlefs, but that, 
unaccuftomed as (he was to controul, (he 
would rcfent any attempt of his to didtate 
to her, and would become impatient of 
the company of Ethelinde if (he found it 
likely to impofe on her inclinations the 
fmalleft reftraint; yet to fee Ethelinde, 
unprotefted as (he was, in fuch company, 
expofed to the impertinence of unprinci- 
pled men, diftrafted him. There ap- 
peared, however, no alternative but her 
marriage with Montgomery, and on that 
he thought with ftill greater reluftance. 

Unable to reft, he was in the parlour by 
fix 9^clock. He took up a book that lay 
in the window, in hopes of finding fome- 
ribfing that might divert his thoughts a 
moment from his various unhappinefs; 
but it was a treatile on hunting, and he 
laid it down in difguft. He now waited 
anxiouily to fee fomebody who could 

give 
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give him an account of Ethelinde; but the 
maids were not yet up, except one whofe 
bufinefs it was to prepare breakfaft for the 
hunters. He faw Mr. Woolafton go to 
theftabies and direft the proceedings there 
with an air of authority which he re- 
marked without at all gucfSng at the 
right he was fo foon to aflume. Mifs 
Newenden at length came down herfelf 5 
and very little plcafed with the profped 
of her brother's flay, which could not fail 
to impede all her plans, (he fpoke to him 
with a coldnefs that aggravated his con- 
cern ; not on his * own account, for he 
knew her too well to expeft tendemefs 
and afFeftion from her, but on that of 
Ethelinde, whofe profpeds appeared to^ 
him every moment more dreary, while he 
felt himfelf precluded from the power of 
rendering them pleafant or even comforta- 
ble. After he had aikcd his fitter how (he 
did, he faid — " Have you feen Ethelinde 
to-day? can you tell me how (he finds 
terfclf?'* 

•* Lord, 
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** Lord> brother!*' replied Mifs Ncw^ 
£nden> '* d'ye think 1 hav€ nothing to da 
but to attend to her.^ It is enough^ I 
think, if (he occupies the whole attention 
of one of the family." 

** You are unkind, Ellen. She occur 
pies no more of my thoughts than every 
amiable unprotefted young woman is en*- 
titled to from her guardian." 

«* Well, I am really as tired as Lady 
Newenden ufed to be of hearing of her 
amiablenefs and her beauty. She has often 
laid that there was always more fufs with 
her than with fifty other people; and it's 
true I think." 

** But can you have a perfon, whether 
amiable or unamiable, ill in your houfe, 
and not be folicitous for their recovery ?" 

^' Dear Ned, flie is not ill. If I had 
met with fuch an accident I fliouldNhavc 
put a pledget dipped in Arquebufade to my 
head, and have got a bottle of Steers's opo- 
deldoc for my brulfes, and there would 
have been an end of it; inftead of which, 

here's 
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here's fainting, and phyficing, and blecd^ 
ing, and water gruel, and Montgomery 
nmning mad, and you not quite in your 
fenfes. 1 fuppofe the next thipg will be 
that Chefterville will come faiUng back 
from Jamaica, and that you will bring 
down the college of phyficians and the 
company of furgeons/' 

Sir Edward now found that he (hould 
excite ridicule, but obtain no information 
from his fitter ; he dropped, therefore, the 
difcourfe, ftifling as well as he could the 
uneafinefe and difguft he felt ; and Mont- 
gomery, Davenant, and Woolalton, foon 
after entering the room, they haflily break** 
faded ; and then all but Sir Edward and 
Montgomery departed for the chafe. 

When they were gone. Sir Edward ad- 
drefled himfelf to Montgomery, who, me- 
lancholy and dejefted, had feated himfelf 
with folded arms in the window.—*^ Da 
you know, Sir, how Mifs Chefterville does 
to-day ?" 

•* I have had na opportunity of en- 
quiring. 
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quiring. The fervant who attends hex is: 
not yet rifen/* i 

•* You faw the accident, I think. Sir; 
do me the favor to let me underftand how^ 
it happened ?" 

Montgomery then recounted all that 
had pafled, in a Toice and manner ex- 
preflive of the lively and tender intereft he 
took in whatever related to the fciir fuf- 
ferer. When he had finifhed the account. 
Sir Edward remaining (ilent, Montgo- 
mery paufed a moment, and then went 
on thus— 

** You are not- unacquainted. Sir Ed- 
ward, with my long and ardent aflred:ion 
for Mifs Chefterville, nor with thofe cruel 
circumftances which have compelled me, 
rather in compliance with the maxims of the 
world than with my- own convi6lion, to 
think of quitting her. To you, her father . 
gave a truft, of which he, before your 
arrival, thought me worthy: on your 
honour and kindnefs I am convinced (he 
may rely if you can exert them in her fa* 

vor; 
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Vor ; but let me afk you. Sir Edward, 
and forgive the liberty I take, let me aik 
you whether you can afford her the protec-i 
tion for which (he has fo much occafion ? 
Is her prefent fituation quite what your de- 
licate fenfe of propriety would fuggeft for 
filch a young woman ?'* 

Sir Edward forefaw that this converfk- 
tion would lead to a propofal which he 
doubted not Montgomery ftill wi(hed to 
make— that of marrying Ethelinde imme- 
diately. A fevere pang feized his heart'i 
yet he could not be angry that Montgo- 
mery few the prefent circumftances of 
Ethelinde nearly as he himfelf confidered 
them. 

** No/* replied he, ••" I do not know 
that it is ; I will fpeak to you, Mr. Mont* 
gomery, with franknefs. My filter, though 
without the flighted difpofition to do 
wrong, is not only fingular and ali^urd 
in her purfuits, but thinks in a manner 
peculiar to herfelf ; while other women at 
her time of life^ for flie i» not yet thirty^ 

folicit 
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very painful to my ward. If indeed yofir 
profpcdts were improved,, and Ethelinde 
chofe to unite her fate with your's, I (hould 
not, whatever I might think of its pru- 
dence, oppofe her determination : but as 

It IS • 

. *• So far from being improved. Sir Eel-' 
ward," faid Montgomery, in a tone ra- 
ther angry, •* you know that they are 
even more reduced : but I am young ; I 
have, I thank God, health to work, and a 
fpirit which would feel no degradation in 
embracing any honelt means to fupport the 
woman I adore." 

Confcious of the advantage which a pro- 
jeft fo romantic would give her already 
beloved Montgomery over fuch an heart 
as Ethehnde poffeffed, Sir Edward loved 
not to hear it repeated, nor to think that 
it might be repeated to her. 

" My dear Sir," cried he, '* you are 
yet too young to be an adequate judge of 
what you could do. To talk of labouring 
for her fupport is wildncfs and romance. 

What 
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What is the fupport (he could obtain by 
your labour ? of what labour are you ca- 
pable?" 

Montgomery, naturally warm and im- 
petuous, and now inflamed by lurking but 
corrofive jcaloufy, took fire at fomething 
of contempt which he fancied this fpeech 
implied*—" Sir Edward," cried he, '^ you 
may defpife me; but I (hall never feel 
myfelf defpicable while my heart tells me 
.1 purfue the diftates of natural reafori. 
Whatever I could do for her fupport, if, 
humble as my lot muft remain, Ethelinde 
will be content with it, I fee not by what 
ufurped authority you can divide us ; and 
give me leave to fay, Sir, that if you ftill 
attempt to do fo 1 (hall think with the reft 
.of the world, that neither your quality of 
guardian, nor of a married man, hav^had 
power to render you as indifferent ^ you 
. ought to be to tlie perfonal lovelinefs of 
Ethelinde." 

" You are very young, and 1 fear very 
rafli," replied Sir Edward, his rifing anger 

being 
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being with the uttnoft difficulty fupprefled^ 
^* but you are unhappy, and I forbear to 
retort." 

** Forbear nothing on that account^ Sir 
Edward. As men, we are equal— allow me 
to fay too that we are equal as gentlemen ; 
and that it is doing no injury to the family 
of Newcnden to place it on a footing with 
the houfe of Montgomery." 

Sir Edward had by this time recoUefted 
how fruitlcfs and how dangerous. winy al- 
tercation muft be; and afliamed of having 
been betrayed into anger which might be 
fo injurious to Ethclinde, he got the bet- 
ter at once of his emotion, and anfwered 
mildly — *' We will not talk of our families, 
Montgomery, nor of oiirfclves : neither of 
us, I think, are fortunate enough to have 
much to boaft of in regard to hiappinefi. 
Let us, therefore, inftead of inflaming each 
other with fcolifh and ufelefs fulpicions 
and reproaches, confider, as if we were 
her brothers, what ought to be done 

for 
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for the peace and happinefs of her for 
whom we are both interefted.'* 

The noble heart of Montgomery was 
foftened in a moment by candour and ge- 
nerofity.— **^ Pardon me, dear Sir Ed- 
ward," faid he, *^ I am wrong. I know 
I have injured you; but I am fo com- 
pletely wretched that my fenfes feem likely 
to forfake me. You, who perhaps have 
loved as I do^ though you never could fed 
what jt is like me to love and to defpair, 
will pity and forgive me.** 

A generous but romantic projeft now 
took poffeffion of the mind of Sir Edward. 
He determined to lay open his heart and 
-all its wcaknefs to Montgomery •, and while 
he confided to him a fecret which he had • 
ftruggled fo frequently to conceal even 
from himfclf, to make the jealous and ar- 
dent lover the arbitrator between his 
paflion and his honour; and, though he 
ftill intended firmly to oppofe their imme- 
diate marriage, to confult him on the 
meafures which, during his abfcnce, ought 

to 



to be purfued to put Ethelinde at once out 
of the hazard of improper acquaintance 
with others, and of being made liable to 
an imputed partiality to himfelf. He 
gave himfelf hardly a moment to confider 
of the propriety of this confidence; but 
feizing on the idea with an enthufiafm 
which he believed was the effort of reco- 
vering virtue and refolution, he took the 
hand which Montgomery held out to him,, 
and faid in an animated tone— 

*• My dear Montgomery, I do not for- 
give you becaufe I have not been offended ^ 
but I moft fincerely fympathize with youi 
and as a proof how much I efteem you, 
I will now tell you the true ftate of a heart 
infinitely more wretched than your's can 
ever be.** 

Montgomery fliook his head as if he 
thought that was not poffible; and Sir 
-Edward, hefitating half a moment, went 
on — 

*' You did not know me till long after 
my marriage, or ic would be unneccITary 

for 
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fi>r ine.to afTjjre you that my affeftion was 
then Lady Ncwenden*s. Her perfon is 
now as lovely, perhaps, as it was then ; I 
know not whether it is not even more fo* 
I was of an age to be charmed with mere 
pcrfonal beauty; her character was not 
formed ; (he appeared gentle and amiable; 
(he preferred me to men who would have 
had, in the eyes of an ambitious woman^ 
more advantages ; fancy augmented every 
perfection ; her beauty would have rendered 
even her defeds pleating to me, if love 
had fuffered rcafon to difcover any. We 
married; and for a little, a very little 
while, I thought myfclf happy ; but by 
degrees I difcovered that Maria was merely 
a pretty woman; and that there were 
many hours when a rational companion 
was more neceiiary to my happinefs than 
a fine lady, who, carelefs whether I was 
.pleafed or difpleafed, was «at leaft deter- 
mined to pleafe herfelf, by obtaining that 
general admiration which fo highly grati- 
fied her vanity^ and which fhe thought 
Vol. IV. M had 
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had not been (hewn before only becaufc 
(he had never before been feen. 

*' When n^y eldeft boy was born I flat- 
tered myfelf that' new femiments would be 
awakened ; but Maria had never the heart 
of a mother: and I faw, with ftifled an* 
guilh, that (he -was more foUcitous to 
make her appearance with undimini(hed 
b auty, than about the child, whofe birth 
would have doubly endeared her to my 
heart. By the exceffive fondncfs of her 
father, and the filly adulation of her mo- 
ther, (he had* acquired an early habit of 
believing that no woman was an objeft 
of fo much confequence as hcrfelf. I faw 
this difpofition in a thoufand namelefs in- 
ftances. 1 tried — vainly tried not to fee 
it. I ftill loved her ; and though I could 
not efteem her as I wiflied to have done, 
(he knew not that my expeftafions of 
permanent felicity declined almoft uncon- 
fcioufly; for whatever were my mortifica- 
tions my behaviour to her was unchanged. 
You have often heard me fay how partial 

1 have 
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i have from a boy been to the country, 
particularly to my native country; but 
I could feldom prevail on Lady New- 
enden to go even to Denham, . unlefs for 
a few days with parties of company; 
To go to Grafmere fhe pofitively refufed-, 
and the birth of my other two children/ 
■which happened within the three follow- 
ing years after that of Edward, made 
me. delay from time to time to infifl: upon 
it. At length the urgent occafion there 
was for my prefence, a hope that fuch a 
journey might yield her a falutary rcfpite 
from perpetual company, late hours, and 
deep play, and a fooliQi idea that the 
fcenes of fublime and beautiful nature 
might awaken in her mind a tafte for 
fimple and domeftic pleafures, united to 
make me prefs for her going to Graf- 
mere, Her mother, with her ufual ab- 
furdity, encouraged her oppofition to my 
wiihes; but I found means to engage 
Mr. Mai tra vers on my fide, and finally we 
fucceedcd« 

M2 The 
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. *^ The dread of folitudc, rather than any 
love for her coufm, induced her to aik 
the company of Ethelinde Chefterville. 
I had fcen her very frequently, but ge- 
nerally in mixed company. H^r beauty 
was (Iriking; but it feemed to me not 
more confpicuous than that of my wife. 
Alas! I knew not, till I had continual 
occafion to convcrfe with her, the power 
of a lovely form, animated by a foul 
like her's. Confidered as a married man^ 
as her near relation, I had a thoufand 
opportunities of obfcrving the charms 
of her underflanding and the unafFeftcd 
goodnefs of her heart. All that Maria 
wanted, Eihelinde feemed to poffefs: can- 
did, ingenuous, and humane-, warm in 
her afFedtions; with all her advantages of 
form, unconicious that fhe poflefled any; 
an4 with a ftrong, lively^ and cultivated 
underftandi«ng, as modeft as if fhe had 
known nothing. Involuntarily I was 
making perpetual comparifons ; alas ! 

Lady New- 
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Lady Ne wen den gave me perpetual caufe 
to make them; yet I endeavoured— 
very earneftly endeavoured to' check in 
its infancy a paffion as improper as it, 
was hopclefs. That I have fucceedcd fb 
ill is now the torment of my life. 

** I need not relate to you, Montgo- 
mery,- its irrefiftible progrefs. Davenant's 
propofals, which at firft I thought I could 
encourage, fpon gave me fenfations that 
made a narrow examination of my heart 
neceffary, I found too certainly that 1 
now knew, for the firft time, what it was 
to love. I condemned myfelf for not 
baving fled before from the dangerous 
\inconfdous objeft who had infpired it; 
but as it was then too late, I perfuaded 
tnyfelf that as the violence of my at- 
tachment exceeded not its purity, I mighty 
however wretched myfelf, continue tafee 
and acquire a kind of happinefs in fery^ 
ing her whom I could fee no profpeS: of 
ever calling mioe.^ 

' M3 t' Such 
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Such was the difpofition of my ftitid 
when Ethelinde left Grafmere Abbey.* 
I found that even at that early pericid 
her heart, which repulfcd the addrefles 
of Davenant with fcorh, was by no means 
indifferent to you. I tried at leaft to ac- 
cuftom myfclf to endure what was in- 
evitable—her preferring another; for I 
could myfelf claim no preference as a 
tover: yet I will candidly own that tny 
paffion revolted perpetually againft my 
reafon; and though I knew I could ne- 
ver expeft her to love me otherwife 
thai! as her friend and her guardian, 
there were times when all your merit 
^nd the hopelefsnefs of my own fituation 
were infufBcient to reconcile me even 
for a moment to the idea of her loving 
another. 

** In her abfence I attempted aneVt^ 
to argue myfelf out of a predileftiori 
which was at leaft prejudicial to my own 
happinefs, and could be produdive only 

of 
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of diftrejf^ to its objed^ but io making 
tiiis cxperimenc I bad, occafion to expct 
ricncc the truth of that obfervation which 
fays, that abfcnce which deflroys a flight 
degree of Ipve augments a violent and 
ferious paflion, as the wind extingulfhes a 
feeble flame but encreafes a ftrong fire. 
Though } fa\y her no longer, my ima- 
gination dwelt on her perpetually 5 Lady 
JNewcnden's carelefs indifference making 
it turn towards her with ftill encreafing 
fondnefs *, yet let me fay, that whatever 
,wcre .my internal conflids, I carefully 
avoided betraying them by any alteration 
in my behaviour to my wife ; I would 
have even redoubled if it had been pofli* 
tie, my boundlefs indulgence ; nor did 
fbe, I am pcrfuaded, difcern that th^ 
iittention I fliewed her^ came not from 
jhe heart. :Alas ! her own was incapable 
of fo nice a diflinftion ; and flie ftudied 
my happinefs too little to know whether 
I wa$ indeed what I affedled to appear. 
, ' M 4 Thca 
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Then it was that every refolution to eoii^ 
quer my attachment was at om^ oveN 
come by the circumftance of my boy's 
illnefs. His mother, occupied entirely in 
t circle (he had formed at Scarborough, 
affcAed to be unaUe to undertake the 
journey which appeared neccflary if ever 
we^hoped to fee him alive. Shocked at 
her unfeeling excufe, and frantic with 
fears for the life of my child, I arrived 
at Denham— I arrived, not to weep over 
the darling of my heart, but to find that 
the tendernefs, the attention of Ethelinde, 
had fnatchcd him, under Providence, 
from the grave ; and that fupplying to 
him all the tendernefs of a mother, (he 
had prcferved his life at the hazard of 
her own. 

** Had I not loved her before, I moft 
have loved her then; but to the great 
judge of hearts I dare appeal whether, 
as my love encreafed, it became not 
more lacred. She was then, flie is ftiU 

idolized 
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idoHzed as an ^ngeU aad J proteft that 
if tixe facrifice of / my life would conduce 
to the happlDels of her's I would tefign i% 
with delight. 

rj **^ Yet, Montgomery^ I will not deny 
that there have been times when, fufr 
fering all the mifery inflidled on me by 
Lady Newenden's ; infupportable temper^ 
and having too frequently reafon to 
doubt whether fhe has not difiionoured 
me as well as made me wretched, I 
have harbouced dangerous idea3--»I have 
dreamed that a releafe. from ai union, once 
the happinefs but. now the torment of 
my life, was poflible, and then the image 
of Echelinde has intruded itfelf in feducing 
colours ; yet thefe. enchanting vi0ons have 
been inftantly diffolved when. I have re- 
fle&ed that were I at liberty to-morrow 
to offer my hand to Ethelinde I know 
that ihe would not accept ir, for that 
her heart, is your's. This convidion, which 
ought for ever to put aji . end tO; aU hope, 

has 
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hu not, I own, been received without 
many a fcTcre pahgj yet fia truly da I 
love her, that I were 1 fure fee would 
be happy I think I could give her to 
you, and bury' for ever in my heart, if 
I could not eradicate, this tyrannical and 
fetal attachnficnt. Judge, Montgomery, 
vyhether this candid confeflion, which I 
was under no neccflity of making, is 
not a proof of the purity of my lovej 
and whether, in making a favored lover 
the confiilant of^ my hopeleis paffion, 
i do not give him the bcft fecurity foi 
ks difintercftcd tendeme&. Let us not 
then confidcr ourfclves, but what (hould 
be done for the prcfcnt fupport and 
content of Ethclinde. Montgomery, hcai 
me when 1 declare to you, that woiild a 
provifion out of my fortune enable you 
to live happily together I think I could 
pttt it apart for her ufe on thofe condi- 
^ns; but befides that I know you to 
*e too noble minded to accept it, I 

wiU 
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will own to you that I h^ve very Utile 
ifa my power to oflfer. When I mar-' 
ried Lady Ncwendcn my eftatirs were 
greatly incumbered. Her fortune cleared 
t^iem ; and I for three years lived witiiin 
the income they produced: but fincei 
tliat period Lady Newende6*9 card mo-' 
liey ha» made a great diminuiion, and 
as I have paid for poor Chefterville all 
the ready money I had df my own, I- 
ihould now be getting deeply into debt 
if Mr. Maltravers had not voluntarily 
made a confiderable addition to our in-i 
come ; which, as I confider it as entirely^ 
appropriated to Lady Newenden^ 1 make 
ka point never to interfere with. You 
know your own fituation*^ afk yourfelf 
whether you ought to involve Ethellftde 
in its inconveniences^ and anfwer the 
qubftion not like a mere lover, but like 
him who to the real interefl: of a be-* 
loved 6bje6b is noble enough to facrifice 
kis own immediate ha^pinefs : let oie not 
^ fuppofe. 
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fiippofet MoncgomerjTy that I am more 
difincereftcd than you are, only bediufe I 
have lefs to hope/' 

• 

. The various emotions with which Mont- 
gomery had liftened to this extraordinary 
cooteflion are not to be dcfcribed. -Tho' 
he in fad knew all that Sir Edward had 
cold him, his avowal did not appear the 
lets allonilhing ; and he knew not, when 
he ceafed fpeaking, what reply to make» 
Various and tumuhuous* fcnfations kept 
hioi lur lome moments filent. He faw 
th^c Sir Edward expeded of him a fa- 
crilice or all his immediate hopes while 
he Aj^j>e.5red willing to encrcafc the re* 
HH>tf r one of his marrrinc on his retam 
tro;«i InvJs* ; *rd thw he alkeJ h:s advioe 
W *:•>« tiaip,>|ja ot her whil^ be W4s ibieatj 
• S^^'** *-'i»«^^ he cv u;i oM ierJe ia iib 
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and indecifion of his thoughts was vifl- 
blc in his countenance. Noble minded 
himfelf, he knew none of that narrow mif- 
truft which renders the integrity of ano- 
ther doubtful; but to hear Sir Edward 
Newcnden, on whom flie muft be left 
fo entirely dependent, avow his love for 
her, and' own that there had been mo- 
ments when he had meditated on mak- 
ing her bis, gave him a fortiefluneafiners 
which he could neither reprefs or acknow- 
ledge. 

/^. I do believe, Sir Edward," faid he, 
at length, " that notwithftanding the at^ 
tachment you have owned, and of which 
I was not before ignorant, I might con- 
fide fafely in your honor, and fcarlefsly 
leave Ethelinde to your protedion-, but 
will the world, that knows not the firm- 
nefs of that honor, fee her left, without 
comments as injurious to her fame as 
to your peace? Too much has already 
been faid of your partiality to her; and 

pardon 
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pardon me if I fay, that with all your en- 
deavours to conceal it, flie hcrfclf is the 
only perfon who has remained ignorant 
of it. Judge, therefore, whether fhe 
ought to continue with your family, 
and be fupported by your bounty. AIJ0.W 
me, Sir Edward, to fay with the fame 
candour which you have ufed, and I 
doubt not expe£):, that nothing I have 
heard haswrved to make me relinqui(h 
my opinion;: on the contrary, I think 
your own peace, as well as her's and 
mine, demand that even if I leave her I 
leave her as my wife/* 

•' I defcrve more confidence, Mont- 
gomery, than you feem to place in me. 
Be affured, my friend, that I do not 
mean to mortify or diftrefs you when I 
remind you that you have nothing on 
which to fupport her: and would you 
fubmit to have that affiftance given her 
as Mrs. Montgomery which I can with 
great propriety offer to her while Ihe 

remains 



(remains the unprotefted: daughter of my 
cleceafed friend, left to my guardian(hip^ 
However my own r feelings and my at^ 
tention to her's wpuld mfike (n^ wifli ia 
either cafe to keep .fuch afliftance fecrct, 
yet the prying and inqiw/itive world 
-would in either cafe decide that it was 
ib, for they know her fituarion-^jhey 
know your's." 

Montgomery was ftruck^jj«>ith this re- 
mark; and feeling that his whole foul 
revolted from the idea of having his 
wife a penfioner on the bounty of ano- 
ther, he cried eagerly — ** Repeat it not. 
Sir Edward, for heaven's fake ; and fuffer 
me to leave you a moment. I am too 
wretched!" 

** Hear me out, however," replied Sir 
-Edward: " hear at lead what 1 have to 
offer Ethelinde. Though her fituation 
with Mifs Newenden is not, I own, the 
mod eligible, yet, as I have nothing 
better to fuggeft, I would propofe her 

remaining 



S56 * E TH EIrl K D B» OR 

remaining here till Mm- Montgonicry re- 
turns ; then, if (he prefers going down 
to her, as I doubt not flie will, I wiflii 
to have her happy, and furely ihall not 
oppofe it. In either cafe I will pay her 
quarterly thirty guineas, and I will en- 
deavour to make it appear even to her 
as arifing from what I have been able 
to fave out of the wreck of her father's 
fortune; and furely, Montgomery, you 
are too liberal minded to doubt the dif- 
interefted motives on which I will thus 
aft. To put an end, however, to every 
doubt, and to convince you that I (hall 
not even fee her, I proteft to' you that 
it is my intention to quit England forfome 
years, and pafs into Italy; with Lady 
Ncwenden, if fhe can determine to quit 
her country rather than her honor, with» 
out her, if the hold that her diflblute 
conneftions have on her heart is too ftrong 
to be broken by maternal affeftion or duty 
to me. The difagrceable affair I have 

been 
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been involved in wtth}Lord Danesforte, the 
uncaff doubts which that aflfair has fcrved 
rather to heigthen than remove^ and my 
reiblutiop to break Lady Newenden's ac- 
<)uaiintaAce with him or quit her for 
ever, all ierve to ftrengthen this deter- 
jnination ; and whatever ftruggles it may 
^oft me, I now mean to take leave of 
Ethelinde. Her peace, her happinefs re- 
quires that I refign the dangerous indul^ 
^nce of feeing her •, and I fwear to you, 
Montgomery, that there is no facrifice I 
would not make for her. I fhall be 
•every where equally wretched ^ my lot is 
,caft, and muQ: be, I know^ endured-, 
:bqt iinbappy as L am deftined to be, 
. I ihall derive a Iburce of comfort, a gra^ 
;.ttficanofi in knowing that I have com* 
raunicated none of my mifery to Echp- 

. .linde/ 

T^rs were in his eyes when hjs ceafcd 

-'peaking* Montgomery^ equally a^eded, 

could only wring hiS; haod^^ and fay*— 

VpL.IV. N "You 
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", You arc generous. Sir Edward, I own 
it. Ethelinde defcrves fuch a friend ; but 
allow me to fee and fpeak to her before 
we converfe farther on what is to be done 
hereafter. I t:ame hither to take leave 
of her ; how I (hall execute my purpofc, 
I know not : her fall, her illnefs, the ter- 
ror of lofing her for ever, and the un- 
fettled (late in which I am to quit her, 
have united to unnerve my refolutioni 
yet my promife to my mother is pafled; 
flie believes that I am even now em- 
barked; an almoft certain fortune at* 
tends me whither I am going, if I live ; 
and if I die — I hope 1 am not a coward, 
yet to die and fee her no more! — if it 
fhould be fo no ! I will not, I can- 
not purfue the train of ideas that fuch a 
thought leads to/* 

" We have both need of folitude and 
lefleakm, my dear friend," faid Sir Ed- 
\ •• we will therefore part; but al- 

^ me before I go to ftatc to you that 

I muft 
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I muft return to London this evening; I 
left my houfe in confufion^ Lady New- 
enden iU at her father's^, and could I have 
commanded myfelf when Erhelinde was 
in danger, I ought not in prudence to 
have come. Try, my dear friend, if you 
cannot determine to return to London 
with me. Receive my honor as a pledge 
that I will fee Echelinde no more. Do 
you^ with profpeds full of hope, make- 
that exertion which / make in de(pair. 
I relign the gratification of feeing her 
that I may not give occalion to calumny 
to hurt her delicacy; do you relign it 
for a little time only in the delightful 
hope of returning to enjoy with her un- 
interrupted happineis. Refled how much 
your fate is likely to be preferable to 
mine, and you have furely too much fpirit 
to lament it." 

Montgomery could only beg an hour ot 
two to confider what he ^ould do. They 
then parted : Sir Edward went out to walk 

Vou IV^ O done. 
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alone, and Montgomery to fcek the fer- 
vant who attended Ethelinde; from whom 
he learned that fhe had pafled a very good 
night, had very little remains of pain, and 
was already dreflcd, Montgomery then 
fent to beg he might fee her, and was im« 
xnediately admitted to h^r room. 



/ 
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IR Edward Nevvenden, in his folitary 
-walk, was endeavouring to ftrengthen the 
refolution lie had taken to deny himfelf 
for the future the fight of Ethelinde; and 
if he could not conquer his paffion for her, 
to prove its purity by confulting only her 
happinefs. He was anxious, however, 
that Montgomery might be equally dif- 
interefted, and very defirous that (he might 
be fpared that painful hefitation and cruel 
ftruggle which his remaining longer at 
Brackwood might occafion to her ; but he 
perfuaded himfelf that it was merely foli- 
citude for her repofe, and no lurking jea- 
loufy of Montgomery, diat made him thus 
impatiently await the hour of theix fepara- 
tion. 
The combat between what he faw to be 

O 2 his 



i 



l62 ^ T H E L I N D E, O R 

his duty, and what he felt to be his incli- 
nation, was mod feverely renewed in the 
bread of Montgomery, All the argu- 
ments he had heard, and all that his own 
rcafon had fuggefted to him on the fide of 
his going to India, were light when op- 
pofed to the dread of leaving Ethelinde 
never perhaps to return. The confeffion 
ut Sir Edward had left on his mind a 
confufed fenfation of confidence and un- 
eafinefs. Generous and candid himfelf, 
and having feen numberlefs inttances of 
Sir Edward's noble fpirit, he could not 
doubt but that he was at the moment per- 
fectly iincere ; but what reliance could be 
placed on the refolution and integrity of 
the firmeft and moft upright mind under 
tlie influence of a paflion fo violent as that 
he had acknowledged ; a paflion which 
had fo recently drawn him into a ftep fo 
inconfiderate as that of quitting London 
-under the circumftances he had done, to 
ily down to Ethelinde on tlie vague report 
<>f her accident. He knew, by what 

paffed 
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pafled within his own bofom, how unftablc 
are the wifeft determinations when coun- 
terafted by a predominant and tyrannic 
affedion; anjl while he did juftice to the 
candour of Sir Edward, and mtftnifted 
not his honour, he trembled involuntarily 
to leave Ethclinde fo fituated as to be ftill 
compelled to accept a fuppoit from him 
in addition to the numerous obligations (he 
already owed him. 

Yet if he could prevail on her to quit 
the proteftion to which her father had con- 
figned her, and unite her fate with his^ 
bow could he fuppart her? Mr. Roy- 
don, fo eager to provide for him abroad, 
vould do nothing for him in England, 
He had no intereft, therefore, and no pro^ 
vihon but his mothcr'ji llender and proba* 
bly reduced income, and again the idea 
recurred of diftreffing that beloved mother, 
q( feeing Etbclinde languifliing in indi- 
gence, furroynded perhaps by a family of 
lovely well-born beggars, and of living to 
reproach himfelf with haying poorly (hrunic 

O 3 ^ frooi 
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fi'om the duty he owed to her, to his mo- 
ther, and himfelf; and this reflcdion 
feemed to reftore his fiimnefs, and he 
thought he could rather quit her, than ha- 
zard, by his {lay, to realize a profpecl which 
would be as diftreffing to his feelings as 
unworthy the courage and fteadinefs of a 
man. 

Thus amid the fliiduation of uneafV 
thoughts, Montgomery was introduced tD 
the room where Ethelinde was at her 
breakfaft. She appeared mticfa beitct, 
and complained very liule of her head. 
Her fpirirs were alio much amended ; and 
while the exprefied miach fiirprilc at the 
unexpected arrival of Sir Exlward, <hc 
fecmcd vctt anxi 01:1s to know wint had 
hrouc.hi him fo fDudcnlv to Brackwood, 
ai>d w hc^ he had Idfi: L^t Newcs^dee : 
thoiigh noithing could be mane natural 
than her iolkrirade, MonrsamerT. libaal 
ai^ caii3k! in every thing die, was made 
wftleS and half angry by the tender iii- 
fl &e &ess^ to t^e in ^^ctmsrer re* 
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kted to him, and as foon -as he anfwered 
fuch enquiries as he thought neceffary to 
(atisfy without alarming her, cither on ac- 
count, of the noife which the duel would 
make, (of which he faid nothing) nor 
on Sir Edward's rafli journey, he faid— 
•* Sir Edward returns to London this 
evening. He has offered to take me with 
him. Ethelinde, I will own that I am 
compelled to appeal to you to determine 
for me, for of myfelf I cannot— no, it is 
impofiible for me to refolve to leave you.'* 

Ethelinde turned pale at the informa- 
tioii a^ well as at the manner in which he. 
gave it : but thus called upon to ftrengtHeit 
his faultering refolution, (he ftifled by an 
effort of reafon and virtue the pang that 
fcized her heart; and while it throbbed 
widi anguirti, (he called up a faint forctjd; 
fmile, and anfwered— 

«* Surely, Montgomery, we have not 
to argue over again, the neccffity of that: 
n;ieafure, diftrefling a$ it ever muft be t« 
us both,^ tha^t hat fo long and fo pro-^ 

Q 4 perly 
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perEf been determined uponv This fe^ 
cond parting, with all; it» paio^ we hayc 
brought upon oarfelves; let not fmr 
fortntude^. which tHight to ftrengtfaen mine, 
/ink under it. To you I look for i«ip^ 
port :. di&ppoint me not by (hewing that 
he on whom I rely i& even weaker than I 
am. 

" Ah f rather &yy" cried Montgomery, 
eagerly interrupting her, ** that your 
calmer temper, your milder feelings, buf- 
fer you not to love to the excels Ido^ 
and that you can look with refijgnation on 
diat horrible neceflity that drives me to 
defpair and to madnefs.** 

•* My dear Montgomery,*^ anfwered 
Ethtlinde, ^ you know not, nor do I 
wi(h you Ihould know, half the angui(b of 
that heart which you caU cahn and re-^ 
ligned. Believe me, your Etbelinde, 
riiough lefs loud and lefs impatient, feels 
as feverely as you do the cruel ftroke to 
which (he muft fubmit. I know, however, 
1 have long known, that I muft be wretched ; 

but 
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but as my miferies hitherto have not ori- 
ginated from my own fauks, fo I will yet 
try to evade the fev<ercft fling of thofe 
which may be to come, by keeping free 
at leaft from felf reproach ; and furely I 
Ihoold have much whcKewiih to upbraid 
myfelf hereafter, if becaufe to bid yda 
farewell laakes me -endure the bitterefl: 
anguifii that any circumfbince in ihis life 
can inflift, I were to evade it at the ex- 
])enpe of your honoi^ iufier you to break 
your promife to yoi^ mother, and cefiga 
an efl:abli(hinen$ chat may with honor caife 
iirou to ]d)c affluence to which your buck 
and merit give you fo jiiflt a title/*' 

•^ My birth j" excfairacd he, ** what 
is my birth but a curie to me > and' the: 
merit you knpute to me, what has it ob- 
tained bill ao honorable, 'exile? Had I 
been more humbly born I (hould not have 
feeen told that to ufe my health and youth* 
to acquire a fupport for her I adore in my 
•own country, was degrading and .di(ho-^ 
tu?rable. Obj Ethelinde! the humbleil 

O 5 peafan^ 
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pcafant that travcrfes thcfe bleak hills, and 
retires at night to his clayey and thatched 
cottage, is to me an objeft of envy. He 
labours for a fmall (tipend ; but it is cer- 
tain ; and he Ihares it with his wife and 
his children : furrounded by all that is 
interefling to the heart of man, he fels 
not that poverty to which he has always 
been accuftomed; he fears nothing fiur 
to-morrow; and when he dies, his chil- 
dren are iecure of being able to live as he 
has lived : but an illuftrious beggar, as I 
am, muft cringe at home to people who 
are nitfcd, by ads which / fliould bluOi to 
pracliic, to mufluroom greatoels ; oa men 
who 

* Fi^ «p tbctr iirtr and deposJoxt Erreac, 

• Fn?«t poofs aai viiccfit<s cf che comnics «ciZ£&» 
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kls cudrcs of another ocnmVfcKn:— ^S. 
Ibe cwiir oif maatiad; thm: fciviixg piun- 
%btt^ ^ vli&uxt ccuMry he oiav nfmm ca 
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corrupt his own. Alas! as I fat by th^ 
fcanty embers of the (hepherd*s fire thofe 
two nights when you lay fo ill in the ad- 
joining cabin, how did I wifli that we 
had both been born to a deftiny as hum- 
ble as his, and that even now you could 
learn to prefer the quiet comfortable cot- 
tage on the border of Grafmere Water, to 
long long years of feparate mifery, ter- 
minated perhaps by death, perhaps by 
affluence, for which we may find too late 
that happinefs and health have been facrir 
ficed/* 

The eyes of Ethelinde were filled with 
tears, and her heart with redoubled angui(h, 
while he thus fpokc. Loving liinj fo ten- 
derly, to bid him leave her ; to feem fearful of 
enduring the humble life which he was for 
her fake willing to fubmit to ; to undergo 
the mifery of parting firom him, and that 
of being left to contemplate the dangers 
to which he muft be expofed from the 
long voyage and the ujipropitious cli- 
mate ; and on the other hand to refleft on 

the 
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the happinefs which urith him Ibe muft 
find in the deepeft obfcurity ! her refblu- 
tion WIS (hxken; (he could not at that 
moment exert any of that viitnous forti- 
tude c^ which (he had been but a mo- 
ment before ferenely con(cious ; but over- 
wheUned by tendeme(s, (be diflblvod into 
tears, and could only in broken mur- 
murs (ay— ^* Did you then, Montgomery, 
fit up in the cottage tho(e two nights? 
why would you do fo? Ah! why thus 
aggravate all the angiufh I muft endure ? 
why make me drink to the dregs this bit- 
ter cup?" 

" Refolve dien," cried Montgomoy, 
with equal emotion, *^ refolve to dafli it 
from you, and let us dare to be poor and 
bappy« Let me quote, (ince the language 
is fuperior to any I can ufe, a fentence of an 
enchanting author, applicable to our fitua^ 
tion, * Soycns bmreux et pauvres ; ab ! qud 
trefor nous aurcns acquis ! J^ai des bras^ je 
fuis robujiti k pain gagni par mon travail 

a 
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U paroitra plus delict eux que les mets des 
feftins. Un repas appretepar V amour ^peut"^ 
il jamais^ etre infipide?^* 

** Alas!*' replied Ethelinde, *^ you 
need no other eloquence than your own 
to prevail on one ^hofe feeble heart is 
ready to aid rather than to contend againft 
your arguments. Spare me, dear Mont- 
gomery, fpare me the repetition of thofe 
reafons which ftill, in my opinion, are fo 
ilrong for your departure, and which would 
make my accedmg to your ftay, how- 
ever I might wi(h it, as contrary to my 
duty as to your intereft. Let us not, my 
dear friend, be the flaves of paffion, but 
exert our reafon and our prudence to favC' 
us from future repentance* Happinefs we 
cannot command ; ii will perhaps elude 
our grafp in the moment that we have (a?^ 
crificed every duty to obtain it*. Let us, 
therefore, do what is right, and leave the 
«vent to Providence, who knows bettei 
than we do how k nuiy finally be ob- 
tained*'* 

The 
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The feultering voice, broken by frc- 
quent fighs, in which this fentencc was pro- 
nounced, betrayed, notwithftanding alt 
her ftruggles to conceal it, the violent in- 
ternal conflict that Ethelinde underwent f 
Montgomery, unable to bear it, rofc and 
walked with hurried ftep about the room ;^ 
his heart oppreiTed with unutterable an- 
guifh; he could neither controvert the 
juftice and truth of what ftie had faid, nor 
could he bear the thoughts of leaving her; 
and among all the confufed and imprafti- 
cable wilhes he formed, the only diftinft 
one feemed to be that they might both 
die, if they could not live together. 

** What (hall I do?'* exclaimed he; 
** how (hall I tear myfelf away ? my foul 
recoils from the attempt. Let me, before 
I torture myfelf by allowing its neceflity, 
let me wait to hear from my mother -, per- 
haps the lofs which Oie had fo much reafon 
to apprehend may not have happened^; 
on her undimini(hcd income we could 
iive; why (hould I anticipate agonies, 

compared 
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compared to which thofe of death would 
be pleafurable. ■* 

Ethelinde, though (he had very little 
hope that Mrs. Montgomery would fave 
her property, yet caught at a bare pof- 
fibility when it feemed to foften the hor- 
rors of parting by holding out a hope that 
it might not be final. Her weaknefs of 
body, her foftnefs of mind, equally ren- 
dered her incapable of bearing the fight of 
Montgomery's wretchednefs, and (he felt 
herfelf every moment ready to confent to 
beg with him round the world rather 
than to part with him for a few years. 

She continued, however, filent; and 
Montgomery, approaching her, eagerly 
took advantage of it.—'' Do you,** cried 
he, '• do you confent that I (hould wait to 
hear from my mother ?" 

" Alas!" replied (he, " you muft 
judge for yourfelf. The (hip, perhaps^ 
which is now ready to fail, may depart 
without you.'* 

*' I can go then in another.** 

*' The 
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^* The appointment may be loiL*' 

*^ No^ of that I am fecure; Let me then 
fuppofe that it is yei poflihle you wilt ga 
down to Grafmere; that you will^ if we 
have indeed wherewitiial to ezift together 
with that dear parent who will rgoice ia 
our happiaefe^ forbid my leaving you;: 
and fufier me^ inft^ad of embarking foir 
India, to return hiliher^ 9Ad take you fcom^ 
hence do huK^fe but la^ng felicity^"* 

Etbclindc could aot oppoie him;, (he 
murmurccKiout an incomplete acqiaiefcence^ 
jrather taappeafe the violence of bis.agita^ 
tion than becauie (he felt it right-, or ea^ 
iertain;jed any hope that the little incomeb 
of hi& mother r^naain^ uodimini(hed.. 
He was kaifing hec hand in, the wild tranf*. 
ports of gratitude: whoa Sir Edward New<^ 
endeiii entered the room>., 

^* I do> not lea^e her," qried Montgo*. 
liaery, before- Sir Edward could fpeak :; 
i« ftc confents, to go down to Giafinere^ 
if the little fortune we have- ftill. is founi 

to» 
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to be ours, as 1 dare venture to believe it 
will be/* 

A faint blufti tinged the cheek of Ethe- 
linde, from whence illnefs and anxiety had 
driven even the pale rofes that bloomed 
there in her happier days ; (he turned her 
languid eyes on Sir Edward, who changed 
countenance^ but feemed by an effort of 
relblution to recover himfelf; and fitting 
down by her, took her hand, and with 9i 
{milefaidr-* 

** If this impetuous lover, Ethelindc, 
would give me ledve, I would tell Jqu how 
truly it rejoices your guardian and your 
friend that you are fo well recovered of the 
cffefts of your accident.** 

*^ You are always moft kind to mc, 
Sir Edward," replied (he; *• always in 
truth I have found you my guardian and 
my friend.'* 

•* As fuch. Sir Edward,'* cried Mont<> 
gomery, who, though he could not blame 
the gratitude of Ethelinde, was alarmed 
by the tcndemefs with which (he expreflcd 

.ti 
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it, *^ as fuch, as the guardian and friend' 
of Ethclinde, I apply to you to ratify her 
confent: it is indeed but conditional; 
but let me now take leave of her in the 
hope that I may in a few days return to 
claim the promife (he has given me/' 

** Montgomery," replied Sir Edward, 
ftill endeavouring to ftifie his encreafing 
emotion, ** it has ever been, it will ever 
be my purpofe to fulfil religioully the fa-' 
cred truft which Colonel Chcfterville re- 
pofcd in me, and to promote the welfare 

^^ ^h daughten None can know better 
than I do the incScacy of riches (sc> 
conftitute happinefs; and I (hall not op- 
pofe what (lie herfelf believes will make 
her happy, however I may regret the 
hazard (he will incur of finding that if 
money fecures not felicity the total want 
of it will be attended with inconveniences 
which (he is, I fear, ill calculated to con- 
tend with.'* 

'* Be it mine," faid Montgomery in 
the moft animated tone,, *^ be it mine to 

favc 



THE RECLUSE OF THE LAKE. 27/ 

♦ 

fare her from every inconvenience. Ah ! 
can any lot be fo delightful as to live only 
for her fervice— *' He was going on when 
Sir Edward gravely faid — 

*' I underftood indeed that yon thought 
fo when you determined with fuch propef 
fpirit to execute that fervice the moft- 
cffeiftually by feeking in India a fortune 
worthy of her." 

•* But if Etheiinde will be happier on 
the little \ve have, why* (hould I Icaiw 
her?" 

'^ I though:/' replied Sir Edward, ^' that 
Ml this had been before difcufled. I have' 
faid, and 1 repeat, that as the guardian of 
Mifs Chefterville 1 will oppofe nothing 
(lie thinks will make her really happy ; tt$ 
her friend only I will give her my opinion, 
and that it is furely my duty to do, even 
thpugh I feel that it may be probably pain-r 
ful and certainly fruitlefs." 

Etheiinde, finking under the long con^ 
tinned conflict of her own heart, could not 
bear this. Faint and breathlefs, Ihe leaned 

her 
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her head on the table before her, and fai^ 
with a deep figh — ^" Ah! dear Sir Ed- 
wardy why will you fuppofe 1 difregard 
your opinion.'* 

** I am grieved,** replied he, while all 
his features exprefled the excefs of his 
agitation, ^* I am grieved to fee you fo 
affected ; and will (horten a converfation 
fa painful to us all. Montgomery has 
very naturally reprefented to yOu only the 
f^ipomer view of the profpeffc which he 
defires you to contemplate with pleafure.. 

I will not, with the gloomy pencil of a 

careful giurdian, iketeh out the reverfe. 
You have fo much Tenfe that it were need- 
lefs; but I will appeal to your own judg- 
nvnt, to that excellent underftanding 
which love itfelf is, I think, incapable of 
mifleading, whether fhe other plan is not 
much more rational in itfelf, worthier of 
his fpirit, and of your approbation.** He 
paufed a moment as if coUeding courage 
to go on. Neither Ethelinde or Mont-^ 
gomery fpoke, and at length in a firmer 

WW 
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"tone he proceeded — '* It has been faid, 
Ethetinde, that I am, that I have been 
too fond of your company. I never de* 
nied that I preferred your converfation to 
that of every other human being. You 
will recolle<ft, however, that this partiality 
has never exceeded that of a brother for 
a favorite and beloved fitter.^* 

*♦ Oh never!" fighed Ethelinde, She 
feemed to be attempting to fay more, but 
"Sir Edward gave her not time. 

" Do not, however, my dear Ethy, 
nor do you, Montgomery, fuppofe, tliat 
innocent as this indulgence has ever been 
I oppofe your marriage to gratify myfelf 
■by its continuance. Whatever may be 
your decifion, it is in either cafe mine to 
quit England with my children in a few 
<lays, and to remain at Icaft fome years on 
the Continent of Europe. This deter- 
mination muft, Montgomery, convince 
you, were it poflible you could entertain 
any other idea of me, that my advice is 
«irholIy difinterefted. As 1 mult confider 

Ethelindc 
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Ethelinde as my ward, I cannot juftify it 
to myfelf were I to acquicfce in her mar- 
rying indifcreetly without reprefenting to 
he^r its probable confequencea, and point- 
ing out to her the ahernative in her choice, 
that (he may not fancy heffelf compelled 
by her fituation to marry, and by a fo- 
phiftry ufual with lovers impute that to 
neceflity which is indeed the efFedt of in- 
clination,** 

•* Name your alternative, Sir Edward,** 
faid Montgomery impatiently. 

*' It is her remaining with my fifter or 
with your mother till your return, which 
will in all probability, with the advantages 
you have, happen in a very few years. 
From the remainder of Colonel Chefter- 
ville's fortune I hope and believe I Ihall 
fave about an hundred and twenty pounds 
a year, which I will take care (hall be 
punftually paid her. You will, therefore, 
have nothing to apprehend for her* -When 
your mother returns, (he may, if (he pre- 
fers it, live with her, and without the pain- 
ful" 
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ful circumftance of being wholly depend- 
ant on her fmall fortune. Till then this 
houfe, though not perhaps the propereft 
or moft defirable, is yet a fecure and cre- 
ditable afylum. I muft go from hence," 
added Sir Edward, ^^ in an hour : decide, 
therefore, Montgomery, whether you will 
go with me J and you, my dear EthelindCj 
calm your fpirits, 1 l)efeech you ; and re- 
member that whatever be your determina- 
tion you will ever have in me a friend and 
a brother/* 

He now haftily rofe and left the room, 
having exerted his refolution to the utmoft. 
When he was gone, Montgomery, whofe 
love was ftill too powerful for his reafon, 
again addrefled himfelf vehemently to 
Ethelinde, from whom the affedtionate and 
friendly folicitudc of Sir Edward had 
again drawn chofe tears which the extreme 
pain (he had before felt had checked for a 
moment. 

" Speak to me, Ethelinde,'* cried he 
eagerly ; " fpeak to me^ 1 conjure you : 

tell 
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tell me that nothing Sir Edward has (aid 
vill make you revoke your permiffion. 
I cannot part with you— upon my foul 
I cannot— for morths— for years— per- 
haps for ever. I am a coward — I fink into 
childirti weaknefs at the idea. Oh ! deliver 
me from the cruel neceflity of undergoing 
fiich torture, unlefs you can teach me to 
endure it.'' 

** How can / tend you fortitude, Mont- 
gomery, who want it myfclf? Do you 
til ink I fuffer lefs than you do ? or am I 
better able to fupport it ? Alas ! no f Sir 
Edward has afluredly reafon on his fide, 
but reafon will not prevent my being de- 
folate and miferable when you are gone : 
and as to pecuniary confiderations, if 
there is Indeed a probabillt}*^ that out of 
the wreck of my father's fortune fome- 
ihing may be faved, will it not enable us 
better to live togedier? and (hould it be 
Lrought in aid of the motives thiit are to 
j^art us ?'' 
Montgomery knew too well that fo fat 

from 



THE RECOTS^E « THt tAKE. J2^J 

from arty rcCdue being likely to* remaia " 
in the hands of Sir Edward, there was not 
enough to pay him a tenth part of what he 
had lent the Colonel and paid for his fon ; 
and that he had thus reprefcnted it to 
Ethelinde only to fpare her the pairi of 
receiving new oHigations; yet would not 
Montgomery undeceive her, becaufe he 
had promifed fecrecy to Sir Edward; 
otherwife he wSs too iiobie to let even jca- 
loufy tem|)t him to any thing like a mean 
fuppreffion of merit in a rival, whatever 
ftars he might entertain, concerning the 
influence of that rivftl over the graticodc 
of his miftrefs. 

Montgomery, therefore, without feiz- 
ing, as Ethelinde expedied, the idea that 
the impediments to their union might be 
in a great meafure removed by this cir- 
cumftance, contrived only to prefs ihcr to 
adhere to the promife he had dciwn ftom 
her before Sir Edward ciame to themi; and 
he, in his turn, affured her that with ttoe 
hope of feeing her again fo foon^ of meet- 

Vol. IV. P ing 
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ing her to part no tnore» he would bifl 
hcv adieu with calmnefs and refolution. 
This promife was particularly confoling to 
Ethelinde, as (he dreaded the efiedt of that 
agitation of fpirits into which the excels 
of his paflion had frequently thrown him— > 
agitation the more alarming as he was 
ufually mild and rational, and his paffions on 
no other point were' capable of obfcuring 
his reafon. She wilfully (hut her eyes to 
the Uttle probability there was that Mont- 
gomery would receive in town the favora- 
ble accounts with which he fanguindy 
ilattercd himfelf, and was as wilflillv for- 
gccful that even if thele expectations (hould 
be realized the was now overlooking or 
tnilreprelenting the lame di£culties whidi 
ihe had before luaunoaed all her pru- 
d^^acie and reafoa to behold in their true 
vvlours^ 

No akent;on« unlets tor the worte* 
had happened either ia her circtimfances 
oc ia thiL>ie of Mor.:2;v?mc:v ; but her love, 
.which leearcd be&:re bardly capable of 
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jiugmentation, had encreafed; (he had 
found the former feparation from Mont* 
gomery, and his uncertain abfence, even 
more intolerable in the reality than her 
lively fancy had reprefented them; and 
feeling from daily experience in the houfe 
of Mifs Newenden, as (he had before done 
in that of Sir Edward, that it was po(iible 
to be very affluent yet very unhappy, (he 
had gradually reconciled her mind to the 
deprivation which (he knew (he muft fub- 
mit to with Montgomery of all the ele- 
gancies and many of the comforts- of life, 
and had convinced herfelf that to live for 
and with him whom flie fo tenderly loved 
in a (ituation that barely afforded its ne- 
ceffaries, would be without comparifon a 
more fortunate lot than the moft exalted or 
brilliant (ituation that could be offered 'heE, 
on condition only of parting from him for 
a few years. 

Under this convi6tion, the arguments 
(he had ufed in the former part of this 
icene, to induce Montgomery to quit her, 

P 2 were 
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were the forced efforts of virtue and rc(a- 
lution^ fupported by her promife to Mrs. 
Montgomery ; but they were too painful, 
and her heart revoked too much agunft 
them to fuffer her obftinately to defend 
them ; and weak and exhaufted as (he was 
by the fight of Montgomery's fu£feiings 
as well as her own, all her remaining fbr« 
titude was hardly fufficient to iave her 
from the additional imprudence of going 
with him at all events, and becooung his 
wife whether his mother^s income was or 
was not fufficient for their fupport. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



M, 



Ontgomery, while he tried to ftifle 
every fuggeftion which arofe in his mind 
that he was perhaps groundlefsly fanguine, 
was collcfting refolution to bid farewell to 
Ethelinde with calmnefs, as only for a 
(hort time. Sir Edward felt, with almoft 
equal poignancy, the pain he was yet com- 
pelled to undergo of parting from her alfoi 
and in order that her future fitw ation might 
give him as litde uneafinefs as pofljble, 
at leaft while (he remained witb Mifs New- 
enden, he determined before he went to 
fpeak to his fifter fully, and endeavour to 
convince her of the regard (he owed to the 
opinion of the world, without hinting that 
the prefence of Ethelinde made that at- 
tention more requifite. He had not the 
leaft fufpicion of the defigns entertained by 
Woolaftonj but he propofed talking to 

P 3 Dave- 
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Davcnanty which, as his former guardiaoy 
he thought he had a right to do^ to b^ 
that he would not bring viHtors to Mifs 
Newcnden's houfe, whofe cbaiadeis ren- 
dered them improper companions for two 
fingle women. 

But while he formed this defign, the* 
party who bad fo ftrong an intereft in de- 
ceiving him were taking meailircs to pre- 
ciiKle its neceffity. !NEfs Nevcnden, who 
grew every moment more aiiached to 
Woolifton as Kis varices kocsicdge ua- 
f^Ivied itilrif :n the tbb4e, the 5cki, and 
the kcnr.e^ hid too arnuv dectr^rEzod to 
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riiey both readily agreed, and it was fet- 
tled among them that they Ibould take 
leave of her that day at dinner, and as 
(bon as Sir Edward was gone to the Con- 
tinent, as he had informed his fiftcr he in-^. 
tended, that Woolafton was to return ancfc 
become^mafter of Brackwood and its fpi-' 
rited lady. This arrangement was verjr 
fattsfadory to him; as he dreaded much the 
infiuence of Sir Edward, and was afraid 
that if he fufpefted his intentions he would 
reprefent to his filler the imprudence o£ 
marrying a man fo fituated^ and of put- 
ting herfelf entirely in his- powe?, in fo 
ftrong a light, that his^ hopes would too, 
probably be blafted for ever. 

When they met, therefore, at dinner, 
Woolafton was extremely guarded in hi$ 
behaviour. Davenant affe&ed to be out 
of humour at the little fport they had 
found, and declared his refolution of going 
towards home that evening. Mifs New- 
enden alTumed her ufuai carelefs eafe ; and 
it required no great exertion to deceive Sir. 

P 4 Edward, 
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Edward* occupied as he was by his own 
poignant uneafinefs* He eat nothing, and 
hardly fpoke ; while the wrctchednefs that 
corroded his heart could only be exceeded 
by that fuffered by Montgomery, Ethe- 
Knde ftill remained in her own room; and 
had (he not had a pretence to do fo from 
the effefts of her late accident, (he would 
have found it impoffible to go through a 
fcene in which Ihe beheld her lover and 
her beft friend fuffer fo cruelly on her ac- 
count. 

An uncomfortable dinner being thus 
pafl'ed, a chaife was heard at th6 door, and 
a fervant informed Sir Edward that it was 
his : he ftarted up, and in evident confu- 
fion left the room. Montgomery, who 
fencied he was gone to fpeak to Ethelinde, 
was tempted to follow him : but alhamed 
of (hewing any fufpicion of the conduft 
of fuch a man, he fat ftill, yet in fuch ap- 
parent uneafinefs, that Davenant, who en- 
joyed every opportunity of mortifying him, 
began to talk to him of Sir Edward's great 

goodne(s 
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gocdtiefs to bis new ward, and of the ex- 
traordinary kindnefs he had (hewn to her 
father. This converfation was infupporta- 
ble. Montgomery bore it a moment or 
two, and then withomc anfwering abruptly 
quitted the room, and walked haftily back* 
wards and forwards in 'the hall, dreading 
fthe moment when he was to fay adieu, yet 
thinking every moment an age wliile he 
Relieved Sir Edward prevented his being 
admitted to Ethelinde, for he could not 
bear that a third perfon, and above all 
others that Sir Edward, fliould be witnefs 
io a parting, which, however tranfient he 
endeavoured to perfuade himfelf it would 
be, appeared -more terrible to his imagina- 
tion than any other Ipccies of tcrcure. 

At length Sir Edward came down ftairs r 
ind ' feeing Montgomery in the hall, ho 
afked in an eager and hurried voice if he 
Wis ready. Mcmtgonriiry, in ' a tone of 
eqiial agitation^ atiftincrbd*^*^ I ftiall be 
reradyas fcKJn-is I hme ifpoken to Ethe-* 

V 5 t' Go 
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•' Go then," replied Sir Edward^ *^ goj 
for (he cxpedts you^ Montgomery. As you 
love that dear unhappy girl, fpare her weak 
and cxhauilcd fpirits. Do not, I befeecU 
youy lengthen by fruitlefs complaints a 
I'ccne lb diftrefling.*' 

** No, Sir Edward," cried Montgomery^ 

*• whatever I lufFer " He would have 

laid more, . but his voice: was choaked, and 
he halltned away. 

Sir lulwanl had at firft been attempting 
to Ibothe and tranquillize.Ethelinde ; telling 
)kt liow he intended to fetde her pccti^ 
ni^rv concerns during his absence, and re- 
cv^nnncnding ic h> her to remaia with Mils 
NcwctulcrvAC leoil till Mr?* Mentgpcnenr's 
I vtu: r\ \ Ic wciHd tK^t iga?fi fcuck oa bee 
uu:?:4i*^\ bcc c«icenCM kiasrfcif with ca- 
ttxu::ns» her to do notbrct^ rmtcnal withoot 
cv\^u:'i:i^^ him- l>owT^!tl ia tcar% aisd 
\vM>:c t.> Tr^-Al, Ac- h^id ccc fcer hand z» 
t^^^c'* ot §.iv:s^ hsfla ckis pn?mite. tfc 
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her health ; on no account td venture again 
©n horfeback; and then adding — ** And 
ever remember, .Ethelinde, that till you- 
have otherwife difpofed of this dear hand^ 
you are accountabU for your care of your- 
felf to him onvwhom that precious truft dc^ 
volved bn^ your- father's deatlv— to him,. 
who has. hitherto, however inadequately he 
has fucceeded, endeavoured- to fulfill it, 
and who would not, but for the moft cruel, 
circumftances, a moment refign tii&facred^ 
pleafure of executmg.in^ -perfon the office, 
of your guardian, yourbrotber, . your piio-^ 
tedtor, your frieaid ! *' a 

** May beayeo reward you. Sir," faid 
EthdindeyinLa voice -hardly audible, ^* for 
ali your goodnefs I". 

" I afk no reward,*' replied he, " but 
the knowledge tliat you are happy— could 
I fenow that I could endure all my own. 
But I-know not what; IwoUld fay.— Once 
nkk-e, dearefl: EtheUhdcy fkrewell! May 
heaven prdted you !'* He then turned 
jbaftily away, and left the room. 

Sir 
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Sir Edward's generous cfFofts to con- 
ceal what it was impoffible for her not to 
fee, and the evident ftrttggle he underwent, 
as well as his endeavours to make her eafy 
^s to a fuppoft without wounding her deli* 
cacy, could not hut greatly afFeft Ethe- 
lindej nor did the more acute anguiflt 
which now awaited her, blunt the poig* 
nancy of lier diftrcfs on his account* That 
of Montgomery, however, was fo fevero 
that all his attempts to perftiade himfelf 
that even this third partixig would not be 
the laft, failed entirely of foftenitig it's 
pangs. Inftead of exciting any portion of 
that courage he had but a moment befbre 
tried to promife, he no fooner emered^he 
room, and iiiw Ethelinde, her face con-^ 
<cealed by her handkerchief, and her head 
reclined on the arm of a fopha on which, 
the fet, th.an he threw himfetf on his knees 
before- her; and in a voice tremulous and 
almofl: convulfed, he x:ried — ^* Behold, 
Ethelmde,, yoiir lanhappy Montgomery 
once iiiore prepared to- receive at your 

&ands 
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hands his fentence- Ahl dares he hope to 
live with you— -to live for you — or is banifih- 
ment jaind lingering death to be his portion ?'* 

Grief and tendernefs had not fo entirely 
overcome Ethel inde, deprcffed as flie was^ 
but that live was yet able to recall in fome 
degree that fortitude vihich tbd ftronger 
mind of- Montgomery feemed entirely tQ 
want, — ** W you indeed love me^ ' criecj 
Ihe, ** fpare me, dear Montgomery, dii$ 
cruel repetition. Can I fay more th^i;i \ 
have already faid ? Ought 1 ind^d to 
have faid fo much ? 1 refer myfelf wholly 
to your mother. If her 4etters authorize 
y€>u to i^linq^uiCh the voyage you have 
iindertaken, 1 am your's whenever you 
come to claim me; if on the contrary ^—*-'* 

'* Name it not/' cried he, eagerly in-r 
terrupting her, ** I caonot bear the fuppo* 
fition ; but tell me, if I muft leave you— t 
and yet 1 wiU iiot, cann<K think of it~-will 
you go to my mothec'sT^will you: rct 
main with her^ fliafl I believe that ^oa 
MC ^Qgaherj aad wxetched as I muft 
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be, will one dear fpot of earth contaiii« 
all that can reftore me to happinefs ?" 

•* It (hall, my dear friends Whethei 
abfent or prefent, whether in»Eitgland liv- 
ing for me in obfcurity, or generoufly en-^ 
countering perils for mc in another quarter 
of the gk>be, your Ethelinde is equally 
3tnd irrevocably your's. Diflate to • me in 
regard to your mother what I (hall do, and 
I will place all my little remaining com-^ 
fort in obeying you. V 

** Promife me then* that whether I go 
er ftay you will, fuffer no perfuafions to 
detain you from my mother, but that as 
foon. as (he returns you will go with her to 
Grafmere." 

** I do promifeni ; and when you -look 
OCT tliis teftimony of my obedience ta a 
former requeft,- you* will not, my dea» 
Montgomery, fufpeft th^ I can hefitate a 
moment in fulfilling a promife that by af^- 
fording me your beloved mother's, fociety 
and 'pcoteftion, will give me the only con. 

fplatioa 
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folation I (hall be capable of tafting if yo» 
are tbrn from mc." 

She then gave him the piAure which (he 
had referved for the moment of his depar- 
ture, though he had often before folicited 
it. He took it eagerly, kiffed it, and put 
it in his bofom; then feeing Ethelinde 
pale and faint from contending paflions^ 
and feeling that the longer he (laid with 
her the more terrible- it' became to tear 
himfelf away, . he arolfe, and- preliing her 
in his armS) faid — ^* 1 mufi-go. Almighty 
God ! prcferve her, and may- our fepara^* 
tion be (hort f' Ethelinde, I- rely on your 
promifeS— I know they are fkcred-. Th6 
perfon of Mbntgomcry may^ be drivcir 
from you* by the cruelty of' his deftiny;- 
but his- heart, his- fouU' his' exiftence^ are 
with you : remember that,^ and preferve 
him in attending to your^ ownheakhand 
life," 

Ethelindi could only preft • Kris hand? 
Sir Ed ward, who- was during all this* timc. 
agitated by< the>. mo& diftreifing* conili6E 

hetwjeeat 



t^S BTHELIHDEy OR 

between reafon, propriety, and pafTido; 
now found the latter fo much too ftrong 
for the other two, that he haftily ran up 
(lairs, and approached the door of Ethe- 
linde's apartment. Montgomery, hearing 
liis (tep, was roufed from the delirium of 
grief and love, and darting at once away, 
haftcned to the door, where Sir Edward^ 

• 

icizing his arm, cried — ** Come, dear 
Montgomery, you willdeflroy Ethelinde.'* 
^ ** ^od forbid !" replied he, not know- 
ing what he faid; " it were better I were 
myfclf deftroyed/* 

Sir Edward, who felt an undtfinaWe 
mixture of envy and compaffion, led him 
down (lairs, and th^y both got without 
fpeaking into the chaife that was \r wait- 
ing > Sir Edwa^r-d having before taken leave; 
of his fider and htr giiefts, and Montgo- 
mery finding it impofliblc for him to com-, 
mand himfclf enough to take leave of 
them at alL 

Echelinde^ in that fQrt O^f tiimultuowft 
jet hopclfifs anguifli thac precludes almofl:. 
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the power of rcfledliori, liftened to their 
fieps as tliey defcended the ftairs togc-f 
ther; (he heard the door (hut, the chaife 
drive away, and as. the Uft faint founds. b£ 
the wheels died away on her car, hope 
fcemed to be excluded from her heart. 
Struck forcibly with the idea that Moot-^ 
gomery was gone for ever, an idea which 
flie had hitherto combated, ffae found her-^ 
ie)f ftrangely tempted togive waytofliribksy 
cries, and all the agonies which defpair ex«> 
ODrts from the innqpatient flifferer under 
curelefs misforrtmei but faler weaknefs'of 
body checked nioi« tiiin her reafon thrfe 
violent tranfports. She could weep, how-^ 
ever, no longer j but fixing her eyes on 
the door where laft Ihe favv the departing 
form of Montgomery, Ihe fat for fomc" 
time fiupid and motionlefs, till fhe wasr 
awakened from this ftate of torpid forrow 
by again hearing the found of wheels which 
feemed to approach the door. Her heart 
beat violently,—" Is it pofllble," faid fhe, 
that they cw be returned f'^ She yet 

moved 
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moved with difficulty; but the pofiibility? 
that Montgomery might again be in the 
houlr zfft&ed her fo much that (he was^ 
infenfible of pain ; and rifing^ (he opened 
thedoor of her room and liftened. There 
were feveral perfons^ in the hall, but (he 
heard not the roices of thofe whom (he-, 
fenaied might be returned.. At length a 
loud laugh from Mils Newenden, and the 
barih toned voice of Woolafton in coii-^ 
yerfation with her and Davenant, made> 
her believe Ihe was xniftaken; and in a. 
&w moments (he: diftinAly heard thefc 
two gcntkmen' take leave of Mifs Newen-' 
den, ftep into a chaife, and depart alfo. 

At any other time thei^ departure would 
have been grateful to her; but now, wholly^ 
abforbcd in one painful idea, (he felt no- 
thing but the mifsry of having bidden fare- 
well to her lover;- though his return could 
only have renewed all the fufFerings (he 
had juft before with fo much difficulty fuf-^ 
tained, (he f:lt new* pangs from having 
been thus deceived, ani with difficulty ra-r 

turned' 
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turned to her feat^ where her fenfes feetned. 
entirely to forfake her; and where^ though 
fhe yet breathed and beheld the furround* 
ing objefts, fhe was really unconfcious or 
what fhe was about^ of the lapfe of timCv 
and of what ihe ought to do to fulfil the 
promife fhe had fa recently given Mont*' 
gomery to take care- of her health; ^ 

In this (ituation Mifs Newenden found 
her, when about half an hour after the* 
departure of her vifitors fhe went up to 
enquire after her merely l)ecaufe flie had 
nothing, elfe to do. — •' Well, Ethy,'* crie* 
Oic, as (he entered the room, " and how 
60 ym do? So! we have loft all our men 
at once. Lord ! cbild^ whatV the matter 
with you? you look like a wax figure, 
with your fixed heavy eyes and pale face.. 
Come pry thee have a little more fpirit^ 
Tqu a foldier's daughter, and intend to be a; 
foldier's wife? why you are fit for no* 
thing." 

Though flartled by fuch an addrefs from • 
her gloonoy reverie, it was the foothing. 

voice 
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voice of fympathy and tcndcrners onlf 
that could rriClt Echelinde into tears, and 
fofccn the intenfe pain that oppreflcd her. 
She turned her languid eyes on Mifs New- 
cnden^ and with a fmile of anguifli and a 
deep drawn fiph anfwered, without having 
«ny prccife idea of what had been faid— 
** I am much obliged to you." 

** Pooh!" anfwered Mifs Newenden, 
•* obliged to me ; for what? will you have 
any fupper? what fhall I fend you?** 

^ I am going to bed, I thank you, and 
bare no appetite," anfwered Echelinde 
with a little more recollcdion. 

*• WtU, well, but you muft eat. Why 
one would think you were ftarving for a 
match. I believe you don't weigh now 
above a fcithcr. 1 ft^all fend you up 
a cold chiclcen, and 1 defire you will eat 
it. What fort of a figure will you make 
when your pretty fellow returns laden with 
rupees if you fet out with fading and weep- 
ing before he is gone? You'll be as thin as 
a forcfl; horfe in a hard wirtter^ and then 

you'll 
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you'll lofe your beauty, and will wonder 
that he regrets hi$ yellow women^ and hi$ 
dancing girls,'* 

To this unfeeling though well meant 
raillery, Ethclindc could give no anfwer* 
Mifs Newendcn left her, and foon after 
fcnt up her fupper by the fervant who at- 
tended her. Eihclindc,. hardly confcious 
of what (he did, had fooie idea that it was 
right to eat ; Ihe tried, but found it im- 
pofllble; and deQring the maid to give her 
a glafs of wine and water, and to take 
away the fupper, Ihe began to undrefs her- 
felf, and fancied that on her pillow ihi 
might find ibme refpite from the extreme 
pain which throbbed in her heart; but 
Montgomery, gone forever, was a fentence 
to which every pulfe beat in agonizing re- 
fponfes. She addrefled herfelf to hea- 
ven, fhe befought ftrength of mind to 
endure this afflidion, and even heavier 
if heavier fhould be inflifted; and whiltf 
Ibe prayed moft fervently for his prefcrva- 
tion Ihe with equal fervour defired to be- 
come 
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eome worthy of him. This appeal to 
heaven, this confidence in the only power 
who could preferve and rcftorc her beloved 
Montgomery, or enable her to endure his 
abfence, relieved her opprefled heart ; and 
finding herfelf more compofed, (be be- 
lieved her prayers were heard; and at 
length was releafed^ though only by a 
ihort and agitated dumber, from the re- 
colle£tion of the agonies (he had gone thro' 
in parting from Montgomery, and from 
the remembrance of Sir Edward's diftrefs, 
which, powerful and overwhelming as was 
the predominant fentiment of her heart, 
could not cfcape her, or fail to be remem- 
bered with concern • 
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